
North Philadelphia native Patricia Vaughn moved into The Fairthorne in Roxborough about a decade ago and shared her experiences in the HUD-backed apart-
ment complex. (Kristen Mosbrucker-Garza/WHYY)  



Hours: 
Monday: Closed  
Tues  to Thurs: 12pm-9pm  
Friday to Saturday: 12pm-10pm  
Sunday: 12pm-7pm.  
 
Address 
8010 Ogontz Ave,  
Philadelphia, PA 19150 
 
Phone 
215-276-0657 

Burgers & Sandwiches 
(Lettuce, tomato, onion, pickles, and American 

cheese.) 

Beef Burger-    $5.50 

Bacon Burger-   $6.50 

Turkey Burger-   $5.50 

Pulled Pork    $8.25 

Pulled Pork w/Cole Slaw $9.25 

BBQ Pork Rib   $12.00  

 

BBQ 
BBQ Pork Ribs    $16.50 (1/2 ) 

    $29.00 (Slab) 

BBQ Beef Ribs    $19.25 (1/2) 

    $31.25 (Slab) 

BBQ Chicken    $9.25 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

Jerk Chicken   $9.25 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

Fried Chicken  $9.50 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

BBQ, Jerk, or Fried Wing $4.65 (3 Wings) 

 

Platters 
BBQ Pork Ribs-   $17.00 

Pulled Pork-    $15.00 

BBQ Beef Ribs-   $18.00 

BBQ Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

 

Jerk Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

Fried Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

Chicken Wings-   $13.25 

BBQ Pork Ribs & Chicken- $22.50 

 w/White Meat $23.50 

BBQ Beef Ribs & Chicken- $24.50  

 w/White Meat $25.50 

Turkey Wing-     $13.50  

 

Seafood 
Shrimp-     $24.00 (12) 

    $12.00 (6) 

Fresh Fish Sandwich-   

Whiting   $9.75 

Catfish   $10.25 

Swai    $10.25 

Fresh Fish Platter-    

Whiting   $14.75 

Catfish   $15.25 

Swai    $15.25 

Grilled Salmon  $17.00 

Shrimp Platter-   $27.50 (12) 

    $17.00 (6) 

Fish/Shrimp Combo Platter-  

Whiting   $26.75 

Catfish/Swai   $27.25 

 

Desserts 
Apple Cobbler-   $4.00 

Peach Cobbler-   $4.00 

Assorted Cakes-   $4.00 

Banana Pudding  $4.00 

 

Signature Sides & Sides 
Potato Salad- $4.00/8.00 

Cabbage- $4.00/8.00 

Collard Greens- $4.00/8.00 

Candied Yams- $4.00/8.00 

Mac & Cheese- $4.75/$9.50 

String Beans- $4.00/8.00 

Baked Beans- $4.00/8.00 

Coleslaw- $4.00/8.00 

Mac & Tuna- $4.00/8.00 

Seafood Salad- $4.00/8.00 

Corn on the Cob- $2.50 

French Fries- $2.50 

Sweet Potato Fries- $2.50 

Corn Muffin- (3 for) $2.50 
All vegetables cooked with smoked turkey products. 

 

Prices are subject to change 

without notice. 



By Casey Quinlan 
Pennsylvania Capital Star 
 
Inflation is slowing and job 
growth has surged, but 
many Americans still feel 
the burden of expensive 
housing – fueled in part by 
high demand, low inventory 
and mortgage rates. 
 
Home prices across the U.S. 
rose 5.5% over the past year 
in December 2023 and they 
are projected to increase 
2.8% year over year by De-
cember 2024, according 
to CoreLogic, a consumer 
and business information 
company. None of the states 
in CoreLogic’s data showed 
home price declines. 
 
Rents shot up 23.9% be-
tween the beginning of 2020 
and the start of of 2023 and 
home prices rose 
37.5% according to Harvard 
University’s Joint Center for 
Housing Studies’ 2023 state 
of the nation’s housing re-
port. The median sales price 
of a home sold in the U.S. 
is $417,700, according to 
the St. Louis Fed. 
 
