


Hours: 
Monday: Closed  
Tues  to Thurs: 12pm-9pm  
Friday to Saturday: 12pm-10pm  
Sunday: 12pm-7pm.  
 
Address 
8010 Ogontz Ave,  
Philadelphia, PA 19150 
 
Phone 
215-276-0657 

Burgers & Sandwiches 
(Lettuce, tomato, onion, pickles, and American 

cheese.) 

Beef Burger-    $5.50 

Bacon Burger-   $6.50 

Turkey Burger-   $5.50 

Pulled Pork    $8.25 

Pulled Pork w/Cole Slaw $9.25 

BBQ Pork Rib   $12.00  

 

BBQ 
BBQ Pork Ribs    $16.50 (1/2 ) 

    $29.00 (Slab) 

BBQ Beef Ribs    $19.25 (1/2) 

    $31.25 (Slab) 

BBQ Chicken    $9.25 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

Jerk Chicken   $9.25 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

Fried Chicken  $9.50 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

BBQ, Jerk, or Fried Wing $4.65 (3 Wings) 

 

Platters 
BBQ Pork Ribs-   $17.00 

Pulled Pork-    $15.00 

BBQ Beef Ribs-   $18.00 

BBQ Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

 

Jerk Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

Fried Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

Chicken Wings-   $13.25 

BBQ Pork Ribs & Chicken- $22.50 

 w/White Meat $23.50 

BBQ Beef Ribs & Chicken- $24.50  

 w/White Meat $25.50 

Turkey Wing-     $13.50  

 

Seafood 
Shrimp-     $24.00 (12) 

    $12.00 (6) 

Fresh Fish Sandwich-   

Whiting   $9.75 

Catfish   $10.25 

Swai    $10.25 

Fresh Fish Platter-    

Whiting   $14.75 

Catfish   $15.25 

Swai    $15.25 

Grilled Salmon  $17.00 

Shrimp Platter-   $27.50 (12) 

    $17.00 (6) 

Fish/Shrimp Combo Platter-  

Whiting   $26.75 

Catfish/Swai   $27.25 

 

Desserts 
Apple Cobbler-   $4.00 

Peach Cobbler-   $4.00 

Assorted Cakes-   $4.00 

Banana Pudding  $4.00 

 

Signature Sides & Sides 
Potato Salad- $4.00/8.00 

Cabbage- $4.00/8.00 

Collard Greens- $4.00/8.00 

Candied Yams- $4.00/8.00 

Mac & Cheese- $4.75/$9.50 

String Beans- $4.00/8.00 

Baked Beans- $4.00/8.00 

Coleslaw- $4.00/8.00 

Mac & Tuna- $4.00/8.00 

Seafood Salad- $4.00/8.00 

Corn on the Cob- $2.50 

French Fries- $2.50 

Sweet Potato Fries- $2.50 

Corn Muffin- (3 for) $2.50 

 
All vegetables cooked 

with smoked turkey 

products. 

 

Prices are subject to 

change without notice. 
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By Andre Brown, Online 
Editor 
 
Shelly Shell honored dur-
ing the “She Run The City 
Tour” as the ladies took 

over at the Met 
 
The stage was set on No-
vember 27th as an all ladies 
lineup took the stage at the 
Met and they did not disap-

point 
 
From the dancers to the 
performers the stage was 
full of energy and excite-
ment as Philly’s own 
Rocky was the center of an 
all female lineup 
 
Midway through the show 
Red Snapper came on stage 
to honor multiple amazing 
young and more mature 
women as Uptown Stand-
ards Shelly Shell was hon-
ored 
 
Shelly Shell who has been 
a staple in the world of 
Philadelphia entertainment 
took the stage to receive 
her award and talk about 
her accomplishments 
 
Rocky who took the stage 
to end the night did not dis-
appoint as the stage was set 
as the many fans who sat 
most of the show surround-
ed the stage cameras in 

hand to see Rocky rip the 
stage 
 
On her social media she 
had this to say, “Thank you 
so much to everyone who 
came out to support me, I 
love y’all so bad, I’m drop-
ping Friday” 
 
The ladies took over at the 
Met on a night that was 
filled with talent and music 
from almost every genre 
 
For all the women who 
took the stage you are truly 
amazing talents and we 
can’t wait to see what lies 
next for your careers in mu-
sic and entertainment.  

