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Hours:
Monday: Closed
Tues to Thurs: 12pm-9pm
Friday to Saturday: 12pm-10pm
Sunday: 12pm-7pm.
Address
8010 Ogontz Ave,
Philadelphia, PA 19150
Phone
215-276-0657

Burgers & Sandwiches
(Lettuce, tomato, onion, pickles, and American
cheese.)

Beef BurgerBacon BurgerTurkey BurgerPulled Pork
Pulled Pork w/Cole Slaw
BBQ Pork Rib

$5.50
$6.50
$5.50
$8.25
$9.25
$12.00

BBQ
BBQ Pork Ribs

$16.50 (1/2 )
$29.00 (Slab)
BBQ Beef Ribs
$19.25 (1/2)
$31.25 (Slab)
BBQ Chicken
$9.25 (1/2)
$18.50 (Whole)
Jerk Chicken
$9.25 (1/2)
$18.50 (Whole)
Fried Chicken
$9.50 (1/2)
$18.50 (Whole)
BBQ, Jerk, or Fried Wing $4.65 (3 Wings)

Platters
BBQ Pork RibsPulled PorkBBQ Beef RibsBBQ Chickenw/White Meat

$17.00
$15.00
$18.00
$14.50
$15.50

Jerk Chicken$14.50
w/White Meat
$15.50
Fried Chicken$14.50
w/White Meat
$15.50
Chicken Wings$13.25
BBQ Pork Ribs & Chicken- $22.50
w/White Meat
$23.50
BBQ Beef Ribs & Chicken- $24.50
w/White Meat
$25.50
Turkey Wing$13.50

Seafood
ShrimpFresh Fish SandwichWhiting
Catfish
Swai
Fresh Fish PlatterWhiting
Catfish
Swai
Grilled Salmon
Shrimp Platter-

$24.00 (12)
$12.00 (6)
$9.75
$10.25
$10.25

$14.75
$15.25
$15.25
$17.00
$27.50 (12)
$17.00 (6)
Fish/Shrimp Combo PlatterWhiting
$26.75
Catfish/Swai
$27.25

Desserts
Apple CobblerPeach CobblerAssorted CakesBanana Pudding

$4.00
$4.00
$4.00
$4.00

Signature Sides & Sides
Potato Salad- $4.00/8.00
Cabbage- $4.00/8.00
Collard Greens- $4.00/8.00
Candied Yams- $4.00/8.00
Mac & Cheese- $4.75/$9.50
String Beans- $4.00/8.00
Baked Beans- $4.00/8.00
Coleslaw- $4.00/8.00
Mac & Tuna- $4.00/8.00
Seafood Salad- $4.00/8.00
Corn on the Cob- $2.50
French Fries- $2.50
Sweet Potato Fries- $2.50
Corn Muffin- (3 for) $2.50
All vegetables cooked
with smoked turkey
products.
Prices are subject to
change without notice.

By Peter Hall
Pennsylvania Capital-Star
As leaders in the Pennsylvania General Assembly negotiated the 2022-23 budget in
recent weeks, the House and
Senate sent a slate of controversial and potentially transformative stand-alone legislation to Gov. Tom Wolf’s
desk.
On Friday, Wolf signed the
roughly $45 billion budget
and associated code bills
with language creating new
programs for education,
mental health, public safety,
and tax relief, along with
spending $2 billion in federal aid for water and sewer
projects, affordable housing
and home repair.
Wolf has since vetoed four
Republican-backed bills and
signed at least five bills that
were closely watched in the
days before the budget process ended Friday.
Transgender athletes
The Senate voted 30-20 last
month to approve a bill banning transgender girls and
women from girls’ and
women’s scholastic sports,
despite Wolf’s promise to

veto it.
Rep. Barbara Gleim, RCumberland, introduced the
legislation, saying it ensured
fairness for all and preserved
athletic opportunities for
women. Democrats said the
legislation would isolate
transgender people, with
Sen. Maria Collett, DMontgomery, calling the
proposal “a radical solution
in search of a nonexistent
problem.”

Franklin County, the Republican nominee for governor,
introduced legislation to allow registered voters to
serve as poll watchers anywhere in the commonwealth, rather than in the
county where they are registered, as the law currently
requires.

lawmakers to work on legislation to ensure that voters
can safely exercise their
right to vote.

