


On January 6, 2020, I was 
sworn into the Philadelphia 
Sheriff’s Office promising 
change to the residents of 
Philadelphia. A change in 
leadership, executive and 
administrative management, 
and operational function. 
Though reporters and the 
editorial staff from The Phil-
adelphia Inquirer, The Phila-
delphia Daily News (owned 
and operated by the Phila-
delphia Media Network) and 
a few other Philadelphia me-
dia sources have attempted 
to tarnish the Sheriff’s Of-
fice’s and my reputation, we 
are still prevailing and 
building an Office, through 
a series of effective and effi-
cient improvements, that the 
residents of Philadelphia can 
be proud of and confident 
in. 
 
To begin, when I first en-
tered the Office in 2020, my 
goal was, and still is, trans-
parency and rebuilding trust 
between the Sheriff’s Office 
and the community. To ac-
complish these goals, I first 
conducted a thorough as-
sessment of the previous and 
current state of the Sheriff’s 
Office. Second, I began to 
develop a culture within the 
Office to go above and be-
yond when meeting the 
needs of this City and Coun-
ty. I believe that a leader is 
effective when they first be-
come knowledgeable of the 
people they are charged with 
leading and the systems that 
are in place, before estab-
lishing changes. 
 
After assessment, I began to 
put people, policies, and 
procedures in place to make 
the necessary changes to 
better the Office. Below is a 
brief outline of the many 
accomplishments the Sher-
iff’s Office has achieved, 
and we do not plan to stop 

here: 
 
Creation of an Undersheriff 
Unit  
Before my administration, 
there was only one attorney 
at the Sheriff’s Office, the 
Undersheriff. After examin-
ing the significant function, 
the Office has as the arm of 
the court, I recognized the 
need to have a legal team 
who can dissect issues and 
make sure the Office is com-
pliant with its many statuto-
rily driven responsibilities. 
Now, under the leadership 
of my Undersheriff, Tariq 
K. El-Shabazz, Esq., I have 
employed two additional 
attorneys, Shyann Gales-
Poland, Esq. and LaVanda 
K. Harris, Esq., to handle 
matters concerning real es-
tate, contracts, right to know 
requests, onboarding of new 
contractors, complex ac-
counting matters, communi-
cations with the City Law 
Department and other legal 
matters that arise across 
Units within the Sheriff’s 
Office. 
 
Improvements in the Real 
Estate Process 
The Real Estate Division, 
responsible for conducting 
Sheriff’s Sales of real prop-
erty, is one of the largest 
Units within the Sheriff’s 
Office. Some of the chal-
lenges this Unit faced before 
my administration were mis-
management of funds, insuf-
ficient policies, bidder in-
timidation, unequal bidder 
opportunity, lack of compet-
itive bidding, etc. Under-
standing how impactful this 
Unit is, I wanted to ensure a 
level of transparency that 
was not upheld in previous 
administrations. Now, the 
Sheriff’s Sale process is 
conducted completely online 
through Bid4Assets, which 
alleviates the challenges 
listed above. This system 
allows us to take full control 
of the Sheriff’s Sale process 
and create a competitive 
bidding experience that re-
sults in homeowners receiv-
ing more excess proceeds 
than ever before. 
 
To illustrate, the total 
amount of excess proceeds 

returned to homeowners 
during the 2015-2019 ad-
ministration was 
$3,715,815.66. The total 
amount of excess proceeds 
during my administration in 
a brief period of three years 
(2020-2023), has more than 
doubled to $8,312,647.28. 1 
Further, the online sale pro-
cess allows our Office to 
stay or postpone a property, 
before, during, or after a 
sale, with no risks to the 
overall sale process. We 
have also made tremendous 
changes regarding advertis-
ing by reducing the cost per 
case by 70%. 
 
Lastly, our Office has taken 
on the escheatment process 
for unclaimed excess pro-
ceeds. Under a Memoran-
dum of Understanding be-
tween the City and the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania 
(that expired in 2016), the 
City Law Department and 
Finance were primarily re-
sponsible for the escheat-
ment of unclaimed funds for 
our Office. The MOU was a 
result of previous admin-
istrations not following the 
Commonwealth’s statutory 
guidelines for the escheat-
ment of unclaimed funds. To 
date, we have taken back 
control and timely conduct-
ed the escheatment process, 
in-house, for 2023 and 2024. 
 
Establishing Effective Ac-
counting Principals 
 
I took Office recognizing 
that there were discrepancies 
in the management of funds. 
With an eye toward trans-
parency, I immediately met 
with the Accounting Unit to 
(1) research the source of all 
the funds, (2)  
delegate the funds to proper-
ly labeled accounts, and (3) 
ensure that the accounting 
practices the Office now us-
es conforms to City Finance 
requirements.  
 
Advancements in the War-
rant Unit &amp; Civil En-
forcement Division 
The Sheriff’s Office under-
stands the issues surround-
ing crime in Philadelphia 
and is adamant about being 
an active participant in mak-

ing Philadelphia safer. Cur-
rently, we have members of 
our Warrant Unit who par-
ticipate in task forces across 
all law enforcement agen-
cies (Philadelphia Police 
Department (“PPD”), Feder-
al Bureau of Investigations, 
Attorney General, Bureau 
for Narcotics and Investiga-
tions (BNI), etc.). 
 