 

Photo Credit: Shelly Shell 

By James Williams,  
Publisher 
 
Iconic political leader and 
community activist has 
died at 83. Sen. Street was 
A leader who never cared 
about political affiliation, 
he only cared about 
fighting for the people. He 
served his community as 
an elected Democrat and 
Republican, he was the true 
definition of a independant 
public servant and not a 
political party affiliate. 
 
“I was fortunate to work 
with Milton Street during 
the 2018 elections. It was 
an incredible, eye opening 
experience that shaped my 
current political view of 
how government should 
work for the people” -
James Williams, Uptown 
Standard, Publisher 
 
“The PLBC sends its most 
heartfelt condolences to the 
Street family on the pass-
ing of Senator Milton 

Street. He came from hum-
ble beginnings and was an 
entrepreneur who worked 
hard to have a successful 
business and advocate for 
similar businesses, ulti-
mately taking him to the 
state’s General Assembly. 
After his time in the state 
Senate, he built his busi-
nesses, working tirelessly 
and serving as a pillar in 
the community. He made 
himself available as a men-
tor and as a friend to many. 
He will be missed.” -Penn. 
Legislative Black Caucus  
 
Photo Credit: Wikipedia 



IMHOTEP REMAIN IN 
THE HUNT DEFEATING 
WHITEHALL 55-7 
 
By Andre Brown 
 
Wins keep piling up for the 
Imhotep who now find 
themselves in the state Semi 
Finals. 
 
The City champs have 
showed dominance and un-
der the coaching staff and 
the support of the home 
team they were able to excel 
at a high level and delivered 
a high quality win posting 
55 points on the board and 
only allowing a single score 
 
Best is Standard continues 
to stay true as the views of a 
state title are within reach 
for the 5-A powerhouse 
 
Once again congrats to the 
coaches the players and the 
school for this run that has 
the potential to deliver a 

state title to the Uptown 
powerhouse that is the Pan-
thers of Imhotep 
 
Make sure to follow the 
teams Instagram page to see 
when the next game will be 
and to purchase tickets 
@tepfootball 
 
### 
 
IMHOTEP REIGN AS 
THEY TAKE DOWN 
ROMAN CATHOLIC 14-
6 AND ADVANCE TO 
STATES 
 
By Andre Brown 
 
Despite how cold the weath-
er is there was a call for lots 
of heat as the Panthers of 
Imhotep Charter faced the 
Roman Catholic Football 
team at Northeast Super 
Site. 
 
As there tagline reads Best 
is Standard the Two has 

done it once again and stand 
as the best team in the city. 
 
Now they go on to even 
higher heights as they have 
there eyes set in much big-
ger goals and look to be one 
of the best 5A teams in the 
state. 
 
Congratulations on another 
amazing season to Panthers 
and what they accomplished 
this far in the season best of 
luck to the team as the con-
tinue football and chase 
down a State Champion-
ship. 
 
### 
 
PANTHERS-COUGARS 
CLASH FOR AN UP-
TOWN BATTLE IN THE 
PLAYOFFS 
 
By Andre Brown 
 
Saturday November 6th Im-
hotep faced the Martin Lu-

ther King Cougars in the 
playoffs. 
 
But it was the Panthers who 
were able to overcome the 
Purple and Gold for a final 
score of 51-3 
 
While the Cougars playoffs 
hope are pushed aside until 
next year they still have 
more business to handle as 
the face The Olney Trojans 
Thanksgiving morning 
For the Panthers they will 
continue on to the Public 
League championship look-
ing to add more hardware to 
their selves of achievements 
 
 
### 
 
MLK DEFEATS FRANK-
FORD IN THE 1ST 
ROUND OF PLAYOFFS 
 
By Andre Brown 
 
Cougars defeat Pioneers in 

First Round of the playoffs 
by 1 point 
 
After a trying season a new 
life sparks for the cougars as 
they defeat Frankford High 
by a score of 7-6 and look to 
continue as the Uptown 
clashes as the MLK has a 
playoff matchup against Im-
hotep Charter 
 
Both teams share the Ger-
mantown Supersite and will 
feel comfortable as both 
teams look to survive during 
playoff high school football 
As many of the football 
faithful knows anything can 
happen in the playoffs 



By Maleka Fruean,  
Germantown Info Hub 
 
Crossroads Women’s 
Center is one step closer 
to opening up their new 
center in Germantown 
expanding their physical 
space for more services 
and events.  
 