Energy sources
Sen. Gene Yaw, RLycoming, whose district
covers a wide swath of Marcellus shale country, introduced legislation to prohibit
municipalities
House State Government
from restricting the types
Committee Chairperson
Seth Grove R-York, which and sources of energy that
consumers may use for
advanced the bill on June
In his veto message, Wolf
22, said poll watchers serve homes and businesses.
said the legislation discrimi- as “checks and balances” on Yaw, chairperson of the
nated against a vulnerable
the election system and that Senate Environmental Regroup of students already
giving candidates more ac- sources and Energy Comsusceptible to bullying and cess to the polls was a good mittee, argued that giving
consumers the right to
depression, and who are at- thing.
choose how they heat and
risk for suicide. Even if it
power their homes is espewere enacted, the legislation Wolf said in his veto mescially important with inflawould have faced legal chal- sage that the bill would
tion and utility costs skylenges for violating federal make it possible for badlaw and constitutional guar- faith partisan actors to target rocketing.
antees of equal protection.
specific locations and
Wolf vetoed the bill Mon“The LGBTQ+ community groups of people to make
day, saying it would create
in Pennsylvania and around baseless challenges to votthe country, and especially ers’ qualifications, making it an impediment for municiour transgender and nonbi- harder and slower for elec- palities to address the threat
of climate change and stand
nary youth and young peo- tion officials to do their
in the way of energy incenple: I see you, I support you, jobs.
tives and initiatives.
I respect you, and I stand
Wolf added that the bill was
with you,” Wolf wrote in his “Our elections work best
veto message.
when members of the com- unnecessary because the
Pennsylvania Public Utility
munity work together to
Poll watchers
make sure everyone’s voice Commission already reguSen. Doug Mastriano, of
is heard,” Wolf said, urging lates utility services. Finally,

Wolf said the bill is overly
broad and would lead to unintended consequences and
litigation against municipalities.
Home health care
Wolf vetoed a piece of
budget-enabling legislation
known as the Human Services Code bill because it
included language that
would have prevented the
Department of Human Services from contracting with
vendors to provide financial
management and payroll
services for home health
care providers. He approved
the remainder of the language after it was amended
to the Fiscal Code – another
budget-enabling bill.
“Zuckerbucks”
Wolf signed legislation
Monday banning county
boards of elections from soliciting or accepting money
for election administration
from individuals or outside
organizations. It also creates
an election integrity grant
program that will provide
aid to counties to conduct
elections.
The 2022-23 budget includes $45 million that will

be available through the
Department of Community
and Economic Development to counties that apply
by Aug. 22.
The bill was introduced by
Sen. Lisa Baker, RLuzerne, in response to a
controversy over private
money that some counties
received in the 2020 election cycle dubbed
“Zuckerbucks” because it
was provided by Facebook
founder Mark Zuckerberg’s
foundation.
Bridge tolls
After the Commonwealth
Court last month invalidated a PennDOT plan to use
tolls on interstate highway
bridges to pay for repairs
and replacement, the Senate passed legislation to
prevent the agency from
collecting user fees in conjunction with the project.
PennDOT’s Public-Private
Transportation Partnership
Board announced a plan to
repair or replace nine
bridges in cooperation with
private developers, drawing scrutiny and criticism
from state lawmakers.
Wolf signed legislation
Monday introduced by Sen.
Wayne Langerholc, Jr., RCambria, , that would allow PennDOT to move forward with the construction
projects without tolls while
preserving engineering and
design work that has already been completed.
The law also improves
transparency in the P3
Board’s procedures, allows
for public comment and
reduces PennDOTs authority to impose tolls for new
infrastructure and gives the
state Legislature time to
assess projects approved by
the board, Langerholic said
in a statement.
Affordable housing
Two pieces of legislation to
increase the availability
and quality of affordable
housing became law during
the budget process.
Wolf signed legislation introduced by Rep. Jared
Solomon, D-Philadelphia,
that allows municipalities
to provide tax exemptions for developers who
improve homes and apartments in need of repair and

incentivize the construction
of new low-cost housing.
Legislation proposed in the
Senate by Sen. Nikil Saval
and in the House by Rep.
Sara Innamorato, DAllegheny; Rick Krajewski
D–Philadelphia; and Jordan
Harris D–Philadelphia,
who serves as the House
Democratic Whip, to create
a whole-home repair program for homeowners was
included in the budget.
The program would provide up to $50,000 to qualified homeowners and owners of low-income rental
properties as a grant or
loan to repair, update, and
adapt homes across Pennsylvania.

ment for a two-thirds majority vote on appropriations for non-governmental
organizations by splitting
the funding and the restriction into separate bills.
Both passed in the House,
but the Senate did not vote
on the fetal tissue research
restriction.