Further, in January 2024, we 
introduced the Fugitive 
Warrant Unit Priority List 
on our website, phillysher-
iff.com, to provide infor-
mation to the public about 
individuals who are actively 
on our High-Priority List. 
This online resource is user-
friendly and allows mem-
bers of the community to 
submit anonymous tips for 
wanted individuals in Phila-
delphia. Though we work 
closely with the District At-
torney’s Office to apprehend 
these individuals, we recog-
nize the need for public as-
sistance. 
 
Lastly, our Civil Enforce-
ment Division is no stranger 
to going above and beyond. 
For example, when the 
Covid-19 pandemic hit and 
an increase in domestic vio-
lence occurred, the Civil Di-
vision stepped in to assist 
PPD with serving Protection 
from Abuse Orders 
(“PFAs”). Though this was a 
temporary emergency re-
sponse to the influx in PFAs 
cases, the assistance became 
permanent due to the posi-
tive outcome. As a result, 
we have an ongoing rela-
tionship with PPD, Women 
Against Abuse, Pennsylva-
nia Courts, and other stake-
holders to serve PFAs and 
effectively comply with Act 
79 requirements. Another 
example is the Civil En-
forcement Unit’s ability to 
conduct evictions without 
incident. Considering the 
landlord-tenant incidents 
that led to serious bodily 
harm, our Office (including 
the Captain and Lieutenant 
of Civil Enforcement) advo-
cated with local and State 
Representatives to show our 
Office’s willingness to take 
on more cases. Ultimately 
this would better ensure the 

safety of all stakeholders 
who are involved in the 
eviction process. 
1 This figure resulted from 
only two sales per month 
because of the effective and 
transparent process under 
Bid4Assets. 
 
Organization of the Armory 
On my first day in the Of-
fice, I was horrified by the 
state of the armory. Firearms 
were stored in trash cans, in 
the corner, improperly 
tagged and there were no 
security measures or ways 
of ensuring chain of custo-
dy. In September of 2023, 
my Office held a press con-
ference and provided a thor-
ough explanation (with Ex-
hibits) of my findings and 
the measures I took to cor-
rect them. (Full explanations 
can be found here: Philadel-
phia Sheriff’s Office Holds 
Press Conference Refuting 
Inaccurate City Controller’s 
Report Released on Septem-
ber 20, 2023 – Philadelphia 
Sheriff&#39 Office 
(phillysheriff.com)). Our 
Office is currently taking the 
same measures demonstrat-
ed in our press conference to 
ensure the armory remains 
organized and secure. 
 
Innovations in Technology 
Because of all the operation-
al functions of the Office, I 
knew that technology would 
be instrumental in the work-
flow. Therefore, I developed 
an IT team that could: (1) 
implement and support new 
technology, (2) build custom 
reports, and (3) foster rela-
tionships with other techno-
logical partners to stream-
line these processes. One of 
the Office’s biggest projects 
is implementing the custom-
ized Tyler Technologies 
Civil Serve system. This 
system will allow us to be 
more efficient in the real 
estate/sheriff sale and civil 
process, warrant service, and 
communications across 
Units and municipal part-
ners. 
 
Community Events and 
Community Outreach 
The Office has made signifi-
cant improvements in com-
munity engagement. Along 



with our partners, we have 
hosted over one hundred 
events a year, providing 
food to more than 30,000 
families. We’ve created a 
Constituent Services Unit 
that allows a streamlined 
system for routing and prior-
itizing incoming inquiries 
resulting in a 40 -50 % in-
crease in response time. The 
Unit remains successful in 
providing information about 
federal, state, and local re-
sources to help individuals 
save their homes before 
evictions or foreclosures. In 

addition to providing those 
resources, the Unit also pro-
vides helpful information 
(mental health, drug addic-
tion, and home placements) 
to assist those individuals 
when unfortunate circum-
stances occur. 
 
The Philadelphia Sheriff’s 
Office announced the Au-
tism Decal Initiative in April 
2023 to alert emergency re-
sponders about a person 
who has autism. The decals 
are handed out at no cost in 
the community and can be 

placed on the rear window 
of a vehicle or the front door 
of a home. In March 2024, 
we launched a podcast 
called, the Sheriff’s Perspec-
tive, which airs on WURD 
radio every third Saturday of 
the month. The purpose of 
the podcast is to keep the 
community informed about 
Sheriff’s Office events and 
educate them on the Sher-
iff’s Office’s primary func-
tions and the effect it has on 
the community. The first 
episode is available to re-
play on our YouTube page. 

 
The Next Four Years 
Over the next four years, our 
Office will continue to oper-
ate by the following mis-
sion: The Sheriff’s Office is 
committed to service, proce-
dural justice, and the sancti-
ty of human life. Our duties 
encompass protecting the 
lives, property, and rights of 
all people within a frame-
work of service, uncompro-
mising integrity, fiscal re-
sponsibility, professional-
ism, vigilance, and bias-free 
conduct. We accomplish this 

by working as a team, put-
ting our egos and territorial 
pride aside for the better-
ment of this mission. 
 
I will continue to hold integ-
rity and trust high amongst 
my administration with an 
eye towards being a progres-
sive, community-oriented, 
and shining example of what 
a Sheriff should be.  
Rochelle Bilal, the Sheriff of 
the City and County of Phil-
adelphia. 

