


Hours: 
Monday: Closed  
Tues  to Thurs: 12pm-9pm  
Friday to Saturday: 12pm-10pm  
Sunday: 12pm-7pm.  
 
Address 
8010 Ogontz Ave,  
Philadelphia, PA 19150 
 
Phone 
215-276-0657 

Burgers & Sandwiches 
(Lettuce, tomato, onion, pickles, and American 

cheese.) 

Beef Burger-    $5.50 

Bacon Burger-   $6.50 

Turkey Burger-   $5.50 

Pulled Pork    $8.25 

Pulled Pork w/Cole Slaw $9.25 

BBQ Pork Rib   $12.00  

 

BBQ 
BBQ Pork Ribs    $16.50 (1/2 ) 

    $29.00 (Slab) 

BBQ Beef Ribs    $19.25 (1/2) 

    $31.25 (Slab) 

BBQ Chicken    $9.25 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

Jerk Chicken   $9.25 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

Fried Chicken  $9.50 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

BBQ, Jerk, or Fried Wing $4.65 (3 Wings) 

 

Platters 
BBQ Pork Ribs-   $17.00 

Pulled Pork-    $15.00 

BBQ Beef Ribs-   $18.00 

BBQ Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

 

Jerk Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

Fried Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

Chicken Wings-   $13.25 

BBQ Pork Ribs & Chicken- $22.50 

 w/White Meat $23.50 

BBQ Beef Ribs & Chicken- $24.50  

 w/White Meat $25.50 

Turkey Wing-     $13.50  

 

Seafood 
Shrimp-     $24.00 (12) 

    $12.00 (6) 

Fresh Fish Sandwich-   

Whiting   $9.75 

Catfish   $10.25 

Swai    $10.25 

Fresh Fish Platter-    

Whiting   $14.75 

Catfish   $15.25 

Swai    $15.25 

Grilled Salmon  $17.00 

Shrimp Platter-   $27.50 (12) 

    $17.00 (6) 

Fish/Shrimp Combo Platter-  

Whiting   $26.75 

Catfish/Swai   $27.25 

 

Desserts 
Apple Cobbler-   $4.00 

Peach Cobbler-   $4.00 

Assorted Cakes-   $4.00 

Banana Pudding  $4.00 

 

Signature Sides & Sides 
Potato Salad- $4.00/8.00 

Cabbage- $4.00/8.00 

Collard Greens- $4.00/8.00 

Candied Yams- $4.00/8.00 

Mac & Cheese- $4.75/$9.50 

String Beans- $4.00/8.00 

Baked Beans- $4.00/8.00 

Coleslaw- $4.00/8.00 

Mac & Tuna- $4.00/8.00 

Seafood Salad- $4.00/8.00 

Corn on the Cob- $2.50 

French Fries- $2.50 

Sweet Potato Fries- $2.50 

Corn Muffin- (3 for) $2.50 

 

All vegetables cooked 

with smoked turkey 

products. 

 

Prices are subject to 

change without notice. 
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By Rasheed Ajamu 
Germantown Info Hub  
 
Germantown is one of 
many neighborhoods on 
the fast track to no longer 
feeling how it once did. 
New developments are 
popping up everywhere, 
whether apartments or 
storage units. Some may 
ask, “what can I do about 
this” or “how can I be in-
volved in decision-
making?” That answer is 
simple — join your local 
Registered Community 
Organization (RCO). 
These are groups through-
out Philadelphia that try to 
manage their community’s 
physical development. 
While RCOs don’t make 
the final decision in the 
development approval 
process, they play a cru-
cial role in the decision.  
If you aren’t familiar with 
RCOs, the need for them, 
or what they do, check out 
the following information 
collected and compiled 
from the city’s web-
site below. 
 
Background 
In Philadelphia, all devel-
opments must adhere to a 
process of approval based 
on the Philadelphia Zon-
ing Code. 
The Philadelphia Zoning 
Code is comprised of dif-
ferent codes and variances 
meant to “protect public 
health, safety, and welfare 
by regulating the use of 
land and controlling the 
type, size, and height of 
structures.”  
These codes ensure that 
buildings are in an (1) ap-
propriate setting and (2) 
have the appropriate de-
sign for the location it in-
tends to be at. Construc-
tion and development pro-
jects that don’t comply 
with the code require a 
variance. A variance is an 
approved change from the 
standard requirements of a 
given ordinance. Develop-
ers must go through a pro-
cess of approval to receive 
a permit to begin con-
struction. 

Process of Approval 
(1) Developers must sub-
mit an application to the 
city’s Department of Li-
censes and Inspec-
tions (L&I) for a permit. 
(2) If the plans follow the 
zoning requirements/code, 
developers can proceed 
with building “by-right.” 
If not, L&I issues a re-
fusal, and then developers 
must (3) amend the plan to 
meet the guidelines or 
seek a variance. (4) If a 
developer plans to seek a 
variance, they are then re-
quired to present their 
plans to the RCO(s) 
(sometimes there is more 
than one) based in the vi-
cinity of where their pro-
ject will take place. (5) 
Once the developer meets 
with the RCO, the RCO 
takes notes and gives their 
suggestions to the Zoning 
Board of Adjust-
ment (ZBA), who makes 
the final decision. 
Please note that the ZBA 
doesn’t have to follow the 
RCOs input, but RCOs 
hold a lot of influence in 
the decision-making pro-
cess. 
 