Given the state of housing 
affordability in the U.S., 
here’s what to know about 
ongoing construction short-
ages, high interest rates, 
where housing prices are 
climbing, and what policy-
makers could do about it. 
 
How did the housing market 
get this way? 
Much of the current predic-
ament renters and homebuy-
ers face is linked to high 
housing demand, low hous-
ing inventory and the Fed’s 
cycle of hiking interest 
rates. 
Very low mortgage rates – 
January 2021 saw the low-
est recorded mortgage rate 
at 2.65% – fueled demand 
but drove up prices, exacer-
bated by low housing inven-
tory, Matthew Walsh, econ-
omist at Moody’s Analytics 
explained. The Federal Re-
serve then raised interest 
rates in 2022 to combat in-
flation, which in turn influ-
enced mortgage rates. 
 
Those rates reached near 

8% in October, and higher 
rates put constraints on 
housing supply, with more 
homeowners staying put. 
It’s now 6.77% for a 30-
year fixed rate mortgage. 
 
A lack of housing stock, 
both in for sale and overall 
inventory, is a key long-run 
problem for housing afford-
ability, said Robert Dietz, 
chief economist for the Na-
tional Association of Home 
Builders. A lack of accessi-
ble rental inventory that 
provides both single family 
and multi-family rental 
housing is a problem, he 
said. 
 
“We simply don’t have 
enough developed land to 
build on, particularly in the 
places where it’s needed the 
most, which tends to be 
highly dense, more regulat-
ed markets in the largest 
metros where there’s a lot of 
population growth,” he said. 
 
He added that a lack 
of  construction labor as 
well as expensive building 
materials – partly affected 
by supply chain problems – 
have exacerbated the prob-
lem. 
A 2023 Home Builders In-
stitute report found that con-
struction would need to add 
hundreds of thousands of 
workers to meet residential 
construction demand. An 
HBI survey done in 2021 
found that around 90% of 
home builders for single 
family homes said there was 
a shortage of carpenters and 
that more than 80% of re-
modelers said there was a 
shortage in most of the con-
struction trades they needed 
subcontractors for. 
What is the Federal Reserve 
doing with interest rates? 
The Fed is expected to cut 
rates this year, which should 
have some impact on hous-
ing prices. The Fed may not 
cut rates until May or later, 
but economists have fore-
cast multiple rate cuts this 
year. 
 
Many homebuyers and 
renters are hoping that a cut 
in interest rates could pro-
vide lower home and rental 

prices, since a lack of home-
buying can drive up rental 
costs. 
But economists say there 
won’t be meaningful relief 
anytime soon. 
 
“It should push mortgage 
rates down into the low 6% 
range and perhaps in 2025 
moving into the high 5s,” 
Dietz said. “That’s not the 2 
to 3% rate that we saw earli-
er, but it will help price in 
some demand by lowering 
the monthly payment on a 
hypothetical mortgage. It is 
going to have a dispropor-
tionate impact on first-time 
buyers who tend to be par-
ticularly sensitive to chang-
es in rates because they 
don’t have any home equity 
as first-time buyers.” 
 
Selma Hepp, chief econo-
mist at CoreLogic, said 
home prices will remain 
pricy for quite some time, 
even when mortgage rates 
come down. 
“Because home prices have 
gone up 40%, no matter 
how much you adjust mort-
gage rates —  and we’re not 
expecting them to come 
down to 2% any time soon 
if ever again — you’d really 
have to get them to 2% to 
get that affordability back,” 
she said. 
Why are home price trends 
in different parts of the 
U.S.? 
New Jersey, Connecticut 
and Rhode Island saw the 
highest home price increas-
es in December, according 
to CoreLogic’s data, but no 
states saw home prices go 
down. 
Hepp said that is significant 
because until this report, a 
couple states continued to 
show year-over-year de-
clines: Utah and Idaho as 
well as the District of Co-
lumbia. She said that change 
may have been fueled by 
people moving from parts of 
California and from Seattle 
who drove up home prices 
in their new states. 
A Moody’s Investor Service 
report released in October 
showed Florida, Montana, 
Nevada, and Idaho had the 
largest decline in affordabil-
ity, due in part to growth in 

