




 

By RSB 
 
Ok, I was going to write 
about BRICS and reasons 
why they exist. Instead I 
will talk about cryptos and 
the halving of Bitcoin com-
ing soon. This month April 
may be the biggest gains for 
Bitcoin yet. Some predict 
one coin will reach $100K 
USD.  
 
The Bitcoin halving means 
that it  is a change in 
bitcoin's underlying block-
chain technology, designed 
to reduce the rate at which 
new bitcoins are created. 
What’s different about this 
run versus the one in 2020 
and 2016 is that the USA 

has approved 11 digital  as-
set ETFs. An ETF is Ex-
change Traded Fund which 
means it mimics the move-
ment of an Index. For exam-
ple the SPDR S&P 500 ETF 
tracks the S&P 500 Index. 
So instead of you buying 
one share of each company 
in the S&P 500, you can 
buy $40 worth of all the se-
curities combined.  
 
Also what's different is that 
the lawsuit between The 
Security and Exchange 
Commission (SEC) vs. XRP 
(aka Ripple) is still active 
and XRP has a strong case. 
We talked about this before 
but let me refresh you. SEC 
claims that XRP is a securi-
ty and not a currency. XRP 
is the token (cash) , the cur-
rency. Ripple (RippleNet) is 
a high performance payment 
system for liquidity- basi-
cally to move money cheap-
er and easier all around the 
world. What XRP does is 
transfers the cash amount 
into XRP (instead of a gov-
ernment cash like USD or 

JPY) from one currency to 
another.  So if I want to 
send money from Philadel-
phia to Tokyo, and if my 
method is XRP then instead 
of paying the exchange fees 
are eliminated and payments 
are processed  on the spot. 
What financial institutions 
or banks use Ripple? Amer-
ican Express,  Santander, 
PNC Bank, and 
MoneyGram are some of 
the hundreds of institutions 
that are on RippleNet. XRP 
is the cash used to move 
money on the Ripple plat-
form  
 
Basically, the Crypto mar-
kets are starting to operate 
like a Stock Exchange. And 
now since BlackRock, 
JPMorgan and etc are get-
ting in the game, well you 
know what it is.  
In summary, if you haven’t 
yet, you need to start getting 
familiar with cryptocurren-
cy. You can go to YouTube 
and review videos (for ex-
ample see 
TheGetMoneyShow on 

YouTube, where 
StreetMoney and RS Broker 
discuss the future of cryp-
tos).   
 
And if you want to invest, 
please use link below. 
Whether your 20 or 60, a 
new transfer of wealth is 
upon the horizon. This isn’t 
just the USA going through 
a change. The whole world 
is... It won’t be easy, but 
you never know until to try. 
Oh, and don’t forget to fol-
low me on IG or YouTube 
at @TheGetMoneyShow. 
Believe in yourself, believe 
in your dreams, and always 
remember money a’int just 
green.  Link to invest in 
cryptocurrency  coin-
base.com/join/saunde_qw3?
src=android-link 
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By Rasheed 
Ajamu Germantown Cov-
erage Sprints, News  
 
The Chew & Chelten cor-
ridor has everything from 
a chicken spot on one cor-
ner to a daycare with 
childcare drop-off and 
pick-up on another.  How-
ever, some locals consider 
one corner an "eyesore" 
that hurts the surrounding 
community. Community 
leader Douglas Rucker in-
tends to lead a petition to 
shut down the convenience 
store and smokeshop at 
800 East Chelten. 
 
Rucker is the operator of 
the Chew & Chelten CDC, 
who also grew up in the 
area. He says that the shop 
promotes more crime in 
the area. Rucker has al-
ways paid close attention 
to this location. 
 
He says, “I remember 
when [H&M Deli] closed 
down. Then came a com-
pany called Yahya. We put 
a lot of pressure on them 
and then Yahya went out. 
And then there’s this new 
company that’s been here 
ever since, but there’s no 
sign up. They tried to say 
it was a T-Mobile shop, 
but that’s not the case.” 
 