RCO Meeting Process 
When a refusal is issued 
to a developer, 
the Philadelphia City 
Planning Commis-
sion (PCPC) sends a no-
tice of refusal to the ap-
propriate RCOs within the 
vicinity of the project. If 
there are multiple RCOs 
within the area, the Dis-
trict City Councilmember 
will appoint a coordinat-
ing RCO. For German-
town, that would be Coun-
cilmember Cindy Bass. 
The appointed coordinat-
ing RCO will then consult 
with the other RCOs and 
the developer to set a 
place, time, and date.  
That meeting must be 
within 45 days of the ap-
peal date, and the meeting 
must be advertised to the 
public. The ZBA will only 
hear an appeal when the 
documentation of proof of 
meeting is presented; oth-
erwise, there must be 

proof that there was an 
attempt made for a meet-
ing within the 45 days. 
What Happens at the RCO 
Meeting 
Here’s what to expect at 
an RCO meeting: 

• Learning about the 
proposed project and the 
requested variances 

• Voicing their possible 
concerns or interest in the 
proposed project 

• Negotiations for 
changes are often made in 
exchange for a Communi-
ty Benefits Agreement, a 
contract that helps estab-
lish amenities and mitiga-
tions for community bene-
fit.  

•  

• Voting to urge the ap-
proval or denial variances 
of the project, which the 
ZBA will consider before 
making a final decision. 
As stated before, RCOs 
must send meeting sum-
mary notes to the ZBA, 
PCPC, and the District 
Councilmember. 
 
Germantown RCOs 
Here’s a list of local 
RCOs and the contact in-
formation associated with 
each of them.  
 
59th Democratic Ward 
443 East Haines Street, 
19144 
Patrick Jones 
(patwjones@gmail.com) 
 
Awbury Arboretum Neigh-
bors 
P.O. Box 20599, 19138 
Brenna Kelly 
(brenna.dee@gmail.com) 
 
Baynton Hill Neighbors 
51 East Penn Street, 19144 
Joe McCarthy 
(jfmccarthy3rdarchitecture@
gmail.com) 
 
Blue Bell Hill Civic Associ-
ation 
627 West Johnson Street. 
19144 
Isabel Pilling 
(itsfromiz77@yahoo.com) 
 
Chew and Belfield Neigh-
bors Club Incorporated 
6211 W Chew Avenue, 
19138 
Rev. Chester H. Williams 

(jesus4620032004@yahoo.c
om) 
 
Cliveden Hills Association 
P.O. Box 12317, 19119 
Adrienne Glenn 
(glenn6342@comcast.net) 
 
Faith Community Develop-
ment Corporation (FCDC) 
108 East Price Street, 19144 
Ines Love 
(faithcdc.rco@gmail.com) 
 
Foxx Lane RCO 
3008 Foxx Lane, 19144 
Wendella Fox 
(wpfox3008@verizon.net) 
 
Penn Knox Neighborhood 
Association 
5320 Germantown Ave, 
19144 
Deneene Brockington 
(pennknox.germantown@gm
ail.com) 
 
Price-Knox Neighbors  
187 West Price Street, 19144 
Rev Elliot J Harrigan 
(ejhaxa@gmail.com) 
 
SoLo/Germantown Civic 
Association 
4908 Wayne Ave, 19144 
Allison Weiss 
(awfromhh4@gmail.com) 
 
Wakefield 49ers Communi-
ty Development and Im-
provement Association 
PO Box 25607, 19144 
Rosalind McKelvey 
(roz.mckelvey@gmail.com) 
 
West Central Germantown 
Neighbors 
6122 McCallum Street, 
19144 
Massoud Mohadjeri 
(maxmoh@comcast.net) 
 
West Chelten Neighbors 
Association 
P.O. Box 44342, 19144 
Cory Kegerise 
(hello@westchelten.org) 

https://www.phila.gov/
https://www.phila.gov/
https://www.phila.gov/media/20200213115058/NEW-ZONING-GUIDE_2020.pdf
https://www.phila.gov/media/20200213115058/NEW-ZONING-GUIDE_2020.pdf
https://www.phila.gov/departments/department-of-licenses-and-inspections/
https://www.phila.gov/departments/department-of-licenses-and-inspections/
https://www.phila.gov/departments/department-of-licenses-and-inspections/
https://www.phila.gov/departments/zoning-board-of-adjustment/
https://www.phila.gov/departments/zoning-board-of-adjustment/
https://www.phila.gov/departments/zoning-board-of-adjustment/
https://www.phila.gov/departments/philadelphia-city-planning-commission/
https://www.phila.gov/departments/philadelphia-city-planning-commission/
https://www.phila.gov/departments/philadelphia-city-planning-commission/
mailto:patwjones@gmail.com
mailto:brenna.dee@gmail.com
mailto:jfmccarthy3rdarchitecture@gmail.com
mailto:jfmccarthy3rdarchitecture@gmail.com
mailto:jesus4620032004@yahoo.com
mailto:jesus4620032004@yahoo.com
mailto:glenn6342@comcast.net
mailto:faithcdc.rco@gmail.com
mailto:wpfox3008@verizon.net
mailto:pennknox.germantown@gmail.com
mailto:pennknox.germantown@gmail.com
mailto:ejhaxa@gmail.com
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By Shelly Shell Williams 
Photo Credit; Eric Allen Face-
book 
 
Uptown-raised Eric Allen, 
known as EA, OmabaEA, 
EA Every Day, is building 
an undeniable empire with 
Hip Hop on Deck, Philly 
Uncut, Figga Gang Films, 
and Philly Storm of Fash-
ion. EA went from being a 
drug dealer to dominating as 
a corporate hustling profes-
sional. If you ask EA how 
he balances it all, he says, I 
don't stop. For the last 24 
years, I've witnessed EA 
continue to rise from the 
world of the Have Nots to 
be a Mover and Shaker in 
Entertainment, Films, and 
Sales.  
 