new residents. 
But no part of the country is 
being spared by the effects 
of rising housing prices. 
Walsh said some of the fast-
est price appreciation he’s 
seen is in parts of the north-
east and midwest because 
some of those markets are 
more affordable compared 
to parts of the country that 
saw an influx of residents 
earlier in the pandemic, 
such as metro areas in 
Mountain states including 
Colorado and Arizona 
“The places where we’ve 
seen the most moderation in 
home prices have been in 
the places that lost that af-
fordability edge…,” he said. 
“… Some of the fastest 
growing places in the north-
east, like upstate New York, 
a place that really hasn’t 
seen quick increases in 
home prices in a long time, 
have been showing signs of 
life over the past year.” 
How are policymakers help-
ing? 
Some states and cities 
are stepping up to the chal-
lenge of improving its af-
fordable housing stock. 
A program in Maine is 
funding more affordable 
rental housing, which in-
cludes the improvement of 
existing housing. Minneso-
ta’s Family Homeless Pre-
vention and Assistance Pro-
gram is expanding rental 
assistance. 
In Pennsylvania, lawmakers 
have pushed for renewal of 
the state’s Whole Home Re-
pairs program, a home im-
provement initiative that 
offers funding of up to 
$50,000 in grants and for-
givable loans for eligible 
homeowners and land-
lords. Passed by the Legisla-
ture on a bipartisan basis in 
2022, the $120 million pro-
gram was funded with 
American Rescue Plan 
funds, and administered by 
the state Department of 
Community and Economic 
Development. 
Funding for the program 
that was included in the 
state budget approved last 
August was not included in 
the final code bills passed in 

December, but Gov. Josh 
Shapiro proposed $50 mil-
lion in funding for Whole 
Home Repairs program in 
his 2024-25 budget. 
 
“We can’t leave struggling 
homeowners out to dry,” 
Shapiro said during his Feb. 
6 budget address. “This is a 
smart investment. We know 
it works, and demand is 
high.” 
Voters in Phoenix and Al-
buquerque, New Mexico, 
last year supported bond 
measures that will spend 
millions on affordable hous-
ing. In 2022, vot-
ers approved housing bonds 
to fund more affordable 
housing for Buncombe 
County, North Carolina; 
Columbus, Ohio, and Kan-
sas City, Missouri. Locali-
ties in Colorado and Mon-
tana voted to use tax reve-
nues on affordable housing 
development and projects in 
2023 as well. 
On the federal level, the 
Biden administra-
tion announced in July it 
would address low housing 
supply by incentivizing pro-
jects with greater density 
and creating a program to 
fund projects that focus on 
zoning reforms. In October, 
the administration also in-
troduced new housing initia-
tives to increase homeown-
ership, such as loans to 
boost affordable housing on 
tribal lands and letting 
homeowners use prospec-
tive rental income from 
“dwelling units” at their 
home as part of their income 
when they want to qualify 
for FHA-insured mortgages. 
Some economists say that 
zoning is far too restrictive 
to increase housing supply 
and make it more afforda-
ble. 
Government policies to ad-
dress housing affordability 
should include “thinking 
about ways to incentivize 
state and local governments 
to reduce regulatory burdens 
and enact zoning reform to 
promote density where the 
market demands it,” Dietz 
said. 

https://www.corelogic.com/intelligence/us-home-price-insights-february-2024/
https://www.corelogic.com/intelligence/us-home-price-insights-february-2024/
https://www.jchs.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/reports/files/Harvard_JCHS_The_State_of_the_Nations_Housing_2023.pdf
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/MSPUS
https://themortgagereports.com/61853/30-year-mortgage-rates-chart
https://www.freddiemac.com/pmms
https://hbi.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Spring-2023-construction-labor-market-report_final-PDF.pdf
https://newjerseymonitor.com/2024/02/01/fed-keeps-interest-rates-same-as-expected-with-changes-likely-months-away/


The new unit will sup-
plement patrols and 
give police on the beat 
backup over the week-
end.  
 

