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Germantown Info Hub 
 
La Salle University, locat-
ed in East Germantown, 
has its own art museum on 
campus, with a permanent 
collection of over 5,000 
works. This month, the 
museum presents some of 
its most treasured works 
from Black artists, includ-
ing names like Romare 
Bearden, Jacob Lawrence, 
and Barbara Bullock.  
“We brought out 14 works 
of art from our permanent 
collection that helped to 
represent Black artists that 
we have within the entire-
ty of the collection. But 
we have more than 200 
works in total. So this is 
just a selection,” said Car-
olyn Green, director and 
chief curator of the La 
Salle Art Museum. 
Green was most excited 
about a bigger piece from 
Jacob Lawrence, a well-
known modern painter 
documenting African-

American experiences in 
collections such as The 
Migration Series. 
One of the paintings is 
“The Builders No. 3,” de-
picting three carpenters 
working with construction 
tools in bold and modern-
istic lines and artistic 
style. Green says that 
while it’s one of his later 
pieces, falling outside the 
range of the Harlem Re-
naissance, it still centers 
on social justice. 
She talks about his style, 
saying, “One of the things 
he’s noted for is using a 
lot of primary colors, 
which we see him utilize a 
lot in this piece.”  
It’s right next to “The Pi-
ano Lesson” by Romare 
Bearden, another well-
known and prolific modern 
Black American artist. 
Both pieces are currently 
in the museum’s 20th-
century gallery.  
Cherylyn Rush, Director 
of Multicultural Affairs at 
La Salle, was at the open-

ing and reception and was 
happy to see students and 
community out for the 
show. She said, “We’re 
working with our students, 
our African American Stu-
dent League (AASL), as 
well as our mission of the 
diversity and equity and 
inclusion office for the 
campus to learn more 
about the collection that 
we have here of our Black 
artists and to bring more 
community around the city 
to what we have here.” 
Another prominent Black 
artist on display was Bar-
bara Bullock. Bullock 
grew up in Philadelphia 
and lives in Germantown 
at age 85. Her solo exhibit, 
“Barbara Bullock: Fearless 
Vision,” just ended at the 
Woodmere Art Museum in 
Chestnut Hill and featured 
pieces of her work span-
ning over 60 years. Her 
piece, “Belief,” is current-
ly hanging in the main 
hallway gallery and fea-
tures some mixed media 

qualities that Bullock is 
known for. 
Folks walked through each 
gallery, including entire 
families that came out for 
the show. Students from 
La Salle’s AASL were al-
so there. De’Nara Polk, 
vice president of the 
AASL, has visited the mu-
seum multiple times but 
was happy for other folks 
to be introduced to the gal-
leries. 
“I think the exhibit is very 
lovely. I’ve been down the 
art museum quite a few 
times since I’ve been here 
at La Salle, but I would 
say particularly the 21st 
and the 20th century is 
definitely my favorite art. 
So I’m glad that they’re 
displaying the artworks of 
African Americans, and I 
think that it’s also a great 
way to start off Black His-

tory Month and a way to 
get students more engaged 
and involved because 
sometimes it gets forgotten 
that the art museum is 
down here and doesn’t get 
a lot of foot traffic.” 
Jya Marshall, another stu-
dent in the AASL, was al-
so at the reception. “The 
national theme for this 
Black History Month is 
actually African Ameri-
cans in the Arts,” 
said  Marshall.  “It’s great 
that we’re kicking off 
Black History Month with 
this art exhibit featuring a 
lot of galleries and a lot of 
pieces just by African 
American artists, so I’m 
very excited. This is one 
of my first times down 
here in the museum. It’s 
cool to see that La Salle 
has such a large collection 
of art pieces and sculp-
tures by Black artists.” 
The museum is open to the 
public from Monday to 
Thursday from 10:00 am – 
4:00 pm when the Univer-
sity is in session. When 
the University is not in 
session, the museum is 
open by appointment by 
email-
ing artmuseum@lasalle.ed
u. Neighbors can also visit 
the art museum’s website 
to view their online collec-
tion’s database, where 
folks can browse past and 
present exhibitions, see 
upcoming events, and 
browse artwork. 