EA is nominated for Up-
town Standards Award ti-
tled  F.A.M.E (Fashion, 
Arts, Music, and Entertain-
ment). This title fits EA as 
he has worked in every area. 
One of the many entertain-
ment titles Eric Allen holds 
is Film Director with his 
Philly Uncut Documentary 
Series, three volumes avail-
able on Tubi. Philly Uncut 
is a documentary series of 
live and uncut areas of Phil-
adelphia; produced to create 
conscious awareness among 
our communities. 
 
Rapper and Host of Million 
Dollars Worth of Game, 

Gillie Da King, exposes 
viewers to the poverty-
stricken side of Philadelphia 
(PA), the 5th largest city in 
America. Philly Uncut stars 
Eric Allen, Bariq Cobbs, 
Gillie Da King, and Wallace 
Wallo Peeples. 
 
Congratulations on the 
nomination for the Uptown 
Standard Fame Award. 
Though I've known EA for 
years, until this interview, I 
learned much more about 
his life. Read more about 
Eric "EA" Allen.   
 
Shelly Shell: As an Uptown 
Native, what was your fa-
vorite place to go growing 
up? 
 
Eric Allen: Esquire Movie 
Theater and the Cheltenham 
mall.   
 
Shelly Shell: You grew up 
in the same neighborhood as 
influential figures in the en-
tertainment business; who 
were some of your biggest 
influences growing up in 
Uptown? 
 
Eric Allen: DJ Cosmic Kev, 
Parry P, Disco Rat, the 
Grand Masters of Funk, the 
whole crew.  
 
Shelly Shell: You've had 
major success in your ca-
reer, but life didn't begin 
that way for you; tell us 
your experience with going 
to prison and tell us the 
principles you learned from 
the experience?   
 
Eric Allen: I grew up a have 
not, so as an adult, I became 
a drug dealer in the early 
80s, which led me into a 
world that wasn't good for 
me; it sent me to jail for five 
years, and that's where I 
gained knowledge of self 
from reading books and 
right from wrong. I wanted 
to change based on just hav-
ing a son that was six 
months when I was sen-
tenced to 5 years in a State 
Penn.  

 
Shelly Shell: What inspired 
you to get into the entertain-
ment business? 
 
Eric Allen: I was a rapper 
who stopped in 1983 when 
the drug game was intro-
duced to me, and I regret it 
to this day. Looking back on 
those days, it could've been 
the worst living that life-
style.  
Shelly Shell: You've been in 
the entertainment business 
for over 20 years; if some-
one asks, What do you do? 
How would you answer 
them? 
 
Eric Allen: 24 years, A 
MOVER AND SHAKER 
OR A LOBBYIST BUT 
NOT IN THE POLITICAL 
WORLD AS WE KNOW 
IT.   
 
Shelly Shell: EA Hip Hop 
on Deck You mentioned 
that producing fashion 
shows is one of your biggest 
passions. Why do you have 
such a passion for fashion? 
 
Eric Allen: I grew up a have 
not, no new gear, no new 
shoes, just what I was able 
to get from my late great, 
hard-working mother Car-
olyn E Allen- when my aunt 
passed away in the early 
80s, my mom took on my 
cousin where it was 13 in 
one house 7128 Ogontz 
Ave. I went to Morris E. 
Leeds Middle school, and I 
remember going to school 
with holes in my sneakers; 
by the time I got home from 

school, my socks were com-
ing out of the hole in the 
front bottom of my sneak-
ers. I always had shoes be-
ing raised in the church, so 
dress gear was not an issue 
even though the suits came 
from the thrift store as we 
know it, aka Goodwill.  
 
Shelly Shell: What is the 
key to making it out of 
crime and poverty? 
 
Eric Allen: Avoid distrac-
tions in life and be around 
like-minded people, places, 
and things.  
 
Shelly Shell: "I don't enter-
tain broken conversations," 
Gillie said in Philly Uncut. 
You have three volumes of 
Philly Uncut on Tubi; what 
is the vision for the upcom-
ing Philly Uncut, and when 
will it be released? 
 
Eric Allen: TO GAIN 
MASTERY- the children 
learn from what they see, 
hear, and are taught !!!! 
 
Shelly Shell: You've gone 
24 years, no breaks, never 
stopping; what is your ulti-
mate desire for your ca-
reer?  
 
Eric Allen: TO GAIN 
MASTERY AND TO 
ADAPT FROM BEING A 
HAVE NOT  
 Shelly Shell: You've man-
aged or helped to launch the 
careers of key people in the 
city; what does it take to be 
a manager, and how does an 
up-and-coming go about 

getting the right manager? 
 
Eric Allen: SHOWING 
GREAT WORK ETHIC 
AND TREATING HIS /
HER ARTISTRY AS A 
JOB. Mostly important is 
that they have a fan base 
outside the world or areas 
they live or grew up in.  
 
Shelly Shell: What's up next 
for you? 
 
Eric Allen: Philly Storm of 
Fashion Fall and Winter 
Show and the Independent 
versus at the Met Philadel-
phia.  
 
Shelly Shell: Do you still 
have the love for hip hop 
that you had in the begin-
ning? 
Eric Allen: I just started; I 
don't get the question!  
 