By Tom MacDonald, 
WHYY 
 
You might see more police 
on Philadelphia streets on 
the weekend. 
The department announced 
plans Friday to enhance 

weekend patrols with a spe-
cial “roving” unit that will 
go to hotspots, including so-
called car meet-ups and oth-
er mass gatherings. 
First Deputy Commissioner 
John Stanford said the de-
partment will add what 
they’re calling a “significant 
number” of uniformed offic-
ers in marked vehicles to 
fight crime on the week-
ends. He wouldn’t give spe-
cifics of how many addi-

tional cops would be as-
signed to the weekend duty. 
 
“They will traverse through-
out the city obviously with 
the idea in mind of crime 
fighting, but also being 
available for any of the 
planned or unplanned types 
of incidents that we’ve seen 
across the city, such as 
those large gatherings of 
individuals, car meet activi-
ties, or any type of major 

incident,” he said. “These 
officers and supervisors will 
be available to be deployed 
to those types of incidents.” 
Stanford said the additional 
staffing from non-patrol 
units will be used Friday 
and Saturday nights to start 
and the change is designed 
to give patrol officers confi-
dence that backup is availa-
ble if things go wrong. 
“To combat some of the is-
sues they are seeing, some 
of the issues that they are 
facing because of our staff-
ing challenges and allowing 
them to have another level 
of safety for the officers out 
there,” Stanford said. 
He added that the special 
patrol will go after every-
thing when it comes to 
crime. 
 
“When I say crime fighting 
that encompasses all crime, 
obviously violent crime is a 
priority within the city of 
making the city safe, but 
crime is crime and so, it’s 
not like we’re just picking 
and choosing — if they see 

crime that’s being commit-
ted there, they are going to 
respond, they’re going to act 
and so as you know, some 
have considered retail theft 
a little level crime years 
ago. That’s one of the most 
important issues right now 
for us and so it’s still a 
crime.” 
 
Stanford said police leaders 
will monitor the usefulness 
of the additional officers 
and adjust strength as neces-
sary, redeploying officers 
every weekend to crime 
hotspots and keeping them 
mobile so they can help out 
where needed citywide. 
 

 

A police car on 56th Street in West Philadelphia. (Emma Lee/WHYY)  



Sneaker Con’s pres-
ident has donated to 
Trump’s 2024 
reelection campaign 
 
By John Cole 
Pennsylvania Capital-Star 
 
Former President Donald 
Trump was the featured 
speaker at the National Ri-
fle Association forum in 
Harrisburg. On Saturday, he 
made what appeared to be a 
last-minute visit to Philadel-
phia to speak at Sneaker 
Con. 
“It’s a slightly different au-
dience than I’m used to,” 
Trump said during brief re-
marks to a crowd that in-
cluded cheers and some 
boos on Saturday afternoon. 
“But I love this audience.” 
Before Trump took the 
stage at the Philadelphia 
Convention Center, people 
in the crowd waved signs 
reading “Sneakerheads 
Love Trump” with a URL 
to a site offering “President 
Trump’s official sneaker,” 
gold high-tops with Ameri-
can flag logos, available for 
pre-order at $399, with a 

limit of three pairs per cus-
tomer, according to the site. 
A pair of the sneakers was 
displayed on the stage be-
fore Trump was introduced.  
Trump claimed that launch-
ing the shoe line was some-
thing he’s wanted to do for 
“a long time.”  
 
In addition to promoting the 
launch of his sneaker line, 
Trump’s speech appeared to 
be an attempt to court 
younger voters, who made 
up a significant majority of 
the audience.  
“What’s the most important 
thing,” Trump asked. “To 
go out and vote.”  
“We have got to get young 
people out to vote,” he 
said.  
 
President Joe Biden won 
62% of voters aged 18-29 in 
Pennsylvania during the 
2020 presidential election, 
while Trump won 35%. 
In 2016, Hillary Clinton 
won 52% of that same age 
demographic, while Trump 
won 43%.  
 