BY SOPHIA SCHMIDT 
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Most Philly residents will 
experience close to a $5 
monthly bump on their wa-
ter bill this fall. 
The charge, proposed by the 
Water Department this 
month, would cover the 
costs of a projected expan-
sion of an under-enrolled 
Tiered Assistance Program 
that supports customers 
struggling to pay their bills. 
 
“The number of people en-
rolled in [the Tiered Assis-
tance Program] is finally 
getting up to where it was 
meant to be,” said Water 
Department spokesperson 
Brian Rademaekers. “But 
that sort of comes with a 
cost.” 
The expansion and associat-
ed costs are a result of the 
Water Department switch-
ing to an auto-enrollment 
system earlier this year, 
which the utility estimates 
could lower monthly bills 
for tens of thousands of cus-
tomers. 
 
Expanding an under-
enrolled discount program 
From September to Decem-
ber, on average, around 
21,000 Philadelphians par-
ticipated in TAP each 
month, far fewer than the 
roughly 60,000 the Water 
Department once estimat-
ed were eligible. 
The Tiered Assistance Pro-
gram caps monthly water 
bills at 2% to 4% of a 
household’s income. 
Families earning up to 

150% of the federal poverty 
level — for example, 
$46,800 for a family of four 
or $22,590 for an individu-
al— as well as people who 
usually make more but are 
facing a special hardship 
such as a health emergency, 
childbirth, or domestic vio-
lence are eligible. 
 
After TAP launched in 
2017, a burdensome appli-
cation process — requiring 
residency and income docu-
mentation and, at one point, 
yearly re-enrollment — kept 
total participation relatively 
static. 
PWD says current bill rates 
reflect an average of 17,000 
enrollees each month, but 
participation has often been 
lower, at just over 14,700 
enrollees at the end of 
2022. That year, more than 
9,000 customers defaulted 
out of the program, many 
because they did not re-
spond to the recertification 
request in a timely manner. 
Close to 7,000 applications 
for the program that year 
were denied — often be-
cause people failed to sub-
mit valid income or residen-
cy documentation. 
The low participation rate 
meant many people who 
qualified for the program 
instead paid standard bills 
— which include a sur-
charge covering the pro-
gram’s cost. 
“You end up with this situa-
tion where you have poor 
folks subsidizing other poor 
folks,” said Manny P. Teo-
doro, a professor of public 
affairs at the University of 

Wisconsin-Madison who 
studies utility management 
and affordability, and con-
sults with governments on 
policy issues. “Through the 
first five years of the pro-
gram, far more low-income 
families were not enrolled 
than were enrolled, which 
means that the program ac-
cidentally made life worse 
— made water and sewer 
less affordable — for far 
more low-income people 
than it helped.” 
 
PWD was aware of the pro-
gram’s hurdles. The utili-
ty simplified the documen-
tation requirements and 
lengthened the time partici-
pants can stay in the pro-
gram before they need to 
prove they’re still eligible. 
“When you’re struggling to 
pay bills, it’s really hard to 
get all your paperwork to-
gether, fill out forms,” 
Rademaekers said. “You’re 
already stretched thin, so 
asking you to go through 
these extra hoops is a lot 
when you’re stressed out.” 
The biggest change came 
this February, when PWD 
switched to an autoenroll-
ment system. The Water 
Revenue Bureau now uses 
data from state and federal 
assistance programs to 
check customers’ eligibility 
and automatically enroll 
those who qualify. 
Within a month, enrollment 
went up by over 25,000 cus-
tomers. PWD expects aver-
age monthly TAP enroll-
ment to reach close to 
56,000 customers by Sep-
tember. 

 
 
Teodoro said this new pro-
cess is the “gold standard” 
for reducing the administra-
tive burden of participating 
in assistance programs. 
“What you’re really trying 
to do …  is reduce the num-
ber of forms and office vis-
its and processes that people 
have to go through to get 
their benefits,” he said. “So 
the auto enrollment is a real-
ly good thing.” 
Programs like TAP that help 
Philadelphians afford their 
utility bills are good for 
community stability, Rade-
maekers said. 
“You don’t want people on 
your block being shut off 
from water, getting a lien on 
their house, having collec-
tion agencies coming after 
them because they can’t pay 
for water,” Rademaekers 
said. “It’s really about cohe-
sion in the neighborhood, 
making sure that our com-
munities are strong and safe. 
And in order to do that, you 
have to take care of people 
who are struggling and 
make sure they have clean 
water.” 
$4.43 more on the typical 
monthly bill 
PWD argues it needs to 
charge non-TAP customers 
more to cover what the utili-
ty projects will be a steep 
increase in automatic TAP 
participation. 
“We’re trying to help as 
many people as we can 
while keeping water afford-
able for everyone else,” 
Rademaekers said. 
Starting September 1, the 