Shelly Shell: What are some 
of your biggest challenges 
and issues with the enter-
tainment business?  
 
Eric Allen: CAPITOL  
 
I hope Eric Allen inspires 
you; he is not done; so 
much more to go. To con-
tact Eric Allen visit HipHo-
ponDeck.com or on social 
media at 
@phillystormoffashion 
@obamaea 
@hiphopondeckea  



By RRS Broker 
 

2022 Summer is  basically 
over and school is back in 
session. We are now going 
into the season of giving. 
It’s the season of sales, in-
ventory checks and seeing if 
you can make yearend ex-
pectations. We all know 
2022 is a weird year, but we 
all have to make the best of 
it. From rivers drying out in 
Texas showing dinosaur 
footprints to floods in Paki-
stan and now monkey pox, 
its just an unusual time. 

Could it t actually get 
worse? Yes it can. Worst I 
ever saw in my lifetime is 
the Great Recession, but it 
wasn’t as bad as the great 
depression. After seeing all 
the damage Covid19 caused 
around the world, now cli-
mate changes worldwide, 
food shortages, and inflation 
– within these last 2 years- 
another catastrophe happen-
ing is imaginable. So there’s 
no surprise prices on any-
thing is  high.  

But you know what’s been 
steady? Its Gold and Silver. 
Quick history lesson- there 
are two metals that presi-
dential candidate William 
Bryan wanted to back the 
US Dollar, and that’s Gold 
and Silver. And eventually 
the dollar was backed by 
gold until the 1970’s, when 
President Nixon took it off 
the gold standard. That was 
when you could exchange 
your dollars for gold- main-
ly by central banks. And the 
USA held a whopping 70% 
of gold reserves. Nixon end-
ed due to a gold run (almost 
like a bank run when a bank 
is insolvent) because of US 
deficits and US inflation on 
its currency. 

Hmmmm…. Does it sound 
like the USA (and its USD) 
is going through this event 
right now? Nope. We are 
still the world reserve  cur-
rency, and the USD is about 

the same as the EUR. That’s 
because although Cares act 
back in March 2020 of $2.2 
Trillion, which was printed 
by the US Treasury,every 
other country has been hav-
ing the money printers 
working overtime. The USD 
value declined versus all the 
currencies because we add-
ed $2.2T of USD in circula-
tion, other countries been 
printing even more than 
USA which makes USD 
much stronger in 2022 than 
in 2020. Earth currency is 
more like blockchain tech-
nology because you cant 
make more gold , silver, 
copper etc. And like Ru-
dolph the Red Nosed Rein-
deer said 

“Silver and gold, silver and 
gold 

Ev'ryone wishes for silver 
and gold 

How do you measure its 
worth? 

Just by the pleasure it gives 
here on earth” 

It’s the Earths currency, and 
you should be buying into. 
One Gold or Silver bullion 

or coin or bar (if you got 
money like that) would be a 
great gift that would last a 
lifetime. Or at least, it 
would hedge against infla-
tion. All that means is that 
Gold and Silver is to protect 
the decreased purchasing 
power of your money. So if 
another stimulus is passed 
( doubt it ) then prices will 
go up once more and so will 
the price of gold and silver. 
Basically, this will be the 
gift that keeps you afloat 
financially if hell breaks 
loose on Earth. 

Whether your 20 or 60, a 
new transfer of wealth is 
upon the horizon. This isn’t 
just the USA going through 
a change. The whole world 
is... It won’t be easy, but 
you never know until to try. 
Oh, and don’t forget to fol-
low me on IG or YouTube 
at @TheGetMoneyShow. 
Believe in yourself, believ 



By Cherri Gregg, WHYY 
 
Vanessa Bryant, the wife 
of the late NBA superstar 
Kobe Bryant won $16 mil-
lion in a lawsuit against 
Los Angeles County over 
leaked photos of the heli-
copter crash that claimed 
the lives of her famous 
husband, their 13-year-old 
daughter Gianna and seven 
others in 2020. The verdict 
came just two days after 
what would have been Ko-
be’s 44th birthday. 
 
“Kobe Bryant is one of the 
top basketball players in 
the history of the game,” 
said Leroy McCarthy, a 
location scout for feature 
films and television. “And 
although he lived on the 

Main Line, he is a part of 
Philadelphia.” 
McCarthy hopes to honor 
the legacy of Kobe and 
Gianna Bryant by renam-
ing two streets in Over-
brook, one extending 
along the Main Line. 
 
 
He wants to turn a section 
from North 60th Street to 
Columbia Avenue into 
Gianna Bryant Way, and 
Lancaster Avenue to City 
Line Avenue would be-
come Kobe Bryant Drive. 
It could happen. McCarthy 
has a track record — he 
was the force behind re-
naming a part of City Ave. 
between Monument Road 
and Presidential Boulevard 
after Ed Bradley, the late 

60 Minutes correspondent 
and Cheyney grad, who 
began his broadcast career 
at WDAS. 
 
He also helped to get a 
street renamed after the 
Philly-grown band, The 
Roots. 
Outside of Philadelphia, 
McCarthy led the effort to 
rename part of St James 
Place in Brooklyn 
“Christopher Wallace 
Way,” after the late rapper 
Notorious B.I.G. 
 