Chase Young, founder of 
Philadelphia-based luxury 

sneaker company Culture 
Kicks, spoke briefly before 
Trump took the stage about 
the impact that young peo-
ple have in the shoe trading 
industry. 
“Our industry is valued at a 
staggering $100 billion,” 
Young said. “Where 60 mil-
lion young entrepreneurs in 
the U.S. alone are actively 
engaged in trading and in-
vesting in sneakers.”  
“Over $10 million worth of 
sneakers will be changing 
hands today alone,” he add-
ed. 
 
Young described Trump as 
someone who would have a 
“deep impact” on the sneak-
er industry by becoming the 
first president to launch 
their own sneaker.   
 
“He is someone you would 
not have thought or guessed 
would be joining the sneak-
er community, but today he 
is releasing his own line of 
sneakers, right here at 
Sneaker Con,” Young said. 
Trump was only on stage 
for a few minutes, holding 
up a gold shoe and inviting 
a woman in the audience 
wearing a Trump 2024 
sweatshirt on stage with 
him. 
 
Sneaker Con bills itself as 
“the world’s premier sneak-
er show, providing a huge 
space for vendors and at-
tendees to buy, sell, and 
trade some of the most 
sought-after footwear in the 
game.” It might seem like 
an odd venue for Trump, 
but according to filings with 
the Federal Election Com-
mission, the president of 
Sneaker Con, Alan 
Vinogradov, made dona-
tions to Trump’s 2024 cam-
paign and a Trump-
affiliated PAC, in relatively 
small amounts.  
Vinogradov donated $541 
in August 2023, and $202 in 
April 2023 to Trump’s re-
election campaign. He also 
donated to the Trump Save 
America PAC, giving $602 
in August 2023 and $225 in 
April 2023. 
 

Following Trump’s speech, 
a pair of size 11 Trump 
shoes that he autographed 
was auctioned off to a per-
son in the audience for 
$9,000. Trump also signed a 
variety of MAGA gear, 
sneakers, and a Playboy 
magazine with his photo on 
the cover. 
Trump has something of a 
troubled relationship with 
the City of Brotherly Love. 
During a presidential debate 
with Joe Biden in Septem-
ber 2020, Trump made the 
comment “Bad things hap-
pen in Philadelphia, bad 
things.”  
 
Trump’s visit to Philadelph-
ia came one day after 
a judge in New York or-
dered him to pay $355 mil-
lion for lying about his 
wealth in a civil fraud case.  
President Joe Biden’s 
reelection campaign re-
leased a statement after 
Trump’s brief appearance at 
the sneaker show Saturday. 
“Donald Trump showing up 
to hawk bootleg Off-Whites 
is the closest he’ll get to any 
Air Force Ones ever again 
for the rest of his life,” 
Biden-Harris 2024 Commu-
nications Director Michael 
Tyler said. 
 
Trump’s visit to Philadelph-
ia is his second of the year 
to the Keystone State and 
the fourth since he an-
nounced he was seeking the 

2024 GOP nomination for 
president. He visited Phila-
delphia in June to speak at 
a Moms for Liberty ral-
ly and visited the opposite 
end of the commonwealth 
in July for an address in 
Erie County. 
 
Biden has made three trips 
to Pennsylvania in 2024, 
delivering his first cam-
paign speech of the year 
in Montgomery County on 
Jan. 5, where he said he be-
lieved that democracy is on 
the ballot in November. On 
Jan. 12, Biden visited small 
businesses in the Allentown 
area, and was in Philadelph-
ia on Jan. 15 for Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Day to volun-
teer at a food bank.  
 
Pennsylvania played a key 
role in determining the two 
previous presidential elec-
tions and is shaping up to be 
center stage, once again, for 
the 2024 race.  
 
So far, 2024 polling shows 
Biden and Trump in a close 
hypothetical rematch for the 
Keystone State’s 19 elec-
toral votes. 
 
