
Senator Art Haywood intro-
duced legislation which will 
make not wearing a face 
mask in public a 2nd degree 
misdemeanor. Senate Bill 
1287, an Act amending Title 
18 (Crimes and Offenses) of 
the Pennsylvania Consoli-
dated Statutes, in assault, 
further providing for the 
offense of recklessly endan-
gering another person. In 
Pennsylvania, a misdemean-
or in the 2nd degree in-
cludes from 1 to 2 years in 
prison and a fine of up to 
$5,000. 
. His legislation was re-
ferred to the Judiciary Com-

mittee on September 8, 
2020. He stated his reason 
for proposing the legislation 
was "It seemed to me that 
we needed the maximum 
compliance to prevent the 
spread," Sen. Haywood 
said. "That's what Dr. Fauci 
and the others were saying."  
 
The Senator feels that his 
legislation is needed consid-
ering that a federal judge 
found the Governors re-
strictions be unconstitution-
al. "And so the need to have 
masks on now is even more 
pressing now than any other 
time since it looks like 

there's going to be these 
large gatherings," Sen. Hay-
wood said. 
 
Senator Haywood sent out 
Senate Co-Sponsorship 
Memoranda to gain support 
for his proposed legislation 
that stated: 
 
"The Commonwealth con-
firmed its first cases of 
COVID-19 in early March 
of this year. Today, we have 
over 101,000 positive cases 
and already lost over 7,000 
family and friends to 
COVID-19. All Pennsylva-
nians have a responsibility 
to protect themselves, their 
families, and their commu-
nities. If we are going to 
stop the spread of this high-
ly contagious and deadly 
disease, wearing face cover-
ings in public must be en-
forceable." 
 
"My legislation will add 
failing to adhere to the face 

covering requirements of a 
declaration of disaster emer-
gency to the crime of reck-
lessly endangering another 
person, punishable as a mis-
demeanor of the second de-
gree. Willfully exposing 
someone to another deadly 
disease already is a viola-
tion of our Crimes Code. 
Now is the time to act to 
protect those we love and 
those at risk from a sense-
less death." 
 
Some legislation like State 
Senator John DiSanto be-
lieves the legislation is un-
constitutional, government 
over-reach, and unrealistic.  
"It's government overreach 
at the worst," Republican 
State Senator John DiSanto, 
said. "I think it's unfair and 
unjust to ask the police to 
enforce an order that's really 
unenforceable," Sen. DiSan-
to said. "Ya know I believe 
we should be wearing our 
masks, and that it's the safe 

thing to do," Sen. DiSanto 
said. "But at the same time 
I think that it is just ridicu-
lous. I don't know how else 
to put it." 
 
Sen. Haywood doesn't be-
lieve that most people will 
face up to 2 years in pris-
on, but how can he be sure 
of this, after all sentencing 
is determined by Judges. 
At a time when we are hav-
ing conversations about 
criminal justice reform, 
racial profiling, traffic 
stops, unfair sentencing, 
and police reform this leg-
islation seems to be out of 
touch.  
 
After all Senator Haywood 
district encompassed the 
14th Police District of Phil-
adelphia, were police target 
black drivers 3 times more 
than white drivers. Which 
is a clear sign of racial pro-
filing, while City Council-
man like Isiah Thomas is 
passing legislation to limit 
the police regarding to ra-
cially based stops. In a dis-
trict that has seen officers 
arrested for illegal stops, it 
seems like Sen. Haywood 
is giving them another tool 
to profile Blacks in the 
14th District.  
 
"Just because there's some 
non-compliance because 
we can't catch every traffic 
violator, doesn't mean we 
should do away with the 
stop signs," Sen. Haywood 
said.  
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