Germantown Info Hub 
(GIH) can confirm that 
there is no sign on the 
front of the store. There is 
only an old sign on the 
Chew Avenue side of the 
structure reading “ICE” 
with other things that the 
former operators H&M 
Deli used to offer. 
 
Rucker says the idea for a 
petition arose from resi-
dents attending a commu-
nity meeting in October 
2023. In essence, Rucker 
says smokeshops 
“contribute to non-
proactive business practic-
es that don't align with 
community wholesome 
and prosperity.” However, 
the CDC leader identifies 
more than philosophical 
reasons to close the estab-
lishment. 

 
For one, Rucker says the 
store breaks many Phila-
delphia laws governing 
tobacco sales. He alleges 
sales to people younger 
than 21, not checking IDs, 
and selling loose cigarettes 
as significant concerns. 
During a visit to the shop 
on Saturday, February 24, 
around 9:35 a.m., the Ger-
mantown Info Hub secured 
a “loosie” (loose cigarette) 
for 75 cents without show-
ing any identification. 
However, we could not 
confirm whether anyone 
under 21 has obtained to-
bacco products. 
 
Rucker mentioned that he 
has observed some of the 
young boys he knows are 
under 21 purchase items, 
and he has also received 
reports from individuals 
who visit the CDC. 
 
Aside from the alleged il-
legal activity by the store 
operators, Rucker also 
says the store allows drug 
dealing inside and outside 
the store. He says this ac-
tivity has contributed to 
the deaths of four young 
men in the past year but 
could not provide details. 
 
The Germantown Info Hub 
made several attempts to 
contact the establishment's 
owner to address the 
claims against them. After 
a visit to the store and an 
unanswered call, we were 
unsuccessful in reaching 
them. 
Captain Tanisha Richard-
son of the 14th District 
says that she is aware of 
the concerns that Rucker 
and other locals share 
about the illegal practices 
of the store, citing the sale 
of loosies, the permission 
of nuisance activity on and 
around the grounds of the 
store, and regards to vio-
lent crime. 
 
She echoes Rucker’s 
thoughts about the inter-
section being notorious for 
criminal activities, particu-
larly drug sales. She be-
lieves that shops that allow 

such activities in their vi-
cinity are contributing to 
the problem. On the other 
hand, Captain Richardson 
points out that 14th district 
police no longer intervene 
in loitering cases or other 
minor offenses like litter-
ing, public urination, or 
marijuana usage, based on 
a federal court-ordered 
program launched in 
2021 to experiment with 
less stop-and-frisk polic-
ing. However, if business 
owners don't want people 
hanging around their es-
tablishment, they can in-
form the police. She adds 
that the owners of this par-
ticular business have not 
made such a request. 
The 14th District captain 
shared the following rec-
orded crime stats at the 
intersection, ranging from 
February 2023 to February 
2024: 

• Two shooting victims 

• One homicide (which 
contradicts Rucker’s 
claims of four homicides) 

• Two gun-related rob-
beries  

• 23 narcotics arrests 
(not including Code Viola-
tion Notices) 

• Eight VUFA 
(violations of the Uniform 
Firearms Act) arrests 

• Two shooting incidents 
Data gathered by Julie 
Christie of Resolve Philly 
shows 85 crimes happened 
in 2023 between 5300 to 
5600 Chew Avenue and 
700 to 800 Chelten Ave-
nue, the exact coordinates 
Captain Richardson pro-
vided GIH with. Of these 
crimes, nine of them were 
gun-related, and 11 were 
considered violent crimes. 
Thus far, there has only 
been one gun-related 
crime at the intersection. 
Captain Richardson says 
they are taking several dif-
ferent measures to help 
enhance police presence in 
the 14th Police District's 
community. 
 