Capital-Star editor Kim Ly-
ons contributed 
 

Former President Donald Trump autographs a Playboy magazine at 
Sneaker Con on Saturday Feb. 17, 2024 in Philadelphia (Capital-
Star photo by John Cole)  

https://penncapital-star.com/campaigns-elections/trump-tells-nra-faithful-in-harrisburg-no-one-will-lay-a-finger-on-your-firearms/
https://penncapital-star.com/campaigns-elections/trump-tells-nra-faithful-in-harrisburg-no-one-will-lay-a-finger-on-your-firearms/
https://www.cnn.com/election/2020/exit-polls/president/pennsylvania
https://www.cnn.com/election/2020/exit-polls/president/pennsylvania
https://www.cnn.com/election/2016/results/exit-polls/pennsylvania/president


By John Cole 
Pennsylvania Capital-Star 
 
Democrat Laurie MacDon-
ald, who is seeking to un-
seat U.S. Rep. Summer Lee 
(D-12th District), is one of 
several candidates facing a 
challenge to appear on 
Pennsylvania’s primary bal-
lot.  
 
An objection filed in Com-
monwealth Court claims 
that MacDonald’s nominat-
ing petitions have a number 
of irregularities, and a 
“pattern of impropriety in 
the signatures” that should 
disqualify her from the bal-
lot. In Pennsylvania, candi-
dates are required to gath-
er 1,000 signatures from 
registered voters who live in 
the congressional district 
and are of the same party as 
the candidate in order to ap-
pear on the ballot for Con-
gress.  
 
The MacDonald campaign 
is confident it has more than 
enough signatures to quali-
fy.  
 
“The others in this race need 
to address the issues facing 
our district. Not spend time 
and money on disenfran-
chising district voters,” 
MacDonald told the Capital-
Star in an emailed state-
ment. “I look forward to 
talking to voters about how 
to unify our nation and get 
results for our community.” 
A hearing on MacDonald’s 
case is scheduled for March 
4.  
 
The ruling on MacDonald’s 
ballots could play a sizable 
role in how the 12th District 
primary plays out in western 
Pennsylvania. MacDonald, 
who joined the race in Janu-
ary, was the first candidate 
in the race to launch a TV 
ad campaign. Lee, who is 
seeking her second term, 
has a sizable cash advantage 
and outraised the rest of the 
state’s congressional dele-
gation in the final three 
months of 2023. Edgewood 
Councilmember Bhavini 
Patel is also seeking the 
Democratic nomination.  
MacDonald is not the only 
candidate facing a challenge 

ahead of the April 23 prima-
ry. Here’s how the process 
works, and who else has a 
court date to defend their 
petitions.  
 
How the challenge process 
works in Pennsylvania 
Candidates whose petitions 
meet the requirements are 
provided with a receipt of 
acceptance within a few 
hours of submitting them, 
according to the Pennsylva-
nia Department of State.  
Election lawyer Adam Bo-
nin tells the Capital-Star 
that the number of petition 
challenges varies from cycle 
to cycle. Most signatures 
that are later disqualified 
aren’t from voters seeking 
to commit fraud, he adds, 
usually people just don’t 
realize they’re not quali-
fied.  
 
“Most of the time it’s a mis-
take in good faith,” Bonin 
said. “They don’t know 
whether they live in the dis-
trict. They sign just to be 
polite because they don’t 
want to say no to a friendly 
person.” 
 
Those who circulate peti-
tions don’t have to live in 
the district, but must be reg-
istered members of the can-
didate’s party. The chal-
lenges are decided in Com-
monwealth Court, and if 
there’s a particularly heavy 
volume, they could borrow 
senior judges from the Su-
perior Court who have 
served on the Common-
wealth Court.  
 
Bonin said that most cases 
come down to whether a 
signature on a petition is a 
registered voter. Most of the 
attorneys who bring chal-
lenge cases know what 
they’re doing, he added, and 
so only bring serious cases.  
“But anyone is free to file 
them and you don’t always 
know,” he said. Bonin is an 
attorney on a case currently 
challenging the nomination 
petitions of Allen King, a 
Democrat running for Penn-
sylvania’s 1st Senate Dis-
trict. “For the most part the 
election bar is not going to 
waste the court’s time on 
shoddy cases.” 