utility proposes raising the 
bill charge that subsidizes 
the TAP program discounts 
— known as the TAP-R 
surcharge. The typical non-
TAP residential bill would 
rise $4.43 a month, or close 
to 6%. The typical bill for a 
customer receiving the sen-
ior citizen discount would 
rise by $2.21, or close to 
5%. 
This increased charge would 
not affect customers en-
rolled in TAP, since their 
bills are determined as a 
percent of their income. But 
the increase could affect 
low-income customers who 
pay for utilities through 
their rent, Teodoro said. 
“That is a non-trivial rate 
increase for people who 
aren’t enrolled,” he said. 
The TAP-R surcharge in-
crease would be in addition 
to the base rate increase that 
the Water, Sewer and Storm 
Water Rate Board already 
approved to begin Septem-
ber 1. Together, the base 
rate and TAP-R surcharge 
increases would raise the 
typical residential bill by 
more than $10. Base 
rates also rose this past Sep-
tember by close to 8% for 
the typical residential cus-
tomer. 
Customers can comment on 
the proposed surcharge in-
crease at a public hearing on 
May 10 at 10 a.m., before 
the Water, Sewer & Storm 
Water Rate Board. They can 
also submit written com-
ments by email or mail. 
 

https://www.phila.gov/media/20240401131232/2024-TAP-R-formal-notice-final.pdf
https://www.phila.gov/media/20240401131232/2024-TAP-R-formal-notice-final.pdf
https://www.phila.gov/media/20240401131232/2024-TAP-R-formal-notice-final.pdf
https://www.phila.gov/media/20210225191438/PA-III-23-Presentations.pdf
https://www.phila.gov/media/20210225191438/PA-III-23-Presentations.pdf
https://www.phila.gov/media/20210225191438/PA-III-23-Presentations.pdf
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WASHINGTON — Mili-
tary and humanitarian aid 
could be on its way to 
Ukraine, Israel and Taiwan 
within weeks after the U.S. 
House took a series of over-
whelmingly bipartisan votes 
Saturday to approve $95 
billion in emergency assis-
tance — and the Senate ap-
peared poised to agree. 

The approval in a rare 
weekend session ended 
months of deadlock. House 
GOP leaders struggled with 
whether they should block 
or provide aid amid ongoing 
wars in Israel and Ukraine 
as well as mounting con-
cerns about China’s ap-
proach to Taiwan. 

The decision to debate aid 
to Ukraine, and pass the bill 
with a majority of the yes 
votes coming from Demo-
crats, presents a risk to 
Speaker Mike Johnson’s 
leadership role in the party, 
amid rising anger from far-
right party members. 

The three bills — as well as 
a measure to ban the popu-
lar app TikTok unless Chi-

nese owner ByteDance sells 
it — now go to the Senate 
as one package, where lead-
ers hope to vote on the leg-
islation as soon as Tuesday. 

President Joe Biden, 
who sent a supplemental 
spending request to Con-
gress asking for the aid six 
months ago, is expected to 
sign the bill once it reaches 
his desk. 

• House lawmakers sup-
ported $60.84 billion in 
additional assistance for 
Ukraine on a 311-112 
vote, while cheering and 
waving small Ukrainian 
flags on the floor. One 
lawmaker voted 
“present.” 

• Members voted 366-58 
to approve the $26.38 
billion Israel and hu-
manitarian assistance 
bill. 

• The $8.12 billion fund-
ing bill for the Indo-
Pacific received backing 
on a 385-34 vote. One 
lawmaker voted 
“present.” 

• The 21st Century Peace 
Through Strength Act 
that includes the TikTok 
bill passed following a 
360-58 vote. 
The three emergency 

spending bills will pro-
vide significant boosts 
in funding for the U.S. 
departments of Defense, 
Energy and State, which 
will use that money to 
help Ukraine, Israel and 
Taiwan as well as other 
allies. 

Pennsylvania U.S. Reps. 
Summer Lee (D-12th Dis-
trict) and Scott Perry (R-
1oth District), who are oth-
erwise diametrically op-
posed on most issues, 
both voted against the Israel 
aid package. Perry and Rep. 
John Joyce (R-13th District) 
both voted against 
the Ukraine aid package; 
Rep. Dan Meuser (R-9th 
District) voted “present” on 
the Ukraine package. 

Ronald Reagan cited repeat-
edly 

Far-right Republicans railed 
against the bills, and the de-
cision by Johnson, a Louisi-
ana Republican, to hold a 
floor vote, while their col-
leagues in both parties said 
the funding would help pro-
tect democracies around the 
world, aid refugees fleeing 
war and bolster America’s 
defense industrial base. 

GOP lawmakers repeatedly 
referenced former President 
Ronald Reagan’s “peace 
through strength” foreign 
policy strategy, choosing 
the party’s long-held stand-
ard-bearer over the isola-
tionism championed by oth-
er leaders. 

House Appropriations 
Chairman Tom Cole, an Ok-
lahoma Republican, said the 
last few years have 
“produced echoes of a dark 
time in world history” that 
began nearly a century ago. 

“In the 1930s, evil regimes 
bent on aggression, domina-
tion and even genocide took 
their first steps down a dark 
road that would eventually 
lead to world war,” Cole 
said. “Tragically, the demo-
cratic West turned inward 
then; standing idly by while 
fascist regimes began to 
take aggressive actions 
against their weaker neigh-
bors.” 

“There was time then to put 
a stop to aggression,” Cole 
added. “If only we had had 
the fortitude and the where-
withal to stand firmly on the 
side of freedom.” 

Actions today by China 
with respect to Taiwan, 
Iran’s aggression toward 
Israel and Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine stand as a mod-
ern threat to democracy, 
leaving a choice for the 
United States and other de-
mocracies, Cole said. 