“Back in the day, you 
would see stabbings and 
fights and a little robbery 
here and there,” says Rob-
inson, reminiscing on the 

section of East German-
town she grew up in. “But 
now it’s just shoot to kill. 
And you never know who, 
why, or what. And I think 
that’s what makes it differ-
ent.” 
 
This is a sentiment that 
both Captain Richardson 
and Rucker share, as well, 
agreeing that the smoke-
shop is just one piece of a 
larger puzzle to solve the 
neighborhood's crime is-
sue. And while it’s one 
piece, they all share senti-
ments that it’s a crucial 
one. 
 
She attributes this to a de-
creased sense of communi-
ty that she says has shifted 
for the worse over genera-
tions after the crack era,  
which, according to West 
Philadelphia Collaborative 
History, reached epidemic 
levels between 1989 and 
1991.  
 
“[The crack epidemic] 
broke down the communi-
ty,” Robinson says. “No 
one knows each other. So I 
feel like the violence is 
more loose, meaning you 
never know who did 
what.” 
 
GIH must note that, based 
on the data gathered, over-
all crime has been slowly 
and slightly dropping at 
Chew & Chelten since 
2018, going from 182 inci-
dents to 94 last year. Both 
gun-related and violent 
crimes have remained 
steady. Gun-related crimes 
were almost cut in half last 
year, going from 16 in 
2022 to 9 in 2023.  
 
While she agrees that the 
store at 800 E Chelten Av-
enue has an issue with har-
boring criminal activity, 
she says this is a common 
issue with other businesses 
in the area, such as the 
corner stores and the Chi-
nese food store near Chew 
& Locust Avenue. She 

says, “They’re not from 
the neighborhood, so they 
don’t care. And they allow 
those boys and those drug 
addicts to hang on and 
around their businesses. 
Whereas me, they can’t 
hang over here. When I 
pull up, they already know 
they gotta step off.” 
 
Identifying the possible 
harsh connotations of her 
feelings, she shares her 
thoughts about wanting to 
maintain a safe environ-
ment.  “Bullets don’t have 
a name on them. If they’re 
coming around here, you 
don’t know what the beef 
is or who the people are. 
And I don’t want innocent 
bystanders on this side of 
the street getting hit by a 
stray bullet because you 
all want to stand on a cor-
ner.” 
 
Robinson says that if pre-
sented, she would sign the 
petition Rucker and other 
neighbors plan to pursue. 
She says people from the 
area and citywide need to 
feel safe enough to patron-
ize the businesses. “These 
types of pain points in the 
neighborhood will deter 
business and won’t help 
the neighborhood grow as 
a business corridor,” she 
says. 
 
Right now, the petition is 
still in the development 
stages, and Rucker is look-
ing to get more eyes on the 
phrasing of it before it 
goes public. He also looks 
to get more community 
members and institutions 
involved.  
 
He stands firm in his be-
liefs about the hazardous-
ness of smokeshops to 
communities, saying, 
“They are a dangerous 
zone in every major city 
and target mostly the 
Black and Brown commu-
nities.” 
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By Tom MacDonald, WHYY 
 
Mayor Cherelle Parker 
called for a cleaner, green-
er, safer city and included a 
plan to keep and grow busi-
ness as part of her spend-
ing blueprint.  
 
More money for police, 
SEPTA, fighting crime and 
schools are just some of the 
highlights on what Mayor 
Cherelle Parker calls her 
“One Philly Budget.” 
 
Parker delivered the budget 
speech, the first as mayor, to 
a packed City Council 
Chamber, saying “it’s big 
and it’s bold.” 
Parker told those in the 
chamber that “I want to say 
this loud and proud, no new 
taxes.”  
 
She continued to say the 
spending plan is built on 
five pillars of spending 
“Public Safety, clean and 
green, economic opportuni-
ty, housing and education.”  
 