Hasan Ali, of Germantown, brought out his family to see the Black Artists Showcase at the La Salle Art Museum. 
(GIH | Maleka Fruean)  





By Maleka Fruean  
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The blocks of Chew and 
Chelten Avenue in East 
Germantown are busy with 
foot traffic, and many of 
the neighbors in the area 
have been there for dec-
ades. It’s also an area that 
has seen the impact of gun 
violence–a 12-year-old 
and two older men were 
shot and killed last sum-
mer right near Chew Ave-
nue and East Locust 
Street. Community stake-
holders, faith leaders, and 
elected officials have been 
working together and sep-
arately on solutions to sup-
port neighbors, provide 
jobs and mentoring, and 
reduce gun violence in the 
area. 
 
New business revitaliza-
tion and development and 
how that affects the neigh-
borhood is one of the con-
versations held by commu-
nity organizations 
like Chew and Chelten 
CDC, led by longtime 
neighbor Douglas Rucker. 
At a recent virtual meeting 
held by the CDC, Ra-
shidah Robinson, a local 
entrepreneur who grew up 
in East Germantown, pre-
sented her Lavish Real Es-
tate company’s current 
projects and plans for 
business transformation 
right on the blocks.  
 
Rashidah Robinson was 
born in South Philly but 
moved to the Germantown 
area when she was about 
two years old. She spent 
her fall and winter months 
in Germantown, gaining 
knowledge during her 
years at Pastorious Ele-
mentary School, Ada Lew-

is Middle School, and 
Central High School. Dur-
ing the summer months, 
she was in South Philly, 
helping at her family’s dif-
ferent shops, including a 
penny candy store and a 
sporting goods store. She 
took that entrepreneurial 
spirit into adulthood after 
gaining a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Neuroscience from 
the University of Pitts-
burgh. 
 
“I was slated to be a physi-
cian, but I quickly realized 
that the pharmaceutical 
industry was my niche,” 
said Robinson. “But grow-
ing up, you know, it was 
always fun, right? It was a 
community. My parents 
would task me to clean the 
marble steps every Satur-
day and sweep the front. 
So we knew about being 
responsible and accounta-
ble for the look so that we 
could have clean streets at 
that Chew and Chelten 
corridor.” 
“When I grew up in the 
80s, despite being plagued 
by drugs, people knew 
each other. There were 
churches in the neighbor-
hood, there were bars in 
the neighborhood. So, the 
adults had an opportunity 
to get to know each other. 
And I think that’s missing 
in our society and in our 
neighborhood now,” she 
continued. 
 
Robinson currently owns 
and operates Care Nest 
Home Care Agency on 
Chew Avenue and is open-
ing up three businesses 
within the next two years. 
One is a daycare; another 
is a commissary kitchen 
that provides catering and 
prepared food services for 
schools, personal care 
homes, and daycares. The 
third is a coffee shop for 
the community, especially 
the older neighbors.  
“For me, I wanted to in-
vest my money back into 
the neighborhood that I 
grew up in,” said Robin-

son. “When you talk about 
revitalization, I know peo-
ple always think, let me 
think of the next hot spot, 
but why not have that new 
hot spot be my old neigh-
borhood? So I really hon-
estly didn’t think of any 
other neighborhood.”  
Robinson said one of her 
first challenges was identi-
fying who owned the 
storefronts at Chew and 
Chelten to put in offers for 
the properties. Another 
challenge she ran up 
against was finding the 
right kind of businesses 
that would support the 
neighborhood but also feel 
inviting for folks outside 
the neighborhood to be-
come customers.  
 
Robinson remembers 
growing up with store-
fronts like a bakery giving 
out shortbread cookies af-
ter school, a pizza shop, a 
thrift store, and an ice 
cream shop. She hopes the 
commissary kitchen and 
coffee shop bring that va-
riety to the business corri-
dor and welcome all kinds 
of neighbors. 
 