“Peace through strength 
cannot be delivered through 
appeasement,” Cole said. 
“We cannot wish our way to 
national security and we 
cannot thrust our heads into 
the sand while aggressive 
nations threaten their neigh-
bors.” 

U.S. defense of democracy 

Connecticut Rep. Rosa De-
Lauro, the top Democrat on 
the House Appropriations 
Committee, said the emer-

gency spending bills provid-
ed an opportunity for Con-
gress to signal to the world 
that the United States de-
fends democracies. 

“We have a moment today 
to say ‘No’ to tyranny,” De-
Lauro said. “We have a mo-
ment to take back the moral 
high ground for the United 
States and say, ‘We do not 
walk away from an ally. We 
do not walk away from free-
dom. We do not walk away 
from human rights. We do 
not walk away from democ-
racy.’ That is not the United 
States of America.” 

Georgia Republican Rep. 
Marjorie Taylor Greene, 
who is leading an effort to 
remove Johnson as speaker 
through a motion to vacate 
that so far has attracted two 
more backers, argued during 
debate that Congress should 
enact new border security 
and immigration policy in-
stead of foreign aid. 

“The federal government 
continues to fund the mili-
tary industrial complex and 
this is a business model that 
requires Congress to contin-
ue to vote for money, to 
continue to fund foreign 
wars,” Greene said. 

“And this is a business 
model the American people 
do not support,” Greene 
added. “They don’t support 
a business model built on 
blood and murder and war 
in foreign countries, while 
this very government does 
nothing to secure our bor-
der.” 

How the Ukraine aid would 
be spent 

Nearly $48 billion of the 
$60.84 billion total for the 
Ukraine aid bill would go to 
the U.S. Defense Depart-
ment to provide weapons 
and supplies for Ukraine’s 
military, to replenish stock-
piles of weapons and other 
equipment sent to Ukraine 
and to bolster U.S. Armed 
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Forces European Com-
mand’s operations. 

The U.S. State Department 
would receive nearly $9.5 
billion in forgivable eco-
nomic loans to dispense, 
$7.8 billion to send Ukraine 
defense equipment and $2 
billion for security assis-
tance. 

The U.S. Energy Depart-
ment would get $149 mil-
lion “to prepare for and re-
spond to potential nuclear 
and radiological incidents in 
Ukraine,” according to 
a summary of the bill. 

Florida Republican Rep. 
Mario Díaz-Balart, chair-
man of the State-Foreign 
Operations spending panel, 
said that lawmakers had the 
choice to “turn our heads 
away, and hope to appease 
this great evil, or we can 
stand with our allies and 
confront this nefarious 
scourge.” 

“History has taught us that 
appeasement does not work 
and it was attempted not 
that long ago,” Díaz-Balart 
said. 

The Ukraine bill, he said, 
“requires a clear strategy 
from the administration that 
defines and prioritizes U.S. 
national security interests” 
and categorized the eco-
nomic aid as a forgivable 
loan for the first time. 

Ohio Democratic Rep. Mar-
cy Kaptur, co-chair of the 
Ukraine Caucus, gave an 
impassioned speech advo-
cating the United States as a 
defender of democracy 
around the world, rejecting 
calls from some lawmakers 
to stop support for 
Ukraine’s defense against 
Russia’s invasion. 

“For those who may naively 
think America can sit on the 
sidelines and seek isolation, 
please know this old adage 
— If you take no interest in 
foreign affairs, foreign af-
fairs will find you,” Kaptur 
said. 

House Armed Services 
Chairman Mike Rogers, an 
Alabama Republican, urged 
support for aid to Ukraine, 

saying that “China, North 
Korea and Iran are eagerly 
aiding and abetting (Russian 
President Vladimir) Putin’s 
brutal invasion of Ukraine, 
because they know a Rus-
sian victory there will seri-
ously undercut American 
credibility and deterrence 
and leave our allies ex-
posed.” 

“I fear Putin will use victory 
in Ukraine as a springboard 
to invade Eastern Europe,” 
Rogers said. “We can’t let 
that happen.” 

House lawmakers voted 
overwhelmingly to reject 
amendments from Republi-
can Reps. Victoria Spartz of 
Indiana, Greene and Kat 
Cammack of Florida. 

Spartz’s proposal would 
have removed several sec-
tions from the bill. Greene’s 
would have zeroed out all 
the funding levels in the 
bill. And Cammack’s would 
have removed all non-
military funding in the bill, 
like economic aid. 
Funding for Israel 
The $26.38 billion Israel 
aid bill would direct $13 
billion of that to the U.S. 
Defense Department to pro-
vide that country with fund-
ing for the Iron Dome, Da-
vid’s Sling and Iron 
Beam defense systems.  
An additional $9.15 billion 
would go to the U.S. State 
Department for humanitari-
an assistance in Gaza and 
other “vulnerable popula-
tions” with an additional 
$3.6 billion for security as-
sistance to Israel, according 
to a summary. 
Florida Democratic Rep. 
Debbie Wasserman Schultz 
said she has visited Israel 
three times since the Oct. 7 
attack on Israel by Hamas, 
which killed more than 
1,200 people and took hun-
dreds hostage. Her visits 
bolstered her support for 
emergency spending for that 
country, she said. 
“It is incomprehensible that 
the Israeli hostages captured 
on Simchat Torah are still in 
Hamas captivity as we ap-
proach Passover,” she said. 
“I rise to finally provide 
long overdue aid to our ally 