The mayor said her spend-
ing plan is not just about the 
money, but about “exciting 
new approaches” to doing 
things in the city. 
One of the places were the 
new approaches will be 
used in the effort to make 
Philadelphia safer. The 
mayor referred to her efforts 
in making the city safer 

when she said, “We’re laser
-focused and unapologetic 
on improving public safety. 
For the people of Kensing-
ton: The Parker administra-
tion hears you! Help is on 
the way.” 
 
Parker also referred to her 
plans to expand businesses 
while retaining current busi-
nesses in town. 
 
“We’re taking the PHL Tak-
ing Care of Business (PHL 
TCB) neighborhood clean-
ing program to the next lev-
el, making it bigger and bet-
ter,” Parker explained. 
 
The business program is 
going to invest in disadvan-
taged groups to help them 
with start-ups and expand-
ing their businesses. 
“We’re investing in work-
force development and 
‘upskilling’ city workers for 
more opportunities. We’ll 
work hand-in-glove with 
our unions and employers 
on job creation and building 
a pipeline to municipal 
jobs,” Parker said. 
Parker also vowed to crack 
down on “quality of life” 
crimes. 
“Crime and retail theft may 
not matter to some people 
but I can tell you they mat-
ter to all of the residents and 
the people I’ve communi-
cated to and with and they 
matter to me.” 
Parker also explained some 

pilot programs for the city, 
including full-day schools, 
twice a week trash collec-
tion in some areas and 
working to expand home 
ownership. 
 
“I want everyone to know, 
this budget comes from the 
ground up and reflects the 
voices of the people of Phil-
adelphia,” Parker said. 
The mayor said she felt a 
“sense of urgency” to do 
things in the city, which in-
cludes spending $250 mil-
lion dollars in paving city 
streets, frontloading a plan 
that expects to spend a half 
billion dollars over the next 

five years. 
 
Parker spoke about the deci-
sion to cut back on some 
harm reduction strategies, 
such as needle exchange, 
saying she wanted private 

resources to take over where 
the city cannot afford to do 
so right now. 
 
Parker also spoke about her 
clean and green initiative 
saying there is $246 million 
to be invested in the city 
during a five year plan to 
work on making the city, 
“the cleanest and greenest 
big city in America.” 
She called for the towing of 
10 thousand abandoned cars 
in the upcoming year and an 
investment of $18 million in 
a residential cleaning pro-
gram with dedicated crews 
for each councilmanic dis-
trict along with the purchase 
of 60 new trash trucks to 
help with the mandate. 
 
The move includes $11 mil-
lion for a pilot of twice-
weekly trash collection in 
some of the neighborhoods, 
“most challenged by crime 
and litter.” In addition, there 
will be a bulk trash crew, 
more cameras focusing on 
illegal dumping spots in the 
city and 1,500 new trash 
cans, “with the staff to make 
sure they are dumped regu-
larly.” Parker announced. 
The budget does not add 
any additional spending, 
just redirects priorities to 
what the Parker administra-
tion wants to do, with meas-
urable “see and touch” ef-

forts throughout the city. 
The city also plans to con-
tinue the Rebuild initiative 
that started with the Kenney 
administration to fix parks, 
recreation centers and li-
braries. 

 
More money for SEPTA 
and schools are also in the 
spending plan, with Parker 
calling for the transit agency 
to make the system safer. 
The mayor called on help 
from the state to raise the 
minimum wage to improve 
life for workers and the city. 
The plan additionally calls 
for $130 million for eco-
nomic opportunity and 
training programs, especial-
ly for historically disadvan-
taged groups. The city will 
also give $10 million to 
Community College of Phil-
adelphia to create a “first in 
the nation College for Mu-
nicipal Employment.” 
 
Parker also said they would 
help with the training of 
people for life-sciences and 
other high tech careers in 
the city. 
 
She called for people to help 
the city and vowed to tour 
in a series of town hall 
meetings and budget brief-
ings to sell the spending 
plan. 
 