Crossroads is a multigen-
erational and multiracial 
meeting place that pro-
vides support and advo-
cates for women and 
communities affected by 
issues such as housing, 
childcare, welfare, and 
more.   
 
“We’re not held by gov-
ernment agencies or 
CEOs. We are a self help 
group. Most of us that 
have joined came in with 
an issue,” said Crossroads 
organizer Tree Muldrow. 
“So [the new center] feels 
more like a safe place and 
we can easily discuss 
problems that we might 
not go into in a public 
agency.” 
 
In addition to providing a 
community space, the 
collective partners with 
organizations and busi-
nesses such as Weavers 
Way Co-op (which will 
soon have a new German-
town location), to provide 
healthy lunches for the 
folks who are working 
together at the center 
through various issues. 
 “We learn from each oth-
er, we educate each other, 
we support each other, we 
help find resources for 
our members. That’s an 
education, and then what 
we learn, we pass on to 
other people, “ said Mul-
drow.  
 
The new space is huge 
compared to their last lo-
cation, which was on Ar-
mat Street in the Maple-
wood Mall strip. Cross-
roads saved money for 
years to buy their new 
space on Wayne avenue 
knowing it would need a 
lot of renovations. The 

work is almost done and 
the organizers are ready.   
“[There can be] a whole 
lot of different partners 
for different things that’s 
going on out here. People 
with housing problems, 
medical and DHS prob-
lems, people in prison, 
for students that go to 
school, keep them out of 
trouble, and open up the 
center for them to come,” 
said Crossroads organiz-
er, Carolyn Hill. 
Earlier this month, the 
center had a soft open 
house to connect with 
residents and other organ-
izations. Community Le-
gal Services, the Human 
Rights Coalition, Zeralda 
Community Garden, and 
the Poor People’s Cam-
paign were only some of 
the organizations tabling 
at the event.  
 
“I just feel that it’s a real-
ly good safe place,” said 
Muldrow.  “And so many 
issues that we face are 
caused by poverty and 
racism.” 
 
“We trust each other, we 
build trust among each 
other, so we want to bring 
this out to the communi-
ty, because every issue 
that affects one of us, not 
only affects us individu-
ally, it affects our family, 
it affects our neighbor-
hood, it affects our gen-
eral community, and that 
affects our environment. 
So I think that to me, 
that’s just a beautiful 
thing. And that’s what I 
really am excited about.” 
You can fol-
low Crossroads Women’s 
Center on Facebook. 
They hope to have their 
full grand opening in the 
spring of 2023.  

https://wccww.wordpress.com/crossroads/
https://wccww.wordpress.com/crossroads/
https://germantowninfohub.org/a-germantown-son-questions-who-would-a-new-weavers-way-really-benefit/
https://germantowninfohub.org/a-germantown-son-questions-who-would-a-new-weavers-way-really-benefit/
https://www.facebook.com/crossroadsphiladelphia
https://www.facebook.com/crossroadsphiladelphia


By Rasheed Ajamu  
Germantown Info Hub 
 
After almost two years of 
stunning service in the 
Germantown neighbor-
hood and broader Philadel-
phia region, the No More 
Secrets Mind Body Spirit 
Inc (NMS MBS Inc.) team 
is ready to flow across the 
country. 

Following the mission 
of The SPOT Period 
Hub, NMS MBS Inc.’s full-
service menstrual health 
and uterine wellness cen-
ter, the Flow to 50 
States initiative seeks to 
offer direct support to vul-
nerable populations sus-
ceptible to Period Pov-
erty. NMS MBS 
Inc. founder and CEO 
Lynette Medley describes 
Period Poverty as “the ina-

bility to access menstrual 
products, in addition to 
waste management and 
operable toilets” during a 
person’s menstrual cycle. 

Nearly 17 million men-
struating people are living 
in poverty in the 
U.S. Medley says this can 
hinder people from play-
ing sports and attending 
after-school programs. 
Some families are forced 
to choose between buying 
food or menstrual prod-
ucts. These are things that 
Medley says she has seen 
transformed since opening 
the menstrual hub in Feb-
ruary 2021.  

Medley identifies the addi-
tional impact of this work, 
saying that the people she 
works with can better ad-
dress their needs. “One of 

the biggest things that I’ve 
seen is the narrative shift-
ing in our communities 
around talking about peri-
ods,” Medley says. “And 
really putting a voice to 
their experiences. I have 
people who can now artic-
ulate their wants, needs, 
and desires around men-
strual health and well-
ness.” 