Israel as she fights to defend 
herself against threats on 
multiple fronts.” 
Wisconsin Democratic Rep. 
Mark Pocan rebuked how 
Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu has con-
ducted the war in Gaza, say-
ing that widespread bomb-
ings are “a collective pun-
ishment of all Palestinians 
in Gaza.” 
Pocan said that Netanyahu’s 
decisions not to accept a 
two-state solution, his re-
fusal to listen to U.S. warn-
ings against invading Rafah 
and his decision to strike 
Iran after the White House 
urged against it, all mean 
that Netanyahu should no 
longer be trusted with offen-
sive weapons. 
“Enough is enough,” Pocan 
said. “I support the people 
of Israel, who don’t want 
bombs raining on them from 
extremists in Gaza, and the 
hostages must be released. I 
also support the Palestini-
ans, who deserve human 
rights and dignity.” 
The deaths of 35,000 people 
so far in Gaza, a figure pro-
vided by health authorities 
in Gaza, and the possibility 
that thousands more civil-
ians will die from starvation 
and disease is unacceptable, 
he said. 
“We are better than that, so 
is Israel. I’m not sure Net-
anyahu is,” Pocan said. 
“And that’s why I can’t vote 
to provide him with more 
unconditional offensive 
weapons today.” 
Indo-Pacific assistance 
The $8.12 billion bill for the 
Indo-Pacific would divvy up 
the funding to several enti-
ties, with $5.6 billion going 
to the U.S. Defense Depart-
ment for “integrated deter-
rence” and the submarine 
industrial base. 
The U.S. State Department 
would receive $2 billion in 
foreign military financing 
for allies in the region, ac-
cording to a summary. 
California Republican Rep. 
Young Kim spoke in sup-
port of providing additional 
support for Taiwan, saying 
that if Chinese leader Xi 
Jinping “is successful in his 
ambitions to take Taiwan, it 
will directly hurt our econo-
my, our national security 
and our leadership global-

ly.” 
“We need our allies and 
partners to trust us and our 
adversaries to respect us,” 
Kim said. “This is about 
freedom versus authoritari-
anism. This is about main-
taining a world order that is 
safe for future generations. 
History will judge this insti-
tution and our country based 
on how we vote today.” 
Virginia Democratic Rep. 
Don Beyer said the House 
was “finally doing the right 
thing” by approving the 
bills. 
“Today moral courage and 
sound strategic thinking fi-
nally defeat the partisan 
cynicism and the political 
calculation of a small mi-
nority of this body who 
have held our national inter-
est hostage,” Beyer said. 
TikTok divestment  
The 21st Century Peace 
through Strength Act, a 184-
page bill, bundles together 
numerous measures, includ-
ing language that would ban 
the social media app TikTok 
unless Chinese owner 
ByteDance sells it amid na-
tional security concerns 
about that government hav-
ing access to Americans’ 
data. 
Illinois Democratic Rep. 
Raja Krishnamoorthi, rank-
ing member on the Select 
Committee on the Chinese 
Communist Party, said dur-
ing debate that section of 
the bill wasn’t about elimi-
nating Americans’ access to 
TikTok, but forcing its par-
ent company to sell the site. 
“It’s not really about Tik-
Tok, it’s about ByteDance, 
the company that owns Tik-
Tok and is indisputably con-
trolled by the Chinese Com-
munist Party,” Krishna-
moorthi said, noting this bill 
extends the time for divest-
ment from six months to 
one year. 
House Foreign Affairs 
Chairman Michael McCaul, 
a Texas Republican, said 
forcing the sale of TikTok 
would protect American 
children “from the malign 
influence of the Chinese 
Communist Party.” 
“It is a modern day Trojan 
horse of the CCP, used to 
surveil and exploit Ameri-
ca’s personal information,” 
McCaul said. 
That bill also includes the 
Rebuilding Economic Pros-

perity and Opportunity for 
Ukrainians Act, or Repo 
Act, that would allow the 
United States “to confiscate 
Russian sovereign assets 
that have been frozen in the 
United States and transfer 
them to assist in Ukraine’s 
reconstruction efforts,” ac-

cording to a summary. 
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BY R.S. BROKER 

Gold has been in a rally its 
never seen before. Usually 
gold goes up when there is a 
stock market crash or a pan-
demic. Right now, there’s 
nothing really going on that 
would drive up the prices. 
So, why are gold prices go-
ing up? 

 

Ill first start by saying the 
best economic boom I ever 
saw was in 2010, when the 
USA started its 10 year 
market boom. The worst I 
ever saw in my lifetime is 
the Great Recession, but it 
wasn’t as bad as the great 
depression. After seeing all 
the damage Covid19 caused 
around the world, now cli-
mate changes worldwide, 
food shortages, and inflation 
– within these last 2 years- 
another catastrophe happen-
ing is imaginable. So there’s 
no surprise prices on any-
thing is  high.  