Here’s how the ballots are 
shaping up in other races 
across Pennsylvania 
 
U.S. Senate 
 
Joseph Vodvarka, a candi-
date in several previous rac-
es, filed to run in the Repub-
lican Party primary for U.S. 
Senate, against former 
hedge fund manager David 
McCormick. 
 
The objection filed to 
Vodvarka’s nomination pe-
titions charges that 577 sig-
natures are invalid and 
should be stricken, which 
would put the candidate be-
low the 2,000 signatures 
needed to make the ballot 
for U.S. Senate. A hearing 
on Vodvarka’s case is 
scheduled for March 5.  
Brandi Tomasetti, secretary 
and treasurer for Conestoga 
Township in Lancaster 
County, announced her can-
didacy for the Republican 
Party nomination for U.S. 
Senate in January, but had 
her petitions reject-
ed, reportedly over mis-
takes by some of the volun-
teers collecting the signa-
tures. She won an appeal 
seeking more time. The new 
deadline to file objections to 
Tomasetti’s petitions is Feb. 
29.  
 
Democratic candidate Will 
Parker also won more time 
to file his petitions, seeking 
to challenge U.S. Sen. Bob 
Casey (D-Pa.) in that party’s 
primary.  
Parker’s petitions can be 
challenged until Feb. 29.  
Vodvarka could not be 
reached for comment. To-
masetti’s campaign did not 
immediately return a request 
for comment.  
 
U.S. House 
 
Tim Kramer is seeking to 
challenge U.S. Rep. Mike 
Kelly (R-Butler) in the 16th 
Congressional District, but 
an objection to his peti-
tions claims that 329 signa-
tures should be invalid, 
which would put him under 
the required number of sig-
natures. A hearing on Kra-
mer’s case is scheduled for 
Feb. 27.  His campaign did 

not immediately reply to a 
request for comment.  
Dasha Pruett, one of two 
Republicans to file for the 
5th Congressional District, 
is also facing a challenge to 
her petitions. The objection 
filed to Pruett’s nomination 
petitions claims that 204 of 
the signatures are invalid, 
which would put her below 
the threshold. A hearing on 
Pruett’s case is scheduled 
for Feb. 29. Her campaign 
did not immediately reply to 
a request for comment.  
U.S. Rep. Mary Gay 
Scanlon (D-Delaware) is the 
incumbent.  
 
Pennsylvania General As-
sembly 
 
Three candidates for Penn-
sylvania’s state Senate and 
24 candidates for Pennsyl-
vania’s state House have 
had their nomination peti-
tions challenged.  
State Sen. Jim Brewster (D-
Allegheny) is not seeking 
reelection for the 45th Sen-
ate District, resulting in five 
candidates filing for the 
competitive seat.  
Former Duquesne 
Mayor Nickole Nesby, one 
of the three Democratic can-
didates attempting to suc-
ceed Brewster, had her 
nomination petitions chal-
lenged. The objection filed 
to Nesby’s petitions claims 
that 396 individual signature 
lines are not valid, which 
would put her below the re-
quired 500 signatures. A 
hearing  on Nesby’s case 
is scheduled for Feb. 
27. Nesby’s campaign could 
not be reached for com-
ment.  
 
In the race for the Republi-
can Party nomination for the 
45th Senate District, Kami 
Stulginskas is the only can-
didate to have their petitions 
challenged. The objection 
filed claims that of the 699 
signatures on the nomina-
tion petition, 247 of them 
should be deemed invalid. A 
hearing on the case 
is scheduled for March 
4. Stulginskas’ campaign 
could not be reached for 
comment. 

 
The third candidate for state 
Senate to have their peti-
tions challenged is Allen 
King, a Democrat challeng-
ing state Sen. Nikil Saval (D
-Philadelphia), in the 1st 
Senatorial District. 
The objection filed writes 
that a “shocking number of 
signatures bear no resem-
blance to the voter’s signa-
ture on file.” It also claims 
King does not meet the one-
year residency requirement 
needed to make the primary 
ballot. A hearing on King’s 
case is scheduled for March 
13. King’s campaign did not 
immediately reply to a re-
quest for comment.  
 