No double jeopardy for
summary offenses
In a speech on the House
floor last week Speaker
Bryan Cutler, R-Lancaster,
told the story of a constituent whose father was badly
injured when another motorist made an illegal u-turn
in front of his motorcycle.
The motorist got a ticket
for the illegal maneuver,
The program also provides which he promptly admitstaff to help people get the ted, pleading guilty to the
summary traffic offense
assistance they need and
funding for workforce de- and paying a fine.
velopment in related
“While my constituent’s
fields.
father passed away a few
The budget includes $125 weeks later, no further
million in federal pandemic charges could be brought
relief money to be distrib- because he had already
uted by the Department of been adjudicated for the
Economic and Community incident,” Cutler said.
Wolf on Monday signed
Development.
legislation introduced by
Sens. John Gordner, RPitt funding restriction
Columbia and Vincent J.
While Wolf signed a bill
appropriating nearly $600 Hughes, D-Philadelphia,
million in funding for Penn that will allow prosecutors
to pursue additional chargState, the University of
Pittsburgh, Temple Univer- es for an illegal act after a
sity and Lincoln Universi- person has been convicted
ty, language tying the fund- of a summary offense
ing to a ban on fetal tissue based on the same conduct.
research got left behind in Speaking before the House
the Senate Rules Commit- passed the bill with a 18317 vote, Cutler said the
tee.
Republican lawmakers had constituent’s case could
Pitt’s share of the money in have been handled differtheir sights because of fetal ently by police, but the protissue research performed posed law ensures a minor
traffic violation wouldn’t
by UPMC.
Although the state funding preclude more serious
charge.
for state-related universities is used only to provide
tuition discounts for Pennsylvania residents, Republican lawmakers attached a
rider to the appropriations
bill requiring the universities to swear under oath
that they did not perform
such research.
Democrats warned that the
restriction could upend
thousands of students’ educations if the tuition discounts were no longer
available.
House Republicans did an
end-run around the require-

By Rasheed Ajamu
Germantown Info Hub
It’s been more than two
months since Andre Carroll lost his bid for Pennsylvania State Representative in the 201st Legislative District by a 15%
margin. Some could call
this an impressive feat,
especially as a first-time
campaigner going up
against the reigning State
Representative for the past
nine years. And even
though his first attempt
fell short, Carroll has no
shortage of optimism
about his future.
Carroll is a 31-year-old
openly gay Black man
born in Philadelphia and
raised in Germantown by

his late grandmother. He
credits her for giving him
a second chance at life.
Carroll says his mother
struggled with addiction
since she was 14 years old,
and his father was incarcerated for about 95% of
his life. He shares that his
grandmother was the one
who brought him home
from the hospital and from
there instilled a lot of the
knowledge and wisdom
that he carries with him
daily. He credits her for a
good fraction of the reason
that he gained interest in
politics.
“She would always take
me to the polling locations, and she allowed me
to push the button,” Andre
says, recalling those significant moments from his
childhood with his grandmother. “That empowered
a young person, you
know? I wasn’t able to
vote, but I felt included.”
The influence didn’t end at
the polls. Carroll also remembers going back home
and watching the results
on television with her. He
says those moments help
him remember the outcomes and results of prior
elections. The 2008 Presidential Election sparked a

discussion between him
and his grandmother that
would ultimately help Andre realize he had a higher
purpose in life. That was
the year Barack Obama
and Hillary Clinton would
go head-to-head in the
Democratic presidential
primary. His grandmother
was a huge Clinton supporter from the 1990s because of the economic
growth during former
President Bill Clinton’s
term. She was hopeful that
electing another Clinton
would have similar effects
on the country, especially
during the Great Recession.

2008 primary, she disclosed she would vote for
Obama. And that changed
him for the better.
“It was a moment for me,”
Carroll said, pausing for a
brief moment. “Because it
showed me I had the power to organize, and I didn’t
even know I was organizing. I was simply having a
conversation with the
woman who raised me and
who I loved.”

From there, he would go
on to graduate from Pierce
College and immerse himself in the political atmosphere. He volunteered for
local and national camCarroll didn’t share the
paigns for folks like Doug
same sentiment as his
Oliver in the 2015 mayor’s
grandmother. He says for- race and Bernie Sanders in
mer President Obama was the 2016 presidential race.
a breath of fresh air as a
For the past decade, Caryoung Black candidate at roll has worked in governthe time. However, he
ment jobs in the Philadelcouldn’t lend his vote be- phia City Controller’s ofcause he wouldn’t turn 18 fice and Pennsylvania
for another two months
State Senate. He has been
after the election, so he
a campaign worker for
needed to create a diafolks like Council memlogue with his grandmoth- bers Kendra Brooks and
er about their opinions.
Isaiah Thomas. Those exCarroll admits that his
periences and others like
grandmother was strongbeing a server, an educawilled and wouldn’t
tor, and a Black person in
budge, so he assumed she America helped him realwould vote for Clinton.
ize he wanted to run for
But, two weeks before the office. He confessed it was