On top of all that, McCar-
thy helped get an intersec-
tion of the Lower East 
Side in New York City 
named “Beastie Boys 
Square” and a section of 
Staten Island renamed 
“Wu Tang Clan District.” 
“I have a kind of a 
knowledge of locations, 
hip hop, entertainment, 
sports, and putting those 
things together with my 
knowledge of working 
with government officials. 
I can reach out to get cer-
tain things done,” said 
McCarthy, citing his expe-
rience working on movies 
like Spike Lee’s “He Got 
Game.” 
 
Kobe Bryant grew up in 

Lower Merion and played 
basketball at Lower Meri-
on High School in 
Ardmore. 
The region, like the rest of 
the world, grieved his trag-
ic loss and the loss of his 
daughter GiGi in 2020. 
McCarthy says he chose 
the location for the re-
named streets because they 
lead to Tustin Playground. 
 
Earlier this year, Vanessa 
Bryant’s Mamba and 
Mambacita Sports Founda-
tion joined Nancy Lieber-
man Charities for a ribbon 
cutting ceremony to dedi-
cate two new outdoor bas-
ketball “Dream” courts 
and a public arts mural at 
the Tustin playground. The 
project features and com-
memorates Kobe and 
Gianna Bryant in the place 
where Bryant honed much 
of his “mamba” mentality. 
McCarthy said it just made 
sense to work to rename 
the area and intersection 
near Tustin after Kobe and 
Gianna. 
“Gianna wasn’t born in 
Philadelphia, but her fa-
ther was,” McCarthy said, 
“and Kobe’s dad played 
for the Sixers, so that lega-
cy has been there for dec-
ades.” 

 
McCarthy said he’s in 
talks with the offices of 
Philadelphia City Coun-
cilmember Curtis Jones 
and State Sen. Vincent 
Hughes to consider the ef-
fort. He says he reached 
out to the Mamba 
and Mambacita Sports 
Foundation and got posi-
tive feedback as well. 
McCarthy says he hopes 
the renaming efforts can 
come to fruition next term 
— a dedication could take 
longer. “It’s been a really 
emotional time,” said 
McCarthy. “So I’ll leave it 
to the estate to decide 
when the time is right.” 
In the meantime, McCar-
thy will keep pushing to 
recognize key figures in 
sports, hip hop and Black 
culture. He also has his 
sights set on recognizing 
Cheyney University’s 
women’s basketball team 
from 1982, which played 
in the first NCAA Division 
I women’s championship 
game. They went into the 
match on the back of a 23-
game winning season. 

LeRoy McCarthy holds up a street sign for the proposed Kobe Bryant Drive. 
(Courtesy of LeRoy McCarthy)  





By Marley Parish,  
Pennsylvania Capital Star 
 
Responding to a court deci-
sion that affirmed the right 
of law enforcement to stop 
drivers if any part of their 
license plate is obscured, a 
Republican lawmaker has 
plans to clarify state law to 
avoid criminalizing 
“hundreds of thousands of 
Pennsylvania drivers.” 
Sen. Scott Martin, R-
Lancaster, has proposed 
amending the Pennsylvania 
Vehicle Code to state that 
only important, identifiable 
information must be visible 
on a license plate. 
 
The proposal, introduced in 
a memo seeking legislative 
support last week, comes 
days after a state appellate 
court ruled that police may 

pull a person over if any 
part of their license plate is 
blocked. That includes let-
ters and numbers, the state’s 
official tourism website — 
visitpa.com — and the sur-
rounding paint. 
“The consequence of this 
decision has likely made 
thousands of Pennsylvania 
drivers in violation of the 
law overnight,” Martin 
wrote in the memo seeking 
colleagues’ support. 
The court decision sur-
rounds a case filed after an 
April 2021 traffic stop in 
Philadelphia. A police of-
ficer pulled over a driver 
due to a “partially obstruct-
ed registration plate,” spe-
cifically the state’s tourism 
website. 
 
During the stop, the officer 
noticed Derrick Ruffin, the 

front-seat passenger, was 
making “furtive move-
ments,” seemingly to con-
ceal something. The officer 
conducted a “protective 
sweep” and found a loaded 
revolver, additional ammu-
nition, and marijuana. Ruf-
fin was not licensed to carry 
a firearm or drive a car, and 
the vehicle was not regis-
tered. 
 
At a pretrial hearing last 
year, Ruffin argued that the 
officer had no grounds to 
pull him over, saying that 
the plate’s numbers and let-
ters were legible, according 
to court documents. A lower 
court moved to suppress the 
evidence recovered during 
the stop, ruling that an ob-
structed website does not 
justify a traffic stop. 
 

Existing law states that it’s 
unlawful to display a license 
plate that is so dirty that the 
numbers and letters are il-
legible from a “reasonable 
distance.” The code also 
prohibits license plate ob-
structions that prevent red 
light cameras or toll collec-
tion systems from reading 
the plate. 
Last week’s Superior Court 
decision, issued by a three-
judge panel, reverses the 
previous ruling — prompt-
ing concerns over enforce-
ment and how many Penn-
sylvania drivers could be 
breaking the law by having 
a vanity frame that blocks a 
portion of their plate. 
 
“This decision would now 
mean that any one of those 
drivers could be pulled over 
with probable cause,” Mar-

tin wrote in the memo, de-
scribing parked cars with 
custom license plate frames. 
“I do not believe this was 
the intent of lawmakers, and 
how can we reasonably ex-
pect law enforcement to 
consistently apply this rul-
ing in their daily activities?” 
Martin added that the ruling 
is “not a reflection of pre-
ferred outcomes,” saying 
that it’s the court’s job to 
“interpret the meaning of 
the law.” 
 