 

What’s been moving steady 
Its Gold and Silver since 
2020-2023. Quick history 
lesson- there are two metals 
that presidential candidate 
William Bryan wanted to 
back the US Dollar, and 
that’s Gold and Silver. And 
eventually the dollar was 
backed by gold until the 
1970’s, when President Nix-
on took it off the gold stand-
ard. That was when you 
could exchange your dollars 
for gold- mainly by central 
banks. And the USA held a 
whopping 70% of gold re-
serves. Nixon ended due to 
a gold run (almost like a 
bank run when a bank is 
insolvent) because of US 
deficits and US inflation on 
its currency. 

 

Does it sound like the USA 
(and its USD) is going 
through this event right 
now? Well in 2022 no. 
However, in 2024- absolute-
ly. Inflation is totally help-
ing with the prices going up 

for Gold. We are still the 
world reserve  currency, and 
the USD is about the same 
as the EUR and both are 
slightly less valuable than 
GBP. But what is making 
inflation go up so fast? Re-
member the Cares act back 
in March 2020 of $2.2 Tril-
lion, which was printed by 
the US Treasury? It started 
the  USD value declined 
versus all the currencies be-
cause we added $2.2T of 
USD in circulation, other 
countries been printing even 
more than USA which 
makes USD much stronger 
in 2022 than in 2020. In 
2024, USD has been a little 
struggle and this is why you 
see Gold and Bitcoin reach-
ing its high in 2024. Earth 
currency is more like block-
chain technology that fiat 
(paper money) because you 
cant make more gold , sil-
ver, copper etc. That ex-
plains why also people been 
buying gold anywhere its 
being sold, even in Costco. 
And like Rudolph the Red 

Nosed Reindeer said 

 

“Silver and gold, silver and 
gold 

Ev'ryone wishes for silver 
and gold 

How do you measure its 
worth? 

Just by the pleasure it gives 
here on earth” 

 

It’s the Earths currency, and 
you should be buying into. 
One Gold or Silver bullion 
or coin or bar (if you got 
money like that) would be a 
great gift that would last a 
lifetime. Or at least, it 
would hedge against infla-
tion. All that means is that 
Gold and Silver is to protect 
the decreased purchasing 
power of your money. So if 
another stimulus is passed 
( doubt it ) then prices will 
go up once more and so will 
the price of gold and silver. 
Basically, this will be the 

gift that keeps you afloat 
financially if hell breaks 
loose on Earth. 

 

You can go to YouTube and 
review videos (for example 
see TheGetMoneyShow on 
YouTube, where 
StreetMoney and RS Broker 
discuss the future of fiat, 
natural money or cryp-
tos).  And if you want to 
invest, please use link be-
low. Whether your 20 or 60, 
a new transfer of wealth is 
upon the horizon. This isn’t 
just the USA going through 
a change. The whole world 
is... It won’t be easy, but 
you never know until to try. 
Oh, and don’t forget to fol-
low me on IG or YouTube 
at @TheGetMoneyShow. 
Believe in yourself, believe 
in your dreams, and always 
remember money a’int just 
green.  Link to invest in 
cryptocurrency  coin-
base.com/join/saunde_qw3?
src=android-link 



By Maleka Fruean 
Germantown info Hub 
State Senator Art Hay-
wood and his team have 
made a commitment to 
East Germantown. Ac-
cording to U.S. Census 
Bureau data, as reported 
by the Philadelphia Inquir-
er, East Germantown was 
one of the few neighbor-
hoods in Philadelphia 
whose overall median in-
come dropped from 2008-
2012 to 2018-2022.  

The same data revealed 
that the median income in 
East Germantown, which 
covers Philadelphia’s 
19138 and 19144 zip 
codes, dropped by 25% in 
ten years.  

So the commitment was 
simple–take 50 people in 
the East Germantown area 
earning $20,000 to 
$30,000 a year and raise 
their pay by $10,000 to 
$30,000 more a year with-
in a 12-to-18-month time 
period. The journey at-
tached to the Raise Your 
Pay East German-
town (RYP) initiative, 
however, is a bit more 
complicated.  

A four-step plan has been 
created to increase the 
wages and incomes of se-
lected residents of East 
Germantown. The plan in-
volves a task force of com-
munity organizations that 
offer support services, cre-
dential programs, and ca-
reer readiness programs. 
Additionally, there are ap-
prentice programs that can 
help build labor skills, and 
employers who can offer 
jobs have been identified, 
which will be a high prior-
ity for individuals partici-
pating in this initiative. 
While employment is not 
guaranteed, employers 
have also committed to 
making job opportunities 
available to those working 
through this initiative. 

Targeted folks include 
working parents and 
younger people ages 18-24 

who may not have a con-
sistent and sustainable 
wage even though they are 
working. Donovan Dixon, 
the district representative 
for State Senator Hay-
wood’s office and the lead 
on the RYP initiative says 
these are broad target cate-
gories for outreach for the 
program. 

While the intention of this 
initiative is to support lo-
cals, Dixon also knows 
that this is a pilot project, 
and there will be a learn-
ing curve and roadblocks 
to navigate around.  

He says, “It is my aspira-
tion that everyone who en-
ters into the program 
walks away with either 
greater clarity about their 
life path, what their career 
ambitions, what their ca-
reer goals are, and that 
we’ve assisted them in 
reaching that goal. Be-
cause while employment 
is, of course, the flashpoint 
of this initiative, it’s not 
the only factor.” 