one of the scariest things
he’s ever done.
“You’re putting yourself
on front street,” Carroll
said, speaking about the
level of transparency and
vulnerability he took into
the campaign. “Because
you never know what tomorrow is going to bring.
You know, the first thing
we all do [in the morning]
is check our phones, right?
There’s an anxiety of not
knowing what that notification is going to say, for
various reasons.” While he
says he’s never done
things he’s not proud of,
he says as a candidate you
brace yourself for what
will be said about you.
But the Germantown High
School alum recounts the
positive aspects of running
a campaign for State Representative. One of his
positives was the ability to
keep his voice in his campaign. He only took contributions from individuals
and unions, not from Super PACs or other political
organizations. His team
raised over $95,000 solely
through community support from individuals and
unions, which allowed him
to speak clearly about his
interests and issues of
choice, which included
healthcare, criminal justice, and education at the
top. Carroll’s bid for State
Representative was intentional, as he says it is the
most intimate relationship
a resident can have with an
elected official. He explained that City Council
districts are smaller for
most places than State Rep
districts, but it’s the opposite in our city. So being
State Rep would have allowed Carroll to represent
the people he grew up
around and shared similar
experiences of lack of access to resources by helping to pass legislation.
The campaign reconnected
Carroll with many people

he’s encountered in his
life, like classmates, coworkers, and even his
kindergarten teacher. He
adds that establishing new
relationships with residents around the 201st
district was a great experience. Carroll and his
team reached over 10,000
homes during campaigning, and while they didn’t
get to speak to someone
at every door, community
building was still one of
the best parts of the campaign. Carroll’s team also
incorporated elements of
mutual aid into his campaign by feeding more
than 2,000 people on the
campaign trail.

his advocacy for better
health care. “I thought
about her so much during
this campaign,” he says.
“I wish I could have a
conversation with her and
ask her what her thoughts
were.” Carroll disclosed
he felt solace in many of
these conversations with
older women during his
campaign. He shared a
moment when he realized
that some of those same
women found inspiration
in his story and connection to his grandmother.
He recalls canvassing on
Wayne Avenue with some
of his volunteers one afternoon. One of his volunteers approached a
woman about his camCarroll gracefully refutes paign, and he overheard
any loss when asked
the woman tell the volunabout his feelings about
teer that he had earned
losing the primary elecher vote based on his stotion. Receiving 43% of a ry. He says, “I felt like I
vote against a nine-year
had to gather myself beState Representative is
cause I felt like I heard
only a loss at a glance, he my grandmother. And
says. It showed that a
you know, that’s hapgood portion of residents pened to me several times
in the 201st District
on the campaign trail.
would like to see someAnd that’s what keeps me
one new. Going into the
going because there are
race, Carroll didn’t know people who see their
4,000 people in his neigh- grandson in me.”
borhood, so receiving
more than 4,350 votes
These days Carroll is
seemed like a big win. He working with hospitality
also believes that famili- union workers at Unite
arity played an essential
Here and thinking about
role in the election outhow he can get more recome and hopes that this sources into Germantown.
campaign was a first step There isn’t a single thing
in the district getting to
he says he would change
know him better.
about his campaign.
Though it has been an adCommenting on what this justment getting back to
means for future elecnormalcy, he has been
tions, the self-proclaimed able to get back to doing
servant leader says, “We things like walking his
created a blueprint to be
dog, going to the gym,
able to build off of now. practicing better eating
We see exactly what the habits, being kind to himcommunity wants and can self, and letting his faith
build off that.” His key
lead him.
takeaway from running
this campaign is to go
Carroll ends by sharing a
with what his heart tells
question he regularly asks
him, and sometimes that’s himself about his future:
going against the tide.
“How do I show up for
folks?”
Carroll shares the one
thing he wishes he would
have been able to do during his campaign – speak
with his grandmother. In
2009, she passed away
from liver cancer, which
he cites as one of the
most influential factors in