The menstrual hub co-
founder says that the de-
monization of the menstru-
al cycle has historical 
roots and that laws created 
from a patriarchal and 
misogynistic viewpoint 
continue to keep conversa-
tions limited. 

After distributing over 7 
million menstrual products 
since the hub’s opening, 
they found that 39% of 
their products get shipped 
nationwide. With this 
astounding revelation, 
Medley and her daughter 
and hub co-founder, Nya 
McGlone, found it neces-
sary to expand this work. 

The Flow to 50 
States looks to partner 
with pre-existing organiza-
tions around the country 

that will help distribute 
menstrual products and 
give uterine wellness and 
safety education. Medley 
makes it clear that they are 
not looking to replicate the 
existing model here in 
Philly. She knows there 
are communities with dif-
ferent needs and organiza-
tions that have already 
built those relationships 
and established networks 
of trust that are better suit-
ed to carry out this work. 

“One of the ways that peo-
ple are vulnerable and 
share their truths is be-
cause they trust and they 
feel safe,” Medley says, 
expanding on her method-
ology. “One of the things 
I’ve seen some social ser-
vice organizations do is 
they come from their ideo-
logies and say we’re going 
to do this without under-
standing the community 
that they’re servicing. 
Again, you can do great 
work, but you don’t have 
to be the leader. You can 
guide the process and be 
on the side of someone as 
you service the communi-
ty.” 

This initiative has gar-

nered national attention, 
especially after Medley 
was invited to the Rachel 
Ray show. Medley said the 
expansion is underway, 
with partnerships with dif-
ferent HBCUs, including 
Lincoln University, which 
has been a satellite site 
since March 2021. By Jan-
uary, they plan to expand 
into Maryland, Delaware, 
and New Jersey. The 
SPOT has raised $2,305 of 
its $1 million goal. 

Medley reflects on her 
time and work, saying, 
“this has been a journey. If 
you would have asked me 
when we opened if this is 
where we would be, it’s no 
way I would have ever 
thought we would be 
where we are now. It’s 
amazing. 

To support the Flow to 50 
States, check out their Do-
norbox page. Aside from 
the monetary support, the 
SPOT is still accepting 
supply donations, which 
people can access 
through its website. You 
can check out 
their Amazon wishlist to 
donate suggested supplies. 

https://www.joghr.org/article/32436-period-poverty-why-it-should-be-everybody-s-business
https://www.joghr.org/article/32436-period-poverty-why-it-should-be-everybody-s-business
https://www.joghr.org/article/32436-period-poverty-why-it-should-be-everybody-s-business
https://www.joghr.org/article/32436-period-poverty-why-it-should-be-everybody-s-business
https://www.rachaelrayshow.com/video/this-woman-is-on-a-mission-to-end-period-poverty-after-experiencing-it-herself
https://www.rachaelrayshow.com/video/this-woman-is-on-a-mission-to-end-period-poverty-after-experiencing-it-herself
https://www.rachaelrayshow.com/video/this-woman-is-on-a-mission-to-end-period-poverty-after-experiencing-it-herself
https://donorbox.org/the-spot-s-flow-to-50-states'
https://donorbox.org/the-spot-s-flow-to-50-states'
https://www.nomoresecretsmbs.org/how-to-donate
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1JCW1HDGZF09D?ref_=wl_share




By John L. Micek,  
Penn. Capital-Star 
 
The Republican-controlled 
state Senate will begin im-
peachment proceedings 
against Philadelphia District 
Attorney Larry Krasner in 
January, and will meet next 
week to clear a series of 
procedural hurdles, GOP 
leaders said Wednesday. 
 
“The Senate’s Constitution-
al obligations are clear, so 
we are prepared to fulfill 
our duties and continue the 

impeachment process of 
Philadelphia District Attor-
ney Larry Krasner next 
week,” outgoing Senate 
President Pro Tempore Jake 
Corman, R-Centre, said in a 
statement. “The plan is to 
call the Senate back to ses-
sion and convene for two 
days, Tues, Nov. 29 and 
Wed, Nov. 30, to officially 
begin our role in this pro-
cess.” 
 