“Surely, it is not their intent 
to criminalize hundreds of 
thousands of Pennsylvania 
drivers, but rather a call to 
the Legislature to now per-
form its responsibility and 
better clarify language in 
the statute,” he wrote. 
 

https://www.pacourts.us/assets/opinions/Superior/out/j-s17005-22o%20-%20105250310195477950.pdf#search=%22ruffin%22
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=75&div=0&chpt=13&sctn=32&subsctn=0
https://www.wtae.com/article/pennsylvania-license-plate-ruling/40999955
https://www.wtae.com/article/pennsylvania-license-plate-ruling/40999955




‘Gun deaths are 
at an all-time high 
across the nation 
and right here in 
Pennsylvania,’ 
Gov. Tom Wolf 
said 
 
By John Micek, 
Pennsylvania Capital Star 
 
The prevalence of so-called 
‘ghost guns,’ untraceable 
weapons built from kits, has 
increased over the last few 
years, vexing law enforce-
ment as it has sought to 
combat gun violence in 
Pennsylvania’s towns and 
cities. 
 
A new federal rule that took 
effect this week will make it 
harder for the weapons to 
change hands, according to 
the Biden administration. 
And officials in Pennsylva-

nia say they welcome the 
tougher regulations. 
The rule, issued by the U.S. 
Justice Department, 
through its Bureau of Alco-
hol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives, requires 
federally licensed firearms 
dealers that sell or distribute 
the partially completed 
weapons to conduct back-
ground checks before sell-
ing or transferring those 
parts, the Wolf administra-
tion said in a statement. 
In Pennsylvania, the checks 
would be run through 
the Pennsylvania State Po-
lice, the administration said. 
 
The DOJ’s rule clarifies 
that those kits qualify as 
firearms and that the manu-
facturers of those kits must 
“become licensed and in-
clude serial numbers on the 
kits’ frame or receiver, and 
commercial sellers of these 
kits must become federally 
licensed and run back-
ground checks prior to a 

sale – just like they have to 
do with other commercially-
made firearms,” the White 
House said in an 
April statement. 
 
“Gun deaths are at an all-
time high across the nation 
and right here in Pennsylva-
nia,” Gov. Tom Wolf said 
in the statement his office 
issued this week. “We can 
prevent some of this tragedy 
by keeping weapons out of 
the hands of those who can’t 
pass a background check … 
This is long overdue, and 
we’re ready to implement 
this rule in Pennsylvania 
immediately.” 
 
Between 2016 and 2020, 
more than 23,000 firearms 
without serial numbers were 
reported to have been recov-
ered by law enforcement 
from potential crime scenes, 
according to DOJ officials. 
That tally includes weapons 
connected with 325 homi-
cides or attempted homi-

cides, the Capital-Star’s 
Washington Bu-
reau reported in May 
2021. 
 
In a statement last month, 
the state Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office said it had 
seen an “an exponential in-
crease” in the number of 
ghost guns recovered by law 
enforcement. 
That conclusion is borne out 
by new data.  
The Pennsylvania State 
Police, which began track-
ing the recovery and seizure 
of the weapons in 2021, rec-
orded 24 such instances last 
year. 
 
Philadelphia Police, who 
began tracking the same da-
ta in 2019, recorded 95 sei-
zures and recoveries that 
year, the administration 
said. That number increased 
to 250 in 2020, and a 
“startling” 571 last year. So 
far in 2022, the two law en-
forcement agencies have 

collectively recorded 334 
seizures and recoveries of 
the weapons, the admin-
istration said. 
In a statement, Shapiro, the 
Democratic nominee for 
Pennsylvania gover-
nor,  said his office had 
been “sounding the alarm” 
for years on the threat the 
weapons pose to public 
safety,. 
 
“For years convicted felons, 
violent drug dealers, have 
all been able to buy 
these guns at gun shows 
without a background 
check,” Shapiro continued, 
adding that the new federal 
rule will “[make] it harder 
for gun kits to end up in the 
hands of criminals and easi-
er for law enforcement to 
track crime guns in their 
investigations.” 
 

https://www.atf.gov/firearms/docs/rulemaking/final-rule-2021r-05f-definition-frame-or-receiver-and-identification/download?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=44444444-4444-4444-4444-444444444444
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/04/11/fact-sheet-the-biden-administration-cracks-down-on-ghost-guns-ensures-that-atf-has-the-leadership-it-needs-to-enforce-our-gun-laws/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=44444444-4444-4444-4444-444
https://www.penncapital-star.com/criminal-justice/law-enforcement-officials-from-pa-md-urge-action-against-rising-numbers-of-ghost-guns/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=44444444-4444-4444-4444-444444444444
https://www.penncapital-star.com/criminal-justice/law-enforcement-officials-from-pa-md-urge-action-against-rising-numbers-of-ghost-guns/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=44444444-4444-4444-4444-444444444444
https://www.penncapital-star.com/commentary/shapiro-state-ags-back-feds-effort-to-close-ghost-gun-loophole-tuesday-morning-coffee/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=44444444-4444-4444-4444-444444444444


By Aaron Moselle, 
WHYY 
 
After months of un-
certainty, Philadelphia 
has finally begun 
mailing new property 
assessments to thou-
sands of homeowners. 
Residents will also 
receive the forms 
needed to dispute the 
valuations. 
 