The budget also includes 
money to start the creation 
of 30 thousand new housing 
units in the city, calling on 
people, “to hold me to it.” 
Parker called on the city to 
figure out a way to allow 
retired city workers to re-
turn to the job while also 
collecting their pension 
checks. 
 
She believes retirees will 
come back if given the op-
portunity. 
 
Parker talked about a 
“return to office” for all city 
employees and said child-
care and eldercare will be 
part of the way the city 
cushions the blow of asking 
workers to come back. “My 
administration will treat you 
with respect,” Parker said. 
 
 

Philadelphia Mayor Cherelle Parker delivered her first budget address to council at City Hall on March 

14, 2024. (Kimberly Paynter/WHYY)  

Philadelphia Police Commissioner Kevin Bethel applauded Mayor 

Cherelle Parker’s budget address to council on March 14, 2024. 

(Kimberly Paynter/WHYY)  



For decades, Germantown 
was not the kind of place 
developers held ribbon-
cutting ceremonies. But 
that’s changing. 
 
By Aaron Moselle, WHYY 
 
 
On a brisk December morn-
ing, Philip Balderston wore 
a black overcoat and a wide 
smile as he stood inside an 
unfinished commercial 
space in Germantown. 
Balderston, founder and 
CEO of Odin Properties, 
came to the neighborhood 
to cut the ribbon on a pair of 
modern apartment build-
ings on Germantown Ave-
nue. They have high ceil-
ings, granite countertops, 
and stainless steel applianc-
es. One of the properties has 
a rooftop lounge. 
“It’s a great neighborhood 
for us because of its history, 
because of its people, be-
cause of its thriving small 
business, and of course be-
cause of the location. We’re 
just a stone’s throw from 
Center City,” Balderston 
told the bundled group be-
fore him. 
 
He said residential density is 
key to driving positive 
change in Germantown. 
“The more apartments you 
have in Germantown, espe-
cially kind of high quality 
and affordable, the more 
retail activity you’re gonna 
have on Germantown Ave-
nue. That’s going to in-
crease opportunities for 
small business and that’s 
going to kind of enrich the 
community,” said Balder-
son. 
 
The weekday ceremony was 
brief but significant. 
For decades, few private 
developers wanted to invest 
in Germantown — a pre-

dominantly Black, family-
friendly community with a 
high poverty rate and its fair 
share of blight. Until recent-
ly, a single company was 
behind most of the major 
developments in the neigh-
borhood. 
 
That’s no longer the case. 
Over the last few years, Ger-
mantown has experienced a 
wave of residential con-
struction that’s seen at least 
a dozen developers enter the 
market, a multimillion-
dollar shift that’s become a 
hot topic of conversation 
among residents. While 
some think the influx has 
the potential to improve 
Germantown, others find the 
rate of new development 
alarming and fear swift gen-
trification is well on its way. 
Cautious optimism 
Odin’s new apartment build-
ings sit near the commercial 
heart of Germantown, about 
a 20-minute drive from City 
Hall. Each building has 47 
units. Most are one- and two
-bedrooms with monthly 
rents Balderston calls “value
-oriented” — attainable for 
residents earning 80% of the 
area median income. In 
2022, that translated to 
$75,900 for a family of 
three. 
 
One-bedroom apartments 
range between $1,300 and 
$1,400 a month, while ten-
ants are paying $1,600 to 
$1,900 for a two-bedroom 
place, depending on the size. 
Vernon Lofts is an adaptive 
reuse project that fills the 
former C.A. Rowell Depart-
ment Store, the country’s 
first Black-owned depart-
ment store. Kenyon Lofts is 
a brand new development 
built on top of an old park-
ing lot. 
 
For Larry and Stacey Henry, 
Kenyon Lofts was a perfect 
fit. 
 