The Republican-controlled 
state House voted 107-85 to 
impeach Krasner, a Demo-
crat, on Nov. 16, charging 
that he engaged in miscon-
duct in office and obstructed 
a House committee investi-
gation. Krasner has dis-
missed the charges as 
groundless, and has accused 
Republicans of trying to 
“silence” city voters who 
overwhelmingly re-elected 
him in 2021. 
 
“Never in the history of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania has there ever been an 

effort to impeach or remove 
from office someone for 
their policies, someone for 
their ideas,” Krasner said at 
the Monday press confer-
ence held at Philadelphia 
City Hall. 
Under the state Constitu-
tion, impeachment trials 
take place in the state Sen-
ate. The last person success-
fully to be convicted by the 
Senate was former 
state Supreme Court Justice 
Rolf Larsen more than quar-
ter-century ago. 
 
In their statement, Republi-
cans said the state’s founda-
tional document requires 
them to take three procedur-
al steps next week. 
 
First, lawmakers will vote 
on a series of resolutions. 
The first, setting the rules of 
impeachment, will be con-
sidered on Tuesday, Repub-
lican leaders said, adding 
that they are “modeled after 
the Congressional rules of 
impeachment and reflect the 

precedent set” in Larsen’s 
1993 impeachment. 
 
On Tuesday, the chamber 
also will take up a resolu-
tion officially inviting the 
three House impeachment 
managers — Republican 
Reps. Craig Williams, and 
Tim Bonner and Democrat 
Jared Solomon, along with 
the House’s Sergeant at 
Arms to present the im-
peachment articles to the 
Senate. That resolution will 
be offered by new Senate 
Majority Leader Joe 
Pittman, R-Indiana, and 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
Chairperson Lisa Baker, R-
Luzerne, Senate GOP lead-
ers said in their statement. 
 
On Wednesday, the House 
managers and Sergeant at 
Arms will “officially pre-
sent the articles of impeach-
ment to the Senate at which 
time an oath will be taken 
by all members of the Sen-
ate to officially begin the 
process,” Republicans said. 

After those procedural mo-
tions, the final resolution, a 
writ of summons for Kras-
ner, will be put to a vote. If 
it’s passed, the writ will be 
issued to Krasner to answer 
to the articles. Krasner will 
have until Dec. 21 to file his 
answer, and will be ordered 
to appear before the cham-
ber on Jan. 18 at 11:30 a.m., 
GOP leaders said. 
 
In a statement, a Senate 
GOP spokesperson under-
lined the fact that the cham-
ber is required to take up the 
impeachment articles ap-
proved by the House. 
 
“Because we are the judge 
and jury, it is a mandatory 
requirement/obligation for 
the Senate to take up the 
impeachment proceeding as 
outlined in the constitution,” 
the spokesperson, Erica 
Clayton Wright, said. 
 
Photo Credit: Wikipedia 





By Peter Hall, 
Penn. Capital-Star 
 
A onetime law partner of 
Gov.-elect Josh Shapiro, 
who served in Democratic 
and Republican gubernatori-
al administrations, will lead 
Shapiro’s transition team. 
Shapiro on Tuesday an-
nounced William R. Sasso, 
a GOP power broker and 
former chairperson of the 
Philadelphia law firm 
Stradley Ronon will be 
chairperson of the incoming 

administration’s 11-member 
transition leadership board 
It includes representatives 
of organized labor, industry 
and health care to prepare to 
advance Shapiro’s priorities 
of growing the state’s econ-
omy, improving public safe-
ty and expanding public ed-
ucation opportunities. 
 
Lt. Gov.-elect Austin Davis 
will be chairperson of the 
transition’s personnel com-
mittee, which also includes 
a bipartisan group of labor, 

business and community 
leaders. 
 
Sasso recently stepped 
down as chairperson of 
Stradley Ronon, the Phila-
delphia law firm where 
Shapiro practiced early in 
his career, and remains as 
chairperson emeritus. He 
also served as senior coun-
sel to Shapiro’s transition 
team after he was elected 
attorney general in 2016.  
A contributor to Republican 
and Democratic campaigns, 

Sasso held appointments 
from Gov. Tom Wolf to 
serve on the board of Inde-
pendence Blue Cross and 
from former Gov. Tom Cor-
bett as a commissioner of 
the Delaware River Port 
Authority and chairperson 
of the Pennsylvania Invest-
ment and Redevelopment 
Authority. 
 