The figures, which 
dictate individual 
property taxes, will 
likely cause some 
sticker shock. After a 
three-year pause in 
assessments, residen-
tial property values 
increased by an aver-
age of 31%. 
Nearly a quarter of all 
single-family homes 
in the city saw as-
sessed values shoot up 
more than 50%, ac-
cording to a review 
conducted by the City 
Controller’s Office. 
“Some people are see-
ing their tax bills dou-
ble or triple,” said 
Kate Dugan, a staff 
attorney in the home-
ownership unit at the 
nonprofit Community 
Legal Services. 
 
The Office of Proper-
ty Assessment posted 
the new values 
online in May, but it 
was unclear exactly 
when homeowners, 
some without a per-
sonal computer or in-
ternet access, would 
receive the official 
notice in the mail. 
City officials said 
there’d be a delay be-
cause supply chain 
issues were prevent-
ing a vendor from 
procuring enough en-
velopes to complete 
the mailing. 
So far, the city has 
mailed assessment 
notices to nearly 
200,000 property 
owners, said spokes-
person Kevin Lessard. 

The majority of the 
notices, which went 
out on Friday, were 
for commercial prop-
erties. 
The rest of the notices 
— some 350,000 of 
them — will be 
mailed in the coming 
days, said Lessard. 
 
Property owners who 
want to dispute their 
new assessments have 
two options. Residents 
can pursue both ave-
nues. Neither require 
an attorney. 
 
Option 1: Residents 
can informally appeal 
their new property 
value by requesting 
that OPA conduct 
what’s known as 
a “First Level Re-
view.” The form to 
get assessors to take a 
second look is includ-
ed with the assess-
ment notices.. 
The deadline to re-
quest an FLR is Sept. 
30. 
Option 2: Property 
owners can also file a 
formal appeal of their 
new assessment with 
the city’s Board of 
Revision of Taxes. 
The deadline, set by 
the state, is Oct. 3. 
Officials are estimat-
ing up to 20% of 
property owners will 
appeal their new as-
sessments. 
“They’re always wel-
come to call us for 
help thinking through 
what relief they might 
qualify for if their as-
sessment is not some-
thing that they want to 
appeal,” said Dugan, 
of CLS. 
 
Alternatively, the city 
has existing programs 
designed to offset the 
financial impact of 
property assessments. 
Under the budget deal 
reached in June be-
tween City Council 
and Mayor Jim Ken-

ney’s administration, 
residents can apply to 
have $80,000 deduct-
ed from their property 
value, which could 
lower their property 
tax bill by about 
$1,119 each year. The 
Homestead Exemp-
tion was $45,000, 
which saved home-
owners about $629 
annually. 
A pair of new city 
laws change the eligi-
bility requirements for 
the Longtime Owner 
Occupants Pro-
gram and the Senior 
Citizen Real Estate 
Tax Freeze program. 
LOOP is designed to 
protect low-to-
moderate income 
homeowners from be-
ing displaced from 
swiftly gentrifying 
neighborhoods. Under 
the new measure, the 
value of the home-
stead exemption is no 
longer part of the 
equation for determin-
ing eligibility. Home-
owners can now have 
their property value 
capped as long as 
their assessment went 
up by at least 50% in 
one tax year. The re-
vamped program also 
enables homeowners 
to participate if their 
property value in-
creased by at least 
75% over the course 
of five tax years. 
A separate bill allows 
homeowners to retro-
actively enroll in the 
senior freeze program, 
which is generally for 
residents who are 65 
and older. 
Property tax bills are 
typically sent out in 
December and due at 
the end of the follow-
ing March. 
 







By Peter Hall 
Pennsylvania Capital Star 
 
Since July, more than a doz-
en prominent Republicans, 
including two former con-
gressmen, and a former sec-
retary of homeland security, 
have crossed partisan lines 
to endorse Democratic gu-
bernatorial nominee Josh 
Shapiro. 
 
Implicit in their approval of 
Shapiro’s experience as a 
legislator and attorney gen-
eral, policy positions and 
bipartisan accomplishments 
is a repudiation of Republi-
can nominee Doug Mastri-
ano, who surprised party 
leaders with a commanding 
victory in the crowded May 
primary. 
Mastriano, a state senator 
from south-central Pennsyl-
vania, is campaigning on a 
far-right platform that in-
cludes further restricting 
abortion access, cutting 
public school funding, and 
the promotion of conspiracy 
theories about the 2020 
election and the COVID-19 
pandemic.  
 
Present at the U.S. Capitol 
during the attempted insur-
rection in January 2021, 
Mastriano has since been 
identified as a key player in 
the conspiracy to throw out 
the 2020 presidential elec-
tion results by presenting an 
alternative slate of electors 
to Congress. 
 
“All that adds up to some-
one who is prepared to un-
dermine democratic choice 
to get what he wants,” said 
former U.S. Homeland Se-
curity Secretary Michael 
Chertoff, under President 
George W. Bush, who is 
one of 16 former Republi-
can officials from county to 
national levels to endorse 

Shapiro. “This is someone 
who shows an antipathy to 
the core values of the coun-
try and undermines democ-
racy.” 
 
Whether the endorsements 
of Shapiro or condemnation 
of Mastriano will persuade 
die-hard Republican voters 
to choose Shapiro over 
Mastriano won’t be clear 
until the election Nov. 8. 
But pundits say it may put a 
significant obstacle along 
Mastriano’s only path to 
victory. 
 
In a recent Franklin & Mar-
shall College poll, Shapiro 
held an 11-point margin 
over Mastriano, who also 
lagged behind Shapiro in 
the share of voters from his 
own party who supported 
him. Shapiro also has a 40-
24 percent lead among un-
decided voters. 
 