By Sammy Caiola, WHYY
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partment says enforcing the
curfew does not involve arrests or fines. There are exWorking on a solution to
ceptions to the rule for teens
gun violence and want to
who are coming home from
share it? Get in touch with work, with a parent or on
gun violence prevention re- active duty in the armed serporters Sammy Caiola and vices, but not for those who
Sam Searles.
are returning from a community-based program.
Earlier this month, Philadelphia City Council unaniCouncilmember Katherine
mously passed an ordinance Gilmore Richardson, who
that makes the year-round
introduced the policy, says
curfew for teenagers stricter the primary objective is to
for older teens during the
reunite teens in violation of
summer months. Under the the curfew with a family
former policy, kids ages 14 member or guardian. That
and 15 had to be indoors by may involve bringing them
10 p.m. and 16- and 17-year to a “community evening
-olds could stay out until
resource center” or a police
midnight. Now, the older
station until someone can
group must also be in by 10 pick them up. Resource cenp.m. or face a curfew viola- ters are designed to provide
tion. Philadelphia has had a mentorship, job readiness
curfew on the books since
skills, conflict resolution,
1955. The adjustment lasts and connections to services,
until September.
and staff there can also give
teens a ride home.
But nonprofit leaders and
academics have cast doubt There have been 1,045 nonon the strategy of punishing fatal shootings and 269 gun
the many to catch the
homicides in Philadelphia in
few. They say a curfew will 2022. A total of 121 childo little to stop people who dren under age 18 have been
actually have harmful inten- shot, according to the latest
tions, and that the policy is data from the Office of the
unfair to law-abiding teens. Controller.
The Philadelphia Police De- Richardson says the goal

behind the curfew is simple: A 2017 study of Washingget kids inside so they’re
ton, D.C., found that when
that city required kids be in
safe from gunfire.
by 11 p.m. instead of midnight, incidents of gunfire
“If we save the life of one
went up 150% — an addiyoung person, everything
tional seven gunshots a
we’ve done will be worth
week or so — and reporting
it,” she said recently on
of gunfire by members of
WURD radio.
the public went down.
The curfew, and young peo“When you take kids inside,
ples’ behavior in general,
has been a heated discussion maybe they are less likely to
be the victims,” said study
point across the city since
news of teens beating a 73- author and Purdue Universiyear-old man to death with a ty economist Jillian Carr.
“But if you think that not
traffic cone surfaced last
having witnesses and potenweek.
tial victims around makes it
Monet Seidle, 16, said most a little easier for someone to
people her age will probably pull the trigger, that can exjust ignore the policy and do plain why you might see an
what they’d usually be do- increase in gun violence
during those times.”
ing. For her, that might
mean heading home from a
program at youth nonprofit Carr’s work was based on
the number of gunshots recYEAH Philly or hanging
orded by an audio-based
out with friends
gunshot detection technolo“Even if I were out one day gy called ShotSpotter and
later than 10 p.m., I would- did not track shooting injun’t really stress it,” she said. ries or deaths.
“If [the police] come to me
She also expressed concerns
I’ll just look at them like,
‘Why are you talking to me? about the curfew being disproportionately enforced on
Now you’re making me
even later for my curfew.’” Black teenagers, and creating opportunities for policeteenager interactions to esShe also says it doesn’t
calate to violence.
make sense for a 16-yearold to have the same curfew
Kendra Van de Water, execas a 14-year-old.
utive director at YEAH
Philly, said she doesn’t bePatrick Baker Evans, 17,
also said the curfew won’t lieve a curfew will stop anystop anyone from commit- one who is intent on shooting someone else, and that
ting gun violence.
the city needs to do more to
“If they’re gonna go do that, address the root causes of
why would they stop and be gun violence instead. She
like, ‘Oh, there’s a curfew, I also worries it’s a misdireccan’t be out, it’s illegal,’” he tion of police resources.
said. “It’s just another ex“If we’re talking about PPD
ample of the city government’s ineffective ways of having a shortage of officdealing with gun violence.” ers, and we have a low
clearance rate for fatals and
non-fatals, and then you
There’s a lack of evidence showing whether cur- want police to enforce curfews actually curb juvenile few?” she said.
crime, and some researchers
The number of curfew viohave found that removing
lations issued by PPD douteens from the street inbled between July 2021 and
creases the likelihood of
July 2022, from 558 to
gunfire in an area.

1146. Police did not respond to WHYY’s request
for comment on the reason
for the jump.
Kimberly Reese, director of
a youth nonprofit
called Guiding Stars, said
parents of the teens she
works with have been calling for the change, because
they want their kids to be
safe at home. She doesn’t
buy the argument
about busier streets being
safer streets.
“We have multiple shootings in broad daylight with
people walking down the
street,” she said. “So to have
more people outside is not
going to stop people from
being violent.”
Some activists have called
on parents to be more informed about their children’s whereabouts at all
times, but especially late at
night.
Councilmember Gilmore
Richardson says she’s hopeful that the curfew centers
will help provide youth with
the support and mentorship
they need to refrain and protect themselves from violence. The city plans to
open locations in central
and Northwest Philadelphia
in August, making a total of
four curfew centers. The FY
22 budget included $1.3
million for the centers, and
the FY 23 budget includes
$3 million.

lower the corporate tax rate
to 4 percent by 2025, significantly accelerating and
exceeding the mileposts set
in legislation passed last
month to reduce the rate to
5 percent by 2031.
Shapiro said he doesn’t accept that Pennsylvania must
choose between fossil fuel
jobs and environmental justice. As governor, he would
support the gas industry and
promote growth in clean
energy by setting a goal of
generating 30 percent of
Pennsylvania’s energy from
renewable sources by
2030.