Former Gov. Ed Rendell 
said Shapiro’s choice of 
Sasso, and others who have 
worked with Shapiro in his 

previous elected offices, 
provides confidence in their 
judgment. Others from Ren-
dell’s administration includ-
ing government relations 
consultant Steven Crawford, 
who was Rendell’s chief of 
staff, and Susan Jacobson, 
who was a deputy chief of 
staff, have backgrounds 
working with Shapiro, Ren-
dell said. 
 
“You’re not going to be able 
to read all of the policy pa-
pers and do all of the inter-

‘It obviously sends a very strong and sincere message that he’s want-

ing to get stuff done,’ T.J. Rooney said 

hen Democratic gubernatorial nominee Josh Shapiro addressed supporters at campaign event on Saturday, Nov. 5, 2022, in Philadelphia. (Capital-Star photo by Peter Hall)  



views so you have to have 
total confidence in your 
team,” Rendell said. 
Political observers said 
Shapiro’s choices signal 
openness and a desire to 
work collaboratively. 
“It obviously sends a very 
strong and sincere message 
that he’s wanting to get stuff 
done,” T.J. Rooney, a for-
mer chairperson of the 
Pennsylvania Democratic 
Party, said. “In order to gov-
ern effectively you need this 
kind of broad-based coali-
tion.” 
 
Rooney and others said they 
were not surprised to see 
James Schultz, who served 
as associate White House 
counsel under President 
Donald Trump, on the team. 
Schultz served in the role 
for less than a year and also 
was general counsel to Cor-
bett.  
 
“I view him in the same 
way as a lot of other people 
who served in the Trump 
administration who called 
enough when things went 
too far,” Rooney said. “I 
don’t hold it against any-
body who truly wants to 
serve.” 
 
The inclusion of people 
from both sides of the aisle 
gives a new governor the 
benefit of broad experience 
and diverse viewpoints, Lar-
ry Ceisler, a Philadelphia-
based public affairs consult-
ant, said. 
 
“With experience comes the 
ability to avoid mistakes 
that get made or see issues 
or questions come around 
again that have already been 
answered,” Ceisler said. 
“You certainly want to rein-
vent the wheel but you don’t 
have to reinvent the whole 
wheel.” 
 
Leslie Gromis Baker, who 
served as Corbett’s chief of 
staff, said the team appears 
well-rounded and includes 
representatives of parties 
that are likely to have policy 
issue interests in the new 
administration.  
 
“It says how he has gov-
erned in the past in previous 
roles and how he ran his 
campaign that he is going to 
be open and inclusive,” 

Gromis Baker said. “No 
matter what your ideology 
is, he wants to work with 
those who have the best ide-
as to move Pennsylvania 
forward.” 
In a statement Tuesday, 
Shapiro’s office said after 
the Thanksgiving holiday, 
the transition team will be 
announcing advisory com-
mittees of policy experts, 
community advocates, and 
business, industry and labor 
leaders. 
 
The members of the tran-
sition leadership board 
are: 
 

• William Sasso, chair-
man emeritus of 
Stradley Ronon 

 

• Ryan Boyer, business 
manager of the Philadel-
phia Building and Con-
struction Trades Coun-
cil  

 

• Gregory E. Deavens, 
president and CEO of 
Independence Health 
Group 

 

• Angela Ferritto, presi-
dent of the Pennsylvania 
AFL-CIO 

 

• Thomas B. Hagen, 
chairman of the board of 
Erie Indemnity Compa-
ny, former Pennsylvania 
secretary of commerce 
and secretary of commu-
nity & Economic Devel-
opment under Gov. Tom 
Ridge 

 

• Laura Karet, CEO of 
Giant Eagle and chair-
person of the Allegheny 
Conference on Commu-
nity Development  

 

• Jannie K. Lau, lawyer 
and retired technology 
company executive 

 

• Charisse Lillie, CEO of 
CRL Consulting, former 
assistant United States 
attorney, Philadelphia 
city solicitor 

 

• Neil T. O’Donnell, 
founder of O’Donnell 
Law Offices 

 

• Michelle Singer, senior 
vice president at Com-

cast  

• Retiring state Rep. Pam 
Snyder, D-Greene 
The transition person-
nel committee mem-
bers are:  
 

• Chairperson Austin Da-
vis, Lt. Gov-elect 

 

• Curtis Aiken, president, 
CEO and founder of 
ProTech Compliance 

 

• Madeline Bell, president 
and CEO of the Chil-
dren’s Hospital of Phila-
delphia 