For nearly 20 years, the cou-
ple lived in a three-bedroom 
house in nearby Rox-
borough. They loved their 
time there, but were ready to 
downsize once they became 

empty nesters. 
“Our age had a big thing to 
do with it. Got tired of cut-
ting grass and things like 
that. So we just wanted to 
try to move where we didn’t 
have to keep up with the up-
keep of the property and 
could just try to enjoy the 
last few years of our golden 
years,” said Larry Henry, 
62. 
 
“It was time for a new chap-
ter,” added Stacey Henry. 
The couple also has ties to 
Germantown. Stacey is a 
longtime member of a 
church in the neighborhood. 
Larry grew up close by, 
making the move a “full cir-
cle” moment for him. 
And while the neighborhood 
of 47,000-plus is changing, 
Larry said he doesn’t find 
the development 
“overwhelming” the way it 
did in Roxborough, which 
also has seen a surge in de-
velopment. 
Most of the projects built or 
planned for Germantown are 
by-right apartment buildings 
offering studios, one-
bedrooms and two-
bedrooms, meaning they 
don’t require any zoning 
approvals for construction to 
start. Since 2019, at least 
400 units have come online, 
according to commercial 
real estate giant CoStar. 
That total is expected to 
more than double in 2025. 
The majority of the new de-
velopments are ground-up 
construction, but the list 
does include some renova-
tions of existing properties, 
including Vernon Lofts. De-
velopers are al-
so transforming German-
town High School into a 240
-unit apartment building 
with ground floor commer-
cial space. The vacant prop-
erty is one of 
three neighborhood land-
marks residents have des-
perately wanted developers 
to revive. 
 
“It just makes us look 
blighted and failed,” said 
community activist Yvonne 
Haskins in May. 
 

The developments are large-
ly clustered around German-
town Avenue or located in 
West Germantown, where 
there is generally more 
wealth and less crime com-
pared to other parts of the 
neighborhood. 
 
Most of the projects are go-
ing up on what was un-
derutilized or vacant land. 
Ken Weinstein, who leads 
Philly Office Retail, largely 
welcomes the company after 
years of being one of the 
only private developers in-
vesting in the neighborhood. 
Most recently, his compa-
ny bought an old factory 
building as part of a $56 
million revitalization plan 
launched more than a dec-
ade ago to breathe new life 
into the blocks in and 
around SEPTA’s Wayne 
Junction Station. 
 
“We’re seeing property val-
ues increase slowly. We’re 
seeing rents increase slowly. 
And that is resulting in less 
blight in Germantown, 
which is what we’re after,” 
said Weinstein, who started 
investing in the neighbor-
hood nearly 40 years ago. 
 
He’s cautiously optimistic 
that Germantown can avoid 
the kind of rapid gentrifica-
tion other neighborhoods 
like Northern Liberties 
and University City have 
experienced. 
 
“It sounds kind of weird for 
a developer to say that, but I 
am not in favor of fast ex-
plosive growth because 
that’s what results in dis-
placement,” said Weinstein. 
“We’re looking for contin-
ued slow steady growth and 
I believe that’s possible here 
in Germantown.” 
 
Cause for concern 
Between 2012 and 2022, the 
median sale price for a 
home in Germantown 
jumped 142% to $184,000, 
in part because people were 
seeking larger homes with 
work space during the pan-
demic. 
 

And while today there are 
some outliers, many of the 
homes currently listed for 
sale in Germantown are still 
priced below the city medi-
an of $235,000. At the same 
time, census data shows the 
neighborhood’s racial de-
mographics have remained 
largely unchanged despite a 
rise in population between 
2015 and 2022. Black resi-
dents still make up more 
than 70% of Germantown’s 
population. 
 