She also hopes to help 
serve food 
with playstreets nearby 
through the commissary 
kitchen services and for 
the coffee shop to be an 
inviting community hub 
for folks to relax and enjoy 
coffee, light food, and 
even some “adult” drinks 
(she’s currently applying 
for an alcoholic beverage 
license at the location). 
Yolanda Lewis Boykin, a 
co-block captain on a 
nearby block, moved to 
the area about nine years 
ago, but her husband’s 
family has had a house 
here since the ‘80s. She 
wants to ensure new busi-
nesses work alongside the 
nearby residential neigh-
bors in their business 
plans. 
Lewis Boykin attended the 
virtual meeting where 
Robinson presented her 

business plans. She liked 
the business ideas but 
wondered about parking 
and other impacts on near-
by residential neighbors, 
saying that revitalization 
could bring an influx of 
people from other areas. 
Lewis Boykin says, 
“That’s good because 
that’s what you’re looking 
for. But you also have to 
keep in mind other persons 
that already live there and 
the situations that we al-
ready currently are facing. 
How are you going to inte-
grate that into what you’re 
proposing?”  
She also wondered about 
local businesses providing 
job opportunities for the 
nearby community. 
Robinson plans to provide 
jobs with the businesses 
but stresses the importance 
of the social connections 
and community building 
the businesses can provide
–for both younger and old-
er people.  
 
“I’m hoping that it’ll help 
with employment by hiring 
baristas and cooks and 
chefs for the coffee shop, 
but it’ll also bring some 
sense of social gathering 
and entertainment to the 
neighborhood for our ag-
ing adults and even our 
more senior adults, giving 
them an opportunity to get 
out of their homes for 30 
minutes to one hour to 
come in and have a cup of 
tea, sit and watch the 
news, read the newspaper 
before they go back in for 
the rest of the day. And 
they can bring their care-
giver, or they can bring 
their family member with 
them.” 
 
Thus far, Robinson has 
worked with Chew and 
Chelten CDC and other 
neighborhood groups to 
present her business plans 
and current real estate pro-
jects, and local elected of-
ficials like State Repre-
sentatives Stephen Kinsey 
and Darisha Parker and 

City Councilmember Cin-
dy Bass are aware of her 
plans.  
 
She wants to stay engaged 
in the community she grew 
up in as her business pro-
jects move forward, with 
her overall vision of a 
business corridor with var-
ious stores that provide all 
kinds of goods and ser-
vices.actual patrolling 
themselves but want to en-
list Philly Truce’s help 
getting people out there. 
Casher understands their 
concerns.  
“So in this little interim 
period, the idea was that 
we would get the people 
that expressed interest to-
gether, see how many bod-
ies we could pull, and see 
if we could take turns sup-
porting each other so that 
somebody doesn’t have to 
be on their block doing it. 
So if it’s six of us, five of 
us will go, you don’t have 
to do it on your block, but 
(maybe) you do it on the 
next block, and that person 
sits out, or some kind of 
system like that,” said 
Casher.  
 
He continued, “But that 
was the idea we’re going 
to explore because we are 
pressing different govern-
ment officials– city coun-
cil and some state reps, 
and applying for money, 
so we’re in the process of 
funding it the way we en-
vision it. But in an attempt 
to keep the momentum, we 
wanted to at least engage 
the people who’ve ex-
pressed interest.” 
 
You can visit 
www.phillytruce.com to 
learn more about Opera-
tion Hug The Block, Philly 
Truce’s work in general, 
or how to support or do-
nate to their organization. 



Spending plan would pro-
vide $1 billion in new pub-
lic education funding in 
response to fair funding 
ruling 

By Peter Hall, John Cole, 
and Kim Lyons 
Pennsylvania Capital Star 
 
Gov. Josh Shapiro said he 
wants to invest in the people 
of Pennsylvania with 
a $48.3 billion budget that 
directs new funding to edu-
cation, economic growth, 
and creating better opportu-
nities for residents. 

“We need to build a more 
competitive Pennsylvania 
that starts in our classrooms, 
runs through our union halls 
and small businesses, 
through our farmlands and 
our high rises, our college 
campuses, and leads to a life 
of opportunity and a retire-
ment with dignity,” Shapiro 
said during his budget ad-
dress Tuesday in the state 
Capitol rotunda – the first 
time a governor has given 
an address there in the 
building’s nearly 120-year 
history. 

Shapiro spoke about the 
successes of his first year in 
office, which ended with an 
upgrade in Pennsylvania’s 
bond rating and a $14 bil-
lion surplus. In his second 

year, Shapiro said he be-
lieves it is time to invest 
some of the surplus 
“squirreled away in Harris-
burg.” 