Pa. Attorney General Josh Shapiro speaks at a union rally on Oct. 16, 2020 in Pittsburgh. (CapitalStar photo by Stephen Caruso)

By Peter Hall
Pennsylvania Capital-Star
Democratic gubernatorial
nominee Josh Shapiro said
as governor he would energize Pennsylvania’s economy by cutting red tape, attracting innovative businesses and building a
skilled workforce.
Shapiro announced the plan
Monday during an event at
a Lackawanna County company that builds architectural staircases.
In a statement, Shapiro,
who is the sitting attorney
general, also said he would
also further lower the
state’s corporate net income
tax, and embrace Pennsylvania’s role as a natural gas
producer while investing in
green technology for the
future.

research institutions, provide access to capital, and
create a pipeline of talent
from high schools to colleges to the workforce by investing in career and vocational training, Shapiro
said.
A pro-growth agenda from
Shapiro should appeal to
independent voters and
moderate Republicans, who
may reject GOP nominee
Doug Mastriano’s extreme
positions, Millersville University political analyst Terry Madonna said.
Madonna said Shapiro’s
“all-of-the-above” energy
policy is also not unusual
for Democratic candidates.
He noted that Gov. Tom
Wolf is a proponent of
fracking although he has
been unsuccessful in his
goal of establishing a tax on
gas production.

not respond to a request for
comment Monday.
On Monday, Shapiro laid
out a four-pronged approach to boosting Pennsylvania’s economy:
As governor, Shapiro
would develop a comprehensive strategy for fostering new industries by creating innovation hubs to connect businesses, universities, research centers and
workers to create jobs. The
administration would also
expand the state Department of Community and
Economic Development’s
Manufacturing PA initiative
encouraging higher education institutions to work
with employers to develop
a trained workforce.

To create an economic climate that facilitates growth,
Shapiro would create an
office of Economic Growth
“As governor, I’ll lead the Mastriano, a state senator
and Workforce Developway to reignite our econo- from Franklin County,
ment to streamline the promy, ensuring businesses
identifies eliminating prop- cess for businesses to get
come to Pennsylvania and erty taxes, cutting the gas
permits and licenses. All
stay here, making our com- tax and reducing the corpo- state agencies involved in
monwealth a national leader rate net income tax to ateconomic development
for innovation, manufactur- tract new jobs as economic would have an online portal
ing, and job creation,”
priorities, according to his allowing applicants to track
Shapiro said.
website. Mastriano’s web- the status of their requests
site also says he would cut and establish timelines to
Pennsylvania would lead
tens of thousands of state
make licensing and permitthe nation in biotechnology regulations.
ting predictable.
and autonomous vehicles,
connect businesses with
Mastriano’s campaign did Shapiro also said he would

He would also set a goal for
Pennsylvania to reach netzero carbon emissions by
2050. He said he would also aggressively push to
make Pennsylvania the
home of a new regional hydrogen hub and grow the
state’s carbon capture, utilization, and storage industry
to create thousands of jobs.
To recruit and retain a
skilled workforce, Shapiro
said he would increase investment in vocational and
job skills training and
“build a pipeline from our
high schools to the workforce. Four-year degree requirements would be eliminated from thousands of
state government jobs, triple funding for apprenticeship programs and add career and technical training
to high school curriculums.
He said he would also support and expand the rights
of workers to unionize to
secure benefits.
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While we celebrate the
gains made by minoritized
populations in the United
States, much remains to be
done.
Notwithstanding the increased national dialogue
around racism following the
death of George Floyd,
structural and interpersonal
racism persist, with lasting
effects on life expectancy
and wellness of minorities.
These disparities are endemic and affect access to and
quality of healthcare and
social and economic opportunities.
Some concerning facts
about health and wellbeing
of minorities in the United
States:
• Although suicide
rates went down during
the pandemic, rates increased among minorities, particularly black
pre-teen youth. The
same trends are noted
among LGBTQ individuals.
• LGBTQ youth are
significantly more likely
to become homeless
compared with other
populations.