“What we’re seeing in Ger-
mantown is that there’s rein-
vestment in the housing 
stock and some stabilizing 
home values, but without a 
major shift in the types of 
people who are able to ac-
cess the neighborhood,” said 
Emily Dowdall, president of 
policy solutions at the Rein-
vestment Fund. 
Neighbors like Rosalind 
McKelvey still see cause for 
concern. The multifamily 
buildings she sees popping 
up around the neighborhood 
are a big reason why. To 
her, they signal a troubling 
shift away from the core of 
Germantown’s population: 
families. 
McKelvey, who has lived in 
Germantown for 40 years, 
said adding smaller apart-
ments won’t spur the kind of 
neighborhood improvement 
longtime residents want to 
see. It also bothers her that 
existing homeowners aren’t 
getting the help they need 
to fix up and maintain their 
properties, at the same time 
private developers are put-
ting up brand new apartment 
buildings seemingly geared 
towards students and young 
professionals. 
“It doesn’t encourage 
growth. It doesn’t encourage 
unity,” said McKelvey. 
Douglas Rucker, executive 
director of the Chew and 
Chelten CDC, agreed. In an 
effort to keep homeowners 
in the neighborhood, he’s 
taking pains to encourage 
neighbors in his section not 
to sell, especially when they 
receive offers, something he 
said is happening a lot more 
these days. 

Germantown Hall in Philadelphia. 
(Kimberly Paynter/WHYY)  
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“To avoid some of the dis-
placement and whatever 
else comes with gentrifica-
tion, it calls for community 
involvement. If you sit there 
dormant, they’ll walk right 
over you, and then who’s to 
blame?” said Rucker. “We 
have to put some type of 
limit to it where we too can 
coexist in our own commu-
nity.” 
 
That spirit of preservation is 
part of what drove a suc-
cessful campaign to create a 
new historic district. 
Awarded in February, the 
designation protects from 
demolition dozens of prop-
erties spanning more than 
250 years of Germantown 
history — from its colonial 
roots through its days as an 
industrial epicenter.  
 
The Philadelphia Historical 
Commission will also have 
to review the designs for 
any new developments pro-
posed for the district, a par-

tial check on the rise of resi-
dential projects. 
“That’s how most places get 
protected is when they be-
come threatened,” said his-
toric preservationist Oscar 
Beisert, who wrote the nom-
ination for the district. 
 
Back in business 
If there’s a potential silver 
lining for concerned resi-
dents, it’s that the increased 
development activity could 
help improve the neighbor-
hood’s struggling commer-
cial corridors — by deliver-
ing more disposable income 
and foot traffic. 
 
During the early part of the 
20th century, Germantown’s 
central business district was 
the second-largest shopping 
district in Philadelphia out-
side of Center City. But by 
the 1970s, the district was a 
shell of its former self as 
Germantown lost population 
to the suburbs. Malls soon 
made matters worse. 

As of last summer, the dis-
trict’s vacancy rate sat at 
18%, according to data pro-
vided to the city’s Com-
merce Department. That 
translates to 50 out of 282 
storefronts. A 5% vacancy 
rate is generally considered 
to be “healthy” for a busy 
retail corridor. 
 
Emaleigh Doley, executive 
director of Germantown 
United CDC, said an influx 
of residential development, 
particularly around the busi-
ness district, could poten-
tially change those fortunes 
if the additional density mo-
tivates new businesses to 
open up shop. 
 
The district, for example, 
has a dearth of sit-down res-
taurants, particularly ones 
serving dinner. 
 
“We have a lot of financial 
loss where people living in 
Germantown are spending 
all or the majority of their 

money outside of the neigh-
borhood. So we can poten-
tially see a better and 
healthier, more local econo-
my with growth in the busi-
ness corridor,” said Doley, 
who has called Germantown 
home for much of her life. 
 
That reality is a big reason 
why longtime resident Villia 
Abdul-Lateef is thrilled that 
Weavers Way Co-op is 
opening one of its markets 
on Chelten Avenue. Abdul-
Lateef, an education spe-
cialist in Delaware County, 
typically drives  
to Chinatown or 
the Reading Terminal on 
her way home from work to 
get groceries. While she’s 
down there, she sometimes 
hits retail shops in Center 
City before returning to 
Germantown. 
 
“And I just keep saying, ‘I 
just want to do this in my 
own community,’” said Ab-
dul-Lateef. 