 

• Norman Bristol Colón, 
executive director of the 
Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Community & 
Economic Development, 
founder and chairman of 
the Pennsylvania Latino 
Convention 

 

• Steven Crawford, presi-
dent and partner at 
Wojdak Government 
Relations, former secre-
tary for legislative af-
fairs and chief of staff to 
Governor Ed Rendell 

 

• Robert Fox, managing 
partner at Manko, Gold, 
Katcher & Fox, former 
chair of the Lower Meri-
on Environmental Advi-
sory Council, Planning 
Commission, and Zon-
ing Hearing Board 

 

• J. David Henderson, ex-
ecutive director of AF-
SCME Council 13 

 

• Joseph Hill, senior prin-
cipal at Cozen O’Con-
nor Public Strategies 

 

• Susan Jacobson, presi-
dent at Jacobson Strate-
gic Communications, 
former deputy chief of 
staff to Philadelphia 
Mayor Ed Rendell 

 

• Farnam Jahanian, presi-
dent of Carnegie Mellon 
University 

 

• Jerry Johnson, president 
and CEO of Axum Ad-
visors 

 

• Kevin Kinross, consult-
ant at The Carey Group, 
former chief of staff to 
Allegheny County Exec-
utive Dan Onorato and 
former special assistant 
to Gov. Ed Rendell  

 

• Ben Kirshner, former 
founder, chairman and 
CEO of Tinuiti 

 

• Lauren Lambrugo, chief 
operating officer of Pub-
lic Health Management 
Corporation  

 

• Jennifer Liptak, chief of 
staff to Allegheny Coun-
ty Executive Rich Fitz-
gerald 

 

• Leslie Anne Miller, at-
torney and former gen-
eral counsel of Pennsyl-
vania under Gov. Ed 
Rendell 

 

• Marshall Mitchell, sen-
ior pastor at the Salem 
Baptist Church of 
Abington, former chief 
of staff to U.S. Rep. 
Floyd Flake 

 

• Joseph Neubauer, for-
mer CEO of Aramark  

 

• James D. Schultz, part-
ner at Holland & 
Knight, former general 
counsel to Gov. Tom 
Corbett and associate 
white house counsel un-
der President Donald 
Trump 

 

• Judith M. von Selde-
neck, founder and chair-
person of Diversified 
Search Group 

 

• Andréa Stanford, vice 
president, Pittsburgh 
Regional Manager at 
BNY Mellon, former 
assistant county manag-
er of Allegheny County 
and senior advisor for 
the Allegheny County 
Department of Human 
Services 

 

• Nathaniel Yap, former 
director at Kohlberg 
Kravis Roberts 
Mira Baylson, of Cozen 
O’Connor, Tracey 
McCants Lewis, deputy 
general counsel and di-
rector of human re-
sources for the Pitts-
burgh Penguins, and Da-
vid Nasatir, chairperson 
at Obermayer Rebmann 
Maxwell & Hippel will 
serve as legal counsel 
for the transition. 
 

Roy Temple, the former ex-
ecutive director of Wolf’s 
transition team, and Rob 
Ghormoz, a senior advisor 
to Wolf and co-executive 
director of his inauguration 
will serve as senior advisors 
to the Shapiro transition 
team. 







By Sammy Caiola, WHYY 
 
A coalition of Philadelphia 
philanthropies, business 
groups, nonprofits, and aca-
demic institutions are step-
ping in to combat the city’s 
gun violence crisis with a 
new infusion of funding. 
The Civic Coalition to Save 
Lives has been in the works 
for about a year, said Pedro 
Ramos of the Philadelphia 
Foundation. The Philadel-
phia Foundation is leading 
the charge, along with the 
William Penn Foundation, 
the Urban Affairs Coalition, 
the Greater Philadelphia 
Chamber of Commerce, and 
the Philadelphia Equity Al-
liance. There are several 
dozen other groups on 
the list of supporters, a mix 
of universities, churches, 
law firms, health systems, 
environmental groups, and 
arts institutions. 
 
“When we bring the civic, 
business, and philanthropic 
communities to the table 
and have a better under-
standing of the city strategy 
and what effective gun vio-
lence intervention looks 
like, we think we can be 
more effective at bringing 
resources to bear and help 
with those areas,” said Ted 
Qualli, spokesperson for the 

Philadelphia Foundation. 
 