• Black and brown
persons with mental illness are incarcerated for
longer periods.
• 50 percent of white
U.S. medical students
hold inaccurate views on
physical differences that
are known to lead to discriminatory treatment.
• Compared to whites,
minority ethnic populations are more likely to
die of preventable cardiac causes.
• Reduced overall life
expectancy (including
higher rates of maternal
and infant mortality)
among minority populations has been linked to
the trauma of systemic
racism.
• Representation of
minoritized ethnicities
in the healthcare workforce remains low.

• Fear of deportation
has been shown to significantly affect the
mental health of immigrants, particularly children.
• Marginalized popu- Stigma also remains a major
lations experienced a
factor in preventing minoridisproportionate intized groups from seeking
crease in anxiety and
help. Social determinants
depression.
such as lack of transportation, unstable housing, lack
• Racial and ethnic
of health insurance, and jobs
minorities groups disthat don’t provide paid time
proportionately lack ac- off for treatment constitute
cess to mental health
structural barriers to seeking
treatment and medicahelp. Fortunately, many
tions.
communities have developed effective approaches to
• Black and brown
facilitate resilience and
people are systematical- healing. These include arts,
ly overdiagnosed with
music, community repsychotic disorders.
sources, and spiritual practices.

Utilizing the Trauma, Equity and Community (TEC)
framework, the Philadelphia
Department of Behavioral
Health and Intellectual disAbility Services (DBHIDS)
has developed strategies to
mitigate the impact of structural disparities on marginalized communities, along
with improving access to
care.
DBHIDS’ efforts include
the following targeted programs, many of which disproportionately serve marginalized communities.
• DBHIDS’ Diversity,
Equity, and Intervention
Unit
•
• Mural Arts program
• Engaging Males of
Color (EMOC)
• City-wide Language
Access policy
• Facilitating/
supporting virtual

spaces/listening sessions
years.
across the City following traumatic events.
A more comprehensive list
of resources is available on
our Boost Your Mood page.
• Faith and Spiritual
Additional information is
Affairs.
available by calling Member
• Network of Neigh- Services at 1-888-545-2600.
Philadelphians experibors program, which
encing a behavioral
supports communities
health crisis also can
experiencing traumatic
call the Philadelphia
events.
Crisis Line 24/7 at 215685-6440 or the national
• Immigrant and RefuLifeline 1-800-273-8255
gee Wellness Academy.
to get help from a
trained counselor. If
• Community Wellneeded, a mobile team
ness Engagement Units.
will be dispatched to the
person’s location to pro• Behavioral health
vide help from a trained
screening.
behavioral health team.
Sosunmolu Shoyinka, MD,
• Mental Health First MBA, is Chief Medical OfAid.
ficer for the City of Philadelphia Department of Be• The SAMHSA Re- havioral Health and IntelCAST grant, which tar- lectual disAbility Services
gets communities dis(DBHIDS).
proportionately impacted by trauma and civil
unrest over the past two

By Gia Banner,
Chief Correspondent

Photo courtesy of PHLCouncil.com

Gia: You hold a lot of community based events. I saw
all these in the park line
dancing, jazz, funk, and
soul. And then Showtime I
think starts in August, if I
read that correctly. So I was
hoping you could just briefly elaborate on these programs for viewers and
where they can participate if
they'd like to get involved.
Councilmember Bass: Well,
the ideas, you know, we had
this idea when I first came
into office back in 2012.
And the idea was that, you
know, not everybody can
get into center city, not everybody could get into Penn's
Landing or down on the
parkway for a festival. And
why can't we have more festivals and activities and
events right here in our own
communities. And, you
know, we've had, you know,
block parties have been a
staple for a long time. But
beyond that, bringing together the community and
the neighborhood, you
know, it just hasn't happened as much as we would
like to see it happen. And so
that's what was one of the
ideas behind having these
events. And the idea was,
the theme of it, I should say,
is reclaiming our public
spaces. And so one of the
things I remember when I
was running for office, there
was one park in particular,
which I will not name, but I
remember campaigning in
the neighborhood. And
there was this, you know,
really nice playground right

down the street. And people
who lived on the block abutting the playground said, I
don't see my kids there, we
don't go there. We don't,
you know, there's no activity there. It's just, you know,
sort of like the negative influence that we have in certain neighborhoods. And so
that's one of the places
where we have activities.
Now, people from all over
that neighborhood come
they participate. It's one of
our best events. And we
were able to bring people
back into their neighborhood, Park Recreation Center playground to partake,
and we're going to keep doing that we're going to keep
doing it. We've spread it
around and added two new
locations this year, Jerome
Brown Playground and also
Waterview Recreation Center. And so, you know,
we're really trying to get
folks to come out and enjoy
themselves in their neighborhood.
Gia: So I saw a resolution
was passed by the Philadelphia Parks, Recreational and
Cultural Affairs Committee
to approve the Rebuild Philadelphia Program. And I
know you did fight for the
Eighth District to receive, a
proper amount of funding
on par with the other districts. So can you just expand a little bit on why
there wasn't adequate funding in the first place allocated to the Eighth District?
Councilmember Bass:
That's the million dollar
question. So this was a program that was originally
touted as a $500 million
program, which would be
used to greatly improve our
playgrounds, recreation centers, and libraries. I’ve been
the Chair of Parks and Recreation and from the very
beginning, I've been asking
the question, what does that
mean in terms of distribution of dollars? There are
some neighborhoods that
have traditionally always
fared better. And there are