“Look, it is not a badge of 
honor, nor is it something to 
be politically proud of for 
some lawmakers out there 
to say: I took more money 
from the good people of 
Pennsylvania than I needed 
and then bragged about how 
I just kept it in some bank 
account here in the Capitol,” 
Shapiro said, in a rebuke to 
lawmakers who argue the 
commonwealth should safe-
guard its reserves. 

Shapiro noted that even if 
every one of the proposals 
in his budget passes, the 
state would still have an $11 
billion surplus at the end of 
June 2025. 

The spending proposal in-
cludes a response to the 
state court ruling last year 
that Pennsylvania’s K-12 
education funding system is 
unconstitutional by provid-
ing more than $1 billion in 
new funding for public 
schools. 

Shapiro’s budget builds on a 
2022 campaign pledge to 
provide career pathways for 
young adults with a plan to 

overhaul the common-
wealth’s public university 
and community college sys-
tem, with a 15% increase in 
funding for state-owned uni-
versities and a 5% increase 
for the state’s four land 
grant universities. 

It proposes more than $500 
million in investments in the 
state’s first economic devel-
opment strategy in more 
than 20 years while continu-
ing a phased reduction in 
corporate income taxes, 
speeding state permitting to 
“work at the speed of busi-
ness,” and redirecting more 
than $283 million in state 
sales tax to avoid public 
transit fare hikes and service 
cuts. 

Republican leaders respond-
ed with criticism that the 
plan is unrealistic and does 
little to improve the state’s 
economic prospects. 

“Today, we heard not a 
moderate Gov. Shapiro,” 
Senate President Pro Tem-
pore Kim Ward (R-
Westmoreland) said after 
Shapiro’s address. “But ob-
viously a very liberal-
minded Gov. Shapiro.” 

Ward expressed concern 
that Shapiro’s plan didn’t 
address state regulations 

that she said caused Penn-
sylvania to lose business, 
jobs and population to other 
states. Ward also called the 
plan a “budget of unicorns 
and rainbows.” 

“We will dig into this budg-
et, we will look at it hard, 
we will try to find out where 
he’s coming up with the 
money to pay for this,” 
Ward said. “In addition to 
just raiding the rainy day 
fund, where is this money 
coming from?” 

‘The future of the common-
wealth’ 

House Speaker Joanna 
McClinton (D-Philadelphia) 
said she is confident that 
much of Shapiro’s proposal 
would become a reality as 
lawmakers and stakeholders 
negotiate in the coming 
months. 

“No longer will we wait to 
invest in the future of the 
commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania, because the future 
starts right now, today,” 
McClinton said.  

House Appropriations Com-
mittee Chairperson Jordan 
Harris (D-Philadelphia) said 
Pennsylvania can’t afford 
another year without raising 
the minimum wage, without 
fixing toxic and crumbling 
schools, or without making 
college affordable.   

 “You’re going to hear peo-
ple talk about how much 
this costs. But look, the cost 
is too great for us not to do 
it,” Harris said, adding “ … 
We can’t afford another 
year of disinvestment in the 
Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania.”  

But House Minority Leader 
Bryan Cutler (R-Lancaster) 
described the budget as a 
“phishing scam” that claims 
to offer a fix for education 
and mass transit while keep-
ing taxes low and making 
Pennsylvania more competi-
tive. 

“With a proposal like this, I 
can see why at first blush 
that many Pennsylvanians 
would want to buy in,” Cut-
ler said, adding, “ … just 
because it looks good, you 
shouldn’t click the link be-
cause it could lead to ruin.” 

In his address, Shapiro 
prodded lawmakers to move 
this year on initiatives that 
have languished in the 
Pennsylvania Legislature as 
neighboring states have act-
ed decisively. 

Shapiro called on lawmak-
ers to raise Pennsylvania’s 
minimum wage from $7.25, 
where it has been since 
2009, to $15 an hour to keep 
pace with each of its neigh-
bors. 

“We are falling behind, it’s 
anticompetitive, and it’s 
hurting our workers,” 
Shapiro said. “We have seen 
proof that Pennsylvania 
workers living in border 
counties would rather drive 
into another state for work 
so they can earn a higher 
wage than take a job at 
home in Pennsylvania.”  