Both candidates are trying 
to broaden their appeal, said 
Millersville University po-
litical analyst Terry Madon-
na, and the votes they need 
to secure are suburban Re-
publicans around Pennsyl-
vania’s largest cities. 
Shapiro’s endorsement by 
respected members of their 
party, such as former 
Lehigh Valley Congressman 
Charlie Dent, former Bucks 
County Congressman Jim 
Greenwood, and former 
state House Speaker Denny 
O’Brien, who represented a 
Philadelphia district for 
more than 30 years, gives 
stalwart Republican voters 
permission to break away 
from the party line, Franklin 
and Marshall pollster Ber-
wood Yost said. 
 
“It sends a signal that if 
you’re not comfortable with 
the choice you don;t have to 
vote for them,” Yost said. 

The seven endorsements 
announced Tuesday fol-
lowed an earlier slate of ap-
provals from nine Republi-
cans in July. In addition to 
Chertoff, the latest endorse-
ments came from former 
state Rep. Mario Civera, of 
Delaware County; David 
Heckler, who was a state 
senator, district attorney, 
and judge in Bucks County; 
former state Rep. Raymond 
Bunt  Jr., of Montgomery 
County; former state Rep. 
Jim Kelly, of Allegheny 
County; former state Rep. J. 
Scot Chadwick, of Bradford 
County; and former state 
representative and public 
welfare secretary Beverly 
Mackereth, of York County. 
Heckler said he genuinely 
admires Shapiro for his abil-
ity to bring people from 
both parties together to gov-
ern. Heckler said as district 
attorney, he worked with 
Shapiro when Shapiro be-
came chairperson of the 
Pennsylvania Commission 
on Crime and Delinquency 
in 2015. Together they im-
plemented recommenda-
tions of the taskforce Heck-
ler had chaired in the after-
math of the Penn State sexu-
al abuse scandal.  
 
“Watching him deal with a 
number of the issues … im-
pressed me that he was be-
ing serious-minded and that 
he was evaluating the mat-
ters on the basis of what 
was proper policy – what 
was good for the common-
wealth – rather than what’s 
going to get us votes,” 
Heckler said. 
 
That’s a stark contrast with 
Mastriano, whom Heckler 
describes as the sort of poli-
tician empowered following 
former President Donald 
Trump’s election who is not 
serious about citizenship. 

“I expect the people who 
seek Americans’ votes to be 
a little more serious. To 
give some thought to the 
implications of what they’re 
doing,” Heckler said. 
 
From Mastriano’s persis-
tence in his baseless claim 
that the 2020 election was 
stolen to his refusal to en-
gage with local Pennsylva-
nia news outlets and barring 
reporters from many of his 
campaign events, Mastriano 
is cut off from reality, 
Heckler said. 
 
“Obviously what he wants 
to tell his supporters is not 
something he wants the gen-
eral public to hear,” Heckler 
said. “The only way you can 
keep talking about this is if 
you’re in some sort of feed-
back loop where you cut off 
cross communication with 
the general public.” 
Heckler said he’s confident 
that a “hefty chunk of Penn-
sylvanians” who are fiscally 
and socially conservative 
and who care about law and 
order, but also care about 
personal freedom will reject 
Mastriano.  
 
Mastriano’s no-exceptions 
proposal to cut off abortion 
access after six weeks, be-
fore many people know they 
are pregnant, may be partic-
ularly galling for those vot-
ers in the wake of the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s decision 
overturning Roe v. Wade, 
Heckler said. 
 
“Voters who don’t want 
their lives messed with will 
be in play this time,” Heck-
ler, who was elected as a 
pro-choice Republican, said. 
Chertoff said Mastriano’s 
embrace of “the Big Lie,” 
his assertion that as gover-
nor he would decertify the 
state’s election machines 

and his power, if elected, to 
select the secretary of state, 
are worrisome given Penn-
sylvania’s growing promi-
nence as a presidential 
swing state. 
 
“If someone can rig the 
game as far as not having 
fair elections that has na-
tional consequences,” 
Chertoff, who lives in 
Washington, D.C., said of 
his decision to get involved 
in the Pennsylvania gover-
nor’s race.  
 
Mastriano’s indications that 
he would interfere with 
Pennsylvania’s electoral 
process flies in the face of a 
fundamental tenet of the 
Republican party that you 
accept the democratic pro-
cess and the rule of law, 
Chertoff said. 
 
“If we’re going to have a 
future as a country, both 
parties are going to have to 
realize that while you want 
to win elections, you have 
to accept the will of the vot-
ers and not come up with 
bogus excuses to change the 
outcome,” Chertoff said. 

‘It sends a signal that if you’re not comfortable with the choice you don’t have to 

vote for them,’ Franklin & Marshall pollster Berwood Yost said 

https://www.penncapital-star.com/election-2022/since-winning-gop-primary-mastriano-has-kept-silent-on-abortion-physicians-urge-him-to-break-it/
https://www.penncapital-star.com/campaigns-elections/mastrianos-education-funding-plan-would-devastate-pennsylvania-public-schools-advocates-say/
https://www.penncapital-star.com/election-2022/shapiro-fetterman-lead-in-new-franklin-marshall-college-poll-thursday-morning-coffee/
https://www.penncapital-star.com/election-2022/shapiro-fetterman-lead-in-new-franklin-marshall-college-poll-thursday-morning-coffee/
https://www.penncapital-star.com/election-2022/former-congressmen-house-speaker-among-republicans-endorsing-shapiro/
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