Organizers would not pro-
vide a dollar amount for 
how much funding the coa-
lition will funnel into com-
batting the crisis, but said 
they are actively fundraising 
for the cause. Their model is 
based on similar coalitions 
that have successfully 
helped bring down violence 
rates 
in Oakland and Indianapolis
. 
Philadelphia’s homicide to-
tal has been climbing con-
sistently since 2015. There 
were 562 homicides in the 
city last year, and there have 
been 465 in 2022 so far, al-
most all of them committed 
with a gun. 
Qualli says the coalition is 
working closely with the 
City of Philadelphia to de-
termine which already-
existing gun violence pre-
vention efforts – currently 
laid out in the Roadmap for 
Safer Communities – should 
be bolstered and which yet-
untried strategies can be in-
troduced. He says they also 
consulted David Muham-
mad, National Institute for 
Criminal Justice Reform, on 
the strategy. 
The first step, organizers 
said, will be creating a 
“detailed problem analysis” 

to pinpoint the set of risk 
factors that identify people 
at greatest risk for being 
involved in gun violence, 
and deliver interventions 
such as job opportunities, 
mental health services, and 
financial assistance. 
 
In Oakland, members of a 
similar coalition discovered 
that just 0.1% of the city’s 
population was responsible 
for the majority of gun vio-
lence – approximately 400 
people, according to the 
Oakland Police Department. 
The analysis determined 
that an individual most like-
ly to be involved in a shoot-
ing in Oakland had four of 
the five following character-
istics: 

• A young Black or Lati-
no man ages 18–35. 

• A member of an active 
crew/gang/group in Oak-
land. 

• Extensive criminal jus-
tice involvement. 

• Previous shooting vic-
tim. 

• Has a close friend or 
family member who was 
shot in the past twelve 
months. 

•  
The City of Oakland then 
invested public dollars in 
community organizations 

that could provide social 
services to these high-risk 
individuals to prevent them 
from re-offending. Oak-
land’s homicide tal-
ly dropped from 126 to 71 
between 2013 and 2017, a 
period in which community 
groups and the government 
were working together on a 
comprehensive strategy. 
Leaders in the new Philadel-
phia coalition believe they 
can use a similar strategy to 
narrow down potential 
shooters. Qualli said that 
while the city’s roadmap 
supports many programs 
that aim to prevent violence 
in the long term, there aren’t 
enough that effectively dis-
rupt violence happening 
now. 
“Everything that we’ve 
learned over the last six, 
nine months of this journey 
tells us that if you want to 
bend the curve in the near 
term, the focus needs to be 
on intervention,” he said. 
“This is the area where 
we’re now bringing some 
additional resources.” 
 
An August city spending 
audit from the Office of the 
Controller found that only 
21% of the total FY 2022 
investment was “allocated 
to evidence-based interven-
tion programs that have 

been found to yield short-
term reductions in shootings 
and homicides, with the rest 
of the funding going to-
wards programs that will 
likely take years to produce 
measurable reductions in 
gun violence.” 
 
A 2021 analysis from the 
department finds Philadel-
phia spends just $6,000 per 
shooting victim on violence 
intervention, compared with 
roughly $24,000 per person 
in Los Angeles and $26,000 
per person in New York 
City. 
 
And a recent evaluation of 
the city program that is fo-
cused on direct intervention 
with potential shoot-
ers found that it is falling 
short on its goals. 
Pedro Ramos, president of 
the Philadelphia Founda-
tion, said the new coalition 
strives for a world where all 
voices are at the table, to 
make a sustainable and exe-
cutable plan. 
 
“They understand what the 
outcomes are, they don’t 
feel like things are changing 
every couple of years,” he 
said. “They understand 
they’re being invested in 
and they’re making an in-
vestment.” 
 
There are already grassroots 
gun violence prevention ef-
forts across the city. Many 
of them are spearheaded by 
mom-and-pop nonprofits 
and neighborhood leaders 
who say they operate on 
shoestring budgets, with the 
occasional boost from city 
grants, which are largely 
short-term and can 
be difficult to access. 
In response, other coalitions 
are striking up. This Octo-
ber, the Black Clergy of 
Philadelphia launched 
the 57 Blocks Pro-
ject, referencing the 57 his-
torically redlined streets in 
Black and Brown neighbor-
hoods where homicides are 
most frequent. This group 
will focus on environmental 
improvements, youth ser-
vices, and trauma-informed 
care. 
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