The governor’s budget calls 
for tapping a new revenue 
source by legalizing and 
taxing the recreational use 
of cannabis by adults, which 
all of Pennsylvania’s neigh-
bors — save West Virginia 
— have already done. Ad-
ministration officials said 
revenue from legal marijua-
na is projected to reach 
$250 million annually in 
five years. 

Shapiro said that in addition 
to ensuring that the new in-
dustry is regulated and 
taxed, legislation should 
create jobs and build wealth 
in the communities that 
have been disproportionate-
ly impacted by criminaliza-
tion of marijuana. It should 
also provide for the ex-
pungement of criminal rec-
ords for people convicted of 
nonviolent possession of 
small amounts of marijuana, 



he said.  

Not mentioned in Shapiro’s 
address but included in the 
budget is a plan to regulate 
and tax slot machine-
like skill games, which have 
proliferated in a legal gray 
area outside the authority of 
the state’s Gaming Control 
Board. Administration offi-
cials estimate it would gen-
erate $150.4 million in the 
first year. 

“While I expect you will 
carefully analyze my pro-
posals and seek your own in 
the final budget, your analy-
sis shouldn’t be used as an 
excuse for paralysis,” 
Shapiro said. “It’s time to 
solve these pressing prob-
lems, to meet this moment 
responsibly and with bipar-
tisan compromise.” 

Education funding 

The February 
2023 Commonwealth Court 
decision declaring Pennsyl-
vania’s education funding 
system unconstitution-
al provided the overarching 
narrative for much of 
Shapiro’s first year in of-
fice. 

By choosing to forego an 
appeal in the state Supreme 
Court, legislative leaders 
accepted the court’s man-
date to change the system, 
Shapiro said Tuesday. He 
called on lawmakers to 
build on the commitment to 
students and teachers they 
have already shown by ap-
proving money for building 
repairs, in-school mental 
health services and free 
school breakfast. 

Shapiro’s proposal would 
adopt the recommendation 
of the bipartisan Basic Edu-
cation Funding Commission 
to bring each of Pennsylva-
nia’s school districts up to 
an adequate funding level 
based on the expenditures of 
its most successful districts. 

It would provide $872 mil-
lion in the first installment 
to close the $5.4 billion 
gap over the next seven 
years. In addition, school 
districts would receive an 
additional $200 million in 
basic education funding 

through the state’s fair fund-
ing formula and reset the 
base amount each school 
district receives at 2023-24 
levels so that no district sees 
a cut. 

The proposal also follows 
the commission’s recom-
mendation to spend $300 
million a year over the next 
five years to repair school 
buildings. 

Shapiro called on lawmak-
ers to update what he called 
an antiquated charter school 
law that forces school dis-
tricts to overpay for charter 
school tuition. He noted that 
when Pennsylvania first al-
lowed charter schools in 
1997, online charter schools 
were almost unheard of. To-
day, nearly 60,000 students 
attend cyber charter 
schools.. 

The charter school law pro-
vides the same funding to 
online charter schools as it 
does to brick-and-mortar 
charters. That amount varies 
widely from one school dis-
trict to another. By setting a 
statewide charter school tui-
tion at $8,000, school dis-
tricts would save $262 mil-
lion a year, Shapiro said. 

 “If you combine those sav-
ings with the new money 
I’m proposing for 500 
school districts, that would 
mean nearly $2 billion more 
for public schools next 
year,” Shapiro said. 

Shapiro said it’s also incum-
bent upon the state to make 
sure students have the free-
dom to chart their own 
course and determine their 
next steps after graduating 
from school. 

“If you’re in the 10th or 
11th grade and you’re excit-
ed about being a welder or a 
plumber, we should cele-
brate that and we should 
treat that career path with 
the same level of respect to 
someone who chooses to go 
to college,” Shapiro said. 

Shapiro said his budget 
would build on record in-
vestments in vocational and 
technical schools and trade 
apprenticeships by estab-
lishing a program to connect 

young workers with skills to 
thousands of employers 
who need them. 

And for those who choose 
college, Shapiro said his 
budget would improve ac-
cess by capping state uni-
versity and community col-
lege tuition at $1,000 per 
semester and increase state 
grants for private university 
students to nearly $7,000 a 
year.  