 
When she looks at all the 
new apartment buildings in 
her neighborhood, she sees 
the potential for positive 
change — even as she con-
tinues to get offers for her 
home, even after she 
watched three neighbors on 
her block move out because 
their landlord raised the 
rent beyond what they could 
afford. 
 
And she thinks the neigh-
borhood has room to grow, 
especially when it comes to 
its commercial corridors. 
“I’m trying to just hopefully 
see where this goes. I would 
love to see this keep going 
forward,” said Abdul-
Lateef. “I’m hoping not at 
the expense of people leav-
ing.” 

 

By EJ Holt, Editor  
 
I got a chance to catch up 
with Imhotep Track team 
head coach Anthony Bish-
op. He has taken the Imho-
tep track team to a different 
level this season and people 
are seeing the difference. 
This season the team has 
placed 2nd in the Philadel-
phia Public Leagues, 2nd in 
the State and 4th at Nation-
als. Add in a run that broke 
a thirty eight year old record 
and you can see why people 
are getting excited about 
track this spring. I sat down 

with Coach Bishop to see 
how he's gotten so much 
improvement in such a little 
amount of time: 
Back in January Imhotep's 
own Jayden Horton Mims 
broke a 38 year old record 
for the Men's 300m dash 
with a ridiculous time of 
32.92. Horton-Mims has 
always had the speed, but he 
just needed to put it togeth-
er. Here's what Coach Bish-
op had to say: 
 
"Jayden had his troubles last 
year to where he couldn't 
compete. But we had our 

conversations and came in 
this year with a different 
mindset. He told me This is 
my year. His first run was a 
sub 49 400m (which is al-
ready super fast to us regu-
lar people) and the times 
only got lower from there" 
 
What is the difference from 
last year to this year? 
 
"It's been more growth. I 
have more time. Now I'm 
available to work with the 
kids 6 days a week. We 
been able to take 7 athletes 
to States this year, last year 
it was 4. The parents are 
more involved. Last year at 
our meet the coaches event 
we had like 3 parents, this 
year we had 30. The kids 
are more comfortable, more 
locked in, more hungry. 
They're used to win-
ning now." 
 
What did you learn about 
your kids that you didn't 
know before? 
 

"I learned that each one has 
their own issues, like life 
issues. As a Coach you real-
ly have to wear different 
hats, sometimes you have to 
be the Father figure, the Un-
cle, the big brother etc. You 
have to meet the kid where 
they're at, if I got a guy that 
I know is energetic, and one 
day he's not, I'll talk with 
him and see what's going 
on. And the kids open up to 
you, I try and make myself a 
safe space for them. At the 
same time you can't be their 
friend, they cannot look at 
you as an equal. You have 
to be that authority figure 
where you're making sure 
they watch their language, 
making sure they stay off 
their phone. I have penalties 
for being on your phone 
during practice. If you see 
something in your phone 
you don't like that may ruin 
your focus for what you're 
doing right now. Also how 
much heart these kids have. 
I had a kid at a meet who 
sprained his foot, but he still 

wanted to compete, so I had 
him call his mom and set up 
an appointment to get 
looked at, but he still ran 
because he didn't want to let 
his team down. 
 
So what's next for the team? 
 
"We got a little time off for 
Spring Break, then we got a 
meet in Oregon in April and 
then the Penn Relays." 
 
Make sure  you are keeping 
up with Coach Bishop and 
what he's got going on over 
at Imhotep. Not only is he 
helping the track team, he's 
helping the kids as individu-
als and young adults too. 
You heard it here first, it's 
something special going on 
this year! 
 

JAYDEN HORTON-MIMS RUN 46.85 TO WIN THE NIKE INDOOR HIGH SCHOOL NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS AND JOINS SAMIR 
VAREEN, NASIR GORDON, AND CHASE TEMPLE TO WIN THE 4X400 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP. 











 