State Reps. Amen 
Brown and Rick Krajew-
ski, both Philadelphia Dem-
ocrats, are also facing chal-
lenges to their petitions. 
The objection filed against 
Brown claims that he has 
not filed the mandatory fi-
nancial disclosures needed 
to make the ballot. The 
hearing on his case 
is scheduled for March 4. 
His campaign did not imme-
diately reply to a request for 
comment.  
 
The objection filed against 
Krajewski claims that the 
candidate inaccurately filled 
out the district he is seeking 
to run for. The hearing on 
this case is scheduled for 
March 1. His campaign did 
not immediately reply to a 
request for comment.  
 
Feb. 28 is the last day for 
withdrawal by candidates 
who filed nomination peti-
tions. 
 
The DOS says Common-
wealth Court expedites ob-
jections cases in order to 
resolve them as soon as pos-
sible so county boards of 
election can finalize their 
ballots. Counties must de-
liver or mail all mail-in and 
civilian absentee ballots as 
soon as they are available 
and no later than April 9 in 
any event. 
 
Capital-Star reporter Peter 
Hall contributed. 
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Philadelphia developers 
could get millions to build 
more affordable senior 
housing, and new rules 
promote building intergen-
erational apartments.  
 
By Kristen Mosbrucker-
Garza, WHYY 
 
North Philadelphia native 
Patricia Vaughn moved in-
to an affordable senior 
apartment complex in Rox-
borough about a decade 
ago. 
 
At the time, she was paying 

$700 monthly for an apart-
ment in West Oak Lane, 
which did not include utili-
ties. 
 
But at The Fairthorne, there 
were 40 new one-bedroom 
apartments with all the es-
sentials included in the 
rent. Low-income seniors 
like Vaughn would pay no 
more than one-third of their 
income for rent each 
month. 
 
The remainder was subsi-
dized by regular payments 
by the U.S. Department of 

Housing and Urban Devel-
opment. 
 
Vaughn heard about the 
development from her sis-
ter and applied right away. 
She got in. 
 
Now in her 70s, she enjoys 
decorating the community 
meeting room for holidays. 
 
“You pay your rent, and 
everything else is taken 
care of,” she said. “It’s just 
a blessing. That’s one less 
thing that I have to worry 
about.” 

And that’s the model feder-
al officials want to continue 
with a new round of grants 
earmarked for senior rent-
als — a total of $115 mil-
lion nationwide. 
 
HUD officials expect that 
money to support building 
— and keeping — about 
2,000 affordable apart-
ments in the market. 
“We provide capital fund-
ing in the form of a loan, 
but it doesn’t have to be 
repaid as long as the project 
remains affordable for 
about 40 years,” said Adri-
anne Todman, HUD Depu-
ty Secretary. “You can 
build housing all day long. 
But what makes it deeply 
affordable for seniors is the 
annual rental subsidy HUD 
provides which goes to the 
operating costs of the build-
ing.” 
This year, there’s a twist – 
developers can use some of 
the money to build inter-
generational housing 
units – where seniors are 
raising their grandchildren. 
About $35 million is slated 
for projects incorporat-
ing these intergenerational 
housing units. 
 
“That’s going to help sen-
iors who are raising minor 
children to be able to stay 
in their home and live with 
dignity,” Todman said. 
“But these funds are not a 
given.” 
 
U.S. Rep. Dwight Evans 
advocated for the funding 
in Congress — which HUD 
leaders said is discretionary 
funding and not guaranteed 
each year. 
 
The last time HUD’s multi-
family housing program 
doled out $160 million na-
tionwide was in October 
2023. Philadelphia non-
profit Opportunities Ser-
vices Corp. snagged $2.1 
million to build 41 new 
senior apartment units. 

 

HUD Deputy Secretary Adrianne Todman toured The Fairthorne in Philadelphia as a model of what 
developers can do with the latest round of federal grants for senior housing. (Kristen Mosbrucker-

Garza/WHYY)  