He continued, “There’s 
also apprenticeship work, 
there’s also credentialing. 
There’s also people who 
may need GEDs, people 
may need expungements, 
people may need social 
support services. So it’s 
just trying. It’s acknowl-
edging that our goal is em-
ployment, but there are 
other barriers that people 
confront before they can 
even reach that.” 

Dixon brings up points the 
project is exploring–ways 
they can support working 
folks as they try and raise 
their wage. At their March 
6, 2024, community meet-
ing at Pastorius-
Richardson Elementary 
School, a young man who 
was interested in the pro-
gram noted their felony 
charge from over ten years 
ago and how it’s been dif-
ficult to find a sustaining 
job because of it.  

It’s one of the barriers that 
some folks face in finding 
better-paying jobs. Hay-
wood and his team also 
acknowledge that Pennsyl-
vania’s minimum wage is 
a barrier. His office has 
already been working 
on raising the minimum 
wage to $15 an hour.  

Executive Director of Face 
to Face Mary Kay Meeks-
Hank weighed in on the 
initiative and echoed Dix-
on’s sentiments about the 
challenges that may arise. 
She says, “Even though 
it’s good in so many ways, 
it can also raise a lot of 
difficulties that people 
didn’t expect.” 

Face to Face is one of the 
support organizations on 
the task force. Meeks-
Hank says they’ve been 
able to refer many of their 
clients to the program and 
to consult on what folks 
may need, besides jobs, as 
they go through the pro-
cess. These basics may 
include getting a new ID, 
talking to a lawyer or so-
cial worker about housing 
issues, and talking to a 
therapist about overall 
anxiety and other feelings 
as they go through big life 
transitions.  

Another important support 
organization on the task 
force is Beyond Literacy, a 
non-profit providing free 
education and programs 
for adult learners and fam-
ilies to get into pre-
apprentice and apprentice-
ship programs, help im-
prove their digital literacy 
and workplace skills, and 
prepare their students for 
entrance exams into em-
ployment and academic 
paths.  

Khalid Ali McDaniel, who 
currently works two jobs, 
took Beyond Literacy’s 
programs to prepare and 
pass the qualifying test to 
get into the PECO pre-
apprenticeship program. 
Beyond Literacy has a 
partnership with PECO to 
teach their students how to 

prepare for their Construc-
tion and Skilled Trades 
Selection System (CAST) 
tests. It took McDaniel to 
take the class multiple 
times to pass the test, but 
for him, it was worth 
sticking with it.  

“I told people about it, 
people that I used to work 
with, people that I work 
with (now), I told them 
about the Beyond Literacy 
program. I’m like, it’s free 
education. I was just fo-
cused on trying to pass the 
test to get into PECO, but 
it can help you with just 
basic adult education, to 
pass some of these tests, 
you might want to get into 
a union somewhere or 
whatever, but, you know, 
you have to have a certain 
level of academics to pass 
these tests, right?” 

Dawn Hannah, Beyond 
Literacy’s Chief Programs 
and Impact Officer, said 
their specific knowledge 
on serving adult learners 
will be helpful for this ini-
tiative.  

“BeLit serves plenty of 
folks who have their high 
school diploma who, for 
various reasons, couldn’t 
pass employer placement 
or college placement tests. 
Just having that diploma is 
not enough. It’s important 
to recognize that that may 
be the case for some of the 
folks in the East German-
town area, and if that is 
the case for them, then 
having the diploma is not 
to say a person is ineligi-
ble. The pilot has to be 
able to accommodate and 
meet the needs of folks 
who would otherwise be 
set aside. That is why Be-
Lit is part of the pi-
lot,” says Hannah.  

Germantown United 
CDC and PA Careerlink of 
Northwest Philadelphia are 
other community organiza-
tions on the task force. 
Schools like La Salle Uni-
versity, Community Col-
lege of Philadelphia, and 

Manor College are also on 
the list as credential and 
academic readiness part-
ners and possible employ-
ers. Other employers on 
the task force list include 
SEPTA and the Jefferson 
Collaborative for Health 
Equity, alongside PECO. 

Rochelle Culbreath, SEP-
TA’s manager of legisla-
tive affairs, knows that 
SEPTA is honored to be a 
part of the task force. Alt-
hough they cannot guaran-
tee any positions, they can 
intentionally announce up-
coming job fairs and job 
openings to the task force, 
and Culbreath knows what 
a stable and well-paid job 
can do for families. She 
thanks State Senator Hay-
wood for his vision on 
how to improve the East 
Germantown community.  

Culbreath says, “I totally 
believe in higher wages 
and a supportive job and 
how it changes the trajec-
tory of the life of an indi-
vidual and a family. I’ve 
seen it here. I’ve been at 
SEPTA for 18 years. I’ve 
seen someone come into 
this job in many forms of 
positions in this company, 
and it completely trans-
forms and changes the tra-
jectory of their lives and 
of their families’ lives. 
And so I believe in exactly 
what he’s doing.” 

You do not need to be a 
resident from the East 
Germantown area to par-
ticipate in this program, 
but there is a preference 
for folks from there. For 
more information on the 
program and to apply to 
raise your wage, go to this 
link and fill out the form. 
Donovan Dixon will reply 
with some guiding next 
steps. 
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