some neighborhoods that
have traditionally done not
so well in terms of getting
their fair share resources.
And so we wanted to make
sure the playing field was
leveled. So we asked over
and over and over again,
what is going to be the distribution? If it's a $500 million program? Is it going to
be $50 million for each of
the 10 districts? Is that the
way you're going to divvy it
up? We could never get a
straight answer from the
administration. So after asking for quite some time
now, we decided to ask the
question again and wait for
the results. We told them,
we were willing to put
pause on the Rebuild Project statement, which is
what we were there to pass
out of committee, we put
pause on the hearing and
ask them to give us the details of how much each district was getting. And when
we got the numbers we were
just shocked. And then we
realized why it was such a
closely guarded secret. Districts along the River
Wards, and Northeast Philadelphia and South Philadelphia did very, very well.
The rest of the city, primarily black and brown communities ended up in the $50
million range for what they
received, some districts received 58-59 million. The
8th Council District, which
is my district received 31
million, almost less than
everyone else. So we wanted an answer as to why who
made these decisions? Why
were they made, when were
they made based on what.
So we asked to see the criteria and the notations in
terms of you know, how
these decisions were made,
because it clearly was not
fair. Our district has been in
severe need and neglect for
these dollars for resources
for a long time. And I just
found it appalling that the
Kenney Administration
thought it was okay. Like
they were perfectly fine
with this. It's not okay, it's
not acceptable. These are all

your constituents. And all
these people in all of these
neighborhoods voted for
you and supported you. And
want to see you succeed. So
it was quite appalling that
this decision was ever made.
At the end of the day, we
were able to work some
things out. Special shout
out, and thanks to council
president Darrell Clarke
who really worked with me
to make it happen.
Gia: So hot topic on the
forefront of every Philadelphia residents mind is Gun
Violence? You recently did
a segment called? What do
you do when the shooter
lives with you? Where you
gave your take on Gun Violence? Can you summarize
for us what that take is, and
what are some key factors
you think need to be addressed in order to really
solve this problem in
Philly?
Councilmember Bass: I
think that when you look at
these young people, they
live at home for the most
part, these shooters and
these victims, and a lot of
them, you know, I'm not
talking about innocent victims who haven't been engaged in this gun play. You
know, I've seen cases where
you have a number of these
victims, who are involved in
shootouts, you know, they
have a gun, somebody else
has a gun, whoever is quicker on the draw, you know,
they can go home that night,
and the other one's going,
you know, to the morge. We
need to stop this, and the
way that we can stop it, I
believe we can, I don't believe in waiting for the police. I don't believe in waiting for the district attorney,
I don't believe in waiting for
any program, the best program is the one in your
house, if you know you've
got a young person who
might have a gun, you need
to run through that room, he
didn't flip over that mattress, look under that bed,
check out that closet, go

through those dresser drawers, you know these are
young people who are hiding their guns in the homes
where they live. And so we
need to get those guns before they become a victim.
Or before they become the
perpetrator. Either way,
they're going to lose their
life, if they become a victim, chances are they're
goning to end up in the morge if they are a perpetrator,
they're going to end up in a
facility, incarcerated for the
rest of their lives. A lot of
times, you know, parents
need to do that. But at the
same time, we have a couple of things going on. We
know that some parents are
fearful of their children who
live in their house. And so
that's part of the campaign.
What do you do when you
have a young person who
lives with you and you're
fearful, you're afraid of asking them, talking to them,
getting the gun from them
taking the gun. I'm going to
get this gun out of their
hands. And I'm going to get
them the help that they
need. What does that help
look like? And so those are
the kinds of things that
we're going to be exploring
so we can get resources to
parents to deal with it. So
that because a lot of parents
don't want to call the police
on their child when they
find a gun. They don't want
to call the police, what do I
do next? And so we need to
advise them as to how to
deal with this situation. Because some of these shooters are living at home with
their parents, with their
grandparents with a caregiver. They're living with family members, they're not on
their own.
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