In his first budget address 
last year, Shapiro said Penn-
sylvania’s higher education 
system was broken. On 
Tuesday, he outlined a plan 
to unite the 10 state-owned 
universities with the state’s 
15 community colleges 
while preserving local lead-
ership. The budget would 
provide $975 million in new 
funding for the combined 
public university and col-
lege system. 

“Together our public colleg-
es and universities will cre-
ate pathways to affordable 
credentials and degrees 
while opening up the doors 
of opportunity and meeting 
the Commonwealth’s work-
force needs,” Shapiro said. 

Shapiro’s proposal would 
also change the way Penn-
sylvania’s state-related uni-
versities – the University of 
Pittsburgh, and Penn State, 
Temple and Lincoln univer-
sities – are funded to make 
state appropriations perfor-
mance-based rather than 
writing a blank check. 

‘…sick and tired of losing 
to friggin Ohio’ 

While Shapiro touted his 
administration’s wins in at-
tracting new industry and its 
work to improve the busi-
ness environment, he said 
Pennsylvania is still out-
spent by neighbors in its 
economic development ef-
forts. 

“Let’s be frank. Their in-
vestment is paying off and I 
am sick and tired of losing 
to friggin Ohio. We need to 
catch up right now,” 
Shapiro said. 

At the core of Shapiro’s 
economic development 

strategy is a $500 million 
bond issue to make industri-
al sites ready for business 
by obtaining permits and 
installing utilities.   

Economic growth should 
not be solely focused on city 
high rises and suburban of-
fice parks, Shapiro said, 
noting that 600,000 Penn-
sylvania residents work in 
agriculture on 53,000 farms 
that contribute $132 billion 
to the state’s economy. 

“To ignore that is not only 
disrespectful to our farmers, 
it doesn’t make sense eco-
nomically. In the same sen-
tence when we talk about 
life sciences, manufactur-
ing, robotics, we should be 
talking about investing in 
our farms and in our farm-
ers,” Shapiro said. 

To that end, the proposed 
budget includes investments 
to help farmers upgrade 
their equipment and to pro-
mote animal health and dis-
ease prevention by funding 
a new state animal testing 
laboratory in western Penn-
sylvania. 

Speaking about human ser-
vices, Shapiro told the story 
of a 60-year-old single 
mother who cares for her 
adult son who requires 24/7 
care. Although funding has 
been available for in-home 
care, many families who 
need such services have 
been unable to obtain them 
because too few people are 
willing to do the job for the 
wages offered by the state. 

“I’ve listened to those fami-
lies. I’ve seen the exhaus-
tion and the desperation in 
the eyes of parents and care-
givers who are doing every-
thing right. But they still 
can’t get their kids the ser-
vices they need. It’s heart-
breaking,” Shapiro said. 

Shapiro’s budget would 
provide $216 million that 
would allow the state to 
draw down another $266 
million in federal money to 
allow community based ser-
vice providers to pay higher 
wages to in-home care pro-
viders.  

In another anecdote,Shapiro 
recalled Nicolas Elizalde, a 
14-year-old student killed in 
an ambush shooting after a 
football game at Rox-
borough High School in 
Philadelphia. His mother 
Meredith, who was in the 
audience Tuesday, has been 
a vocal advocate for gun 
safety laws, Shapiro said. 

“With gun violence at unac-
ceptable levels in our com-
munities, it is long past time 
for us to take real action,” 
Shapiro said. 

His budget proposal in-
cludes $75 million in new 
funding for gun violence 
intervention, prevention, 
investigation, and prosecu-
tion. It would also provide 
$30 million in school- and 
community-based gun pre-
vention, security for non-
profit institutions such as 
synagogues and churches, 
and create the Office of Gun 
Violence within the Penn-
sylvania Commission on 
Crime and Delinquency.  

But Shapiro called on law-
makers to do more, noting 
that many “talk a big game 
on law and order,” yet allow 
loopholes in background 
check requirements to go 
unclosed.  

In closing, Shapiro pointed 
to the lavish murals that 
adorn the walls of the Capi-
tol rotunda, saying that their 
images of Pennsylvania his-
tory give him hope for the 
commonwealth. 

“When I walk these halls, 
and I see these depictions of 
our past, I can’t help but 
feel optimistic about our 
future, a future we will 
build together staying true 
to the words and the creed 
of William Penn as we work 
to do what is truly wise and 
just.